TMICHAEIS

FOR THE TRIUMPH OF THE IMMACULATE



MICHAEI-

A journal of Catholic patriots For social justice through Economic Democracy
for the Kingship of Christ and in accordance with the teachings of the Catholic
Mary in souls, in families Church through the vigilant actions of heads of
and in nations families, and not through political parties

MICHAEL Journal Contents

English Edition — No. 432

October/November/December 2024 3 Let’s be Pilgrims of Hope! A/ain Pilote
Publication Date: October, 2024 . ;o .
4 Louis Even’'s immense legacy A. Pilote

Publisher 6 The shortcomings of today’s

Louis Even Institute for Social Justice . . g

(Canada) - financial system A. Pilote

non-profit association 8 The Economic Democracy solution
Senior English Editor . . == .

Alain Pilote 10 “Itis applied Christianity” A. Pilote
Assistant Editors 12 2025 Calendar

Helen Kmera-Bower, Melvin Sickler 36 2025 a HOly Year whose theme is

I

Headquarters .

Canada: MICHAEL Journal Hope Pope Francis

1101 Principale St., Rougemont QC, JOL 1M0 40 What Wi" the world of tomorrow be ?

Tel.: (450) 469-2209, (514) 856-5714 .

Fax: (450) 469-2601 Louis Even

mail@michaeljournal.org 43 Saint Giuseppe Moscati
Representatives . .

USA: MICHAEL Journal Dom AntO/ne-Mal'le, O. S.B.

P.0. Box 86, South Deerfield, MA 01373 F F ?

Tol (413) 3973730 48 What is the virtue of hope?

mail@michaeljournal.org Pope Francis

Poland: MICHAEL Journal

ul. Traugutta 107/5, 50-419 Wroctaw
Tel.: (71) 343-6750
redakcja@michael.org.pl

Published in English, French, Polish and Spanish

The anchor of hope

Cover: Stained glass window from
Saint Patrick’s Basilica, Ottawa, depicting
hope (source: https://vitrail.ndoduc.com/

Canada & USA: .. 4 years - $ 20

EUrope: .....c....... 2 years — 20 € vitraux/htm1/Esperance_1.htm) The an-

';O'af;]d'; ------- R 22 years -§22% chor, in Scripture, is a symbol of hope. We
outh America: ......ccceeeeeeennns years — . .10. U . .

Other countries, air mail: ...... 1year-$20 read in Hebrews 6:19: “Hope is is a sure

and steadfast anchor of the soul.”

Subscriptions can be paid by personal cheque,
postal money order, or e-transfer to:
MICHAEL Journal, and send to the addresses
provided above.

www.michaelj 1 h
© 2024 Pilgrims of St. Michael. Articles and -michae ]ourna .Ol'g
Illustrations may be reproduced as long as Go to our website for information
full credit is given to the MICHAEL Journal. on our work, past issues, etc. Make a
Editors reserve the right to shorten text secure online donation or purchase a
and modify all titles and subtitles. subscription to Michael with a credit
PUBLICATION MAIL AGREEMENT No. card or PayPal.
40063742
Legal Deposit — Quebec National Library
Printed in Canada
J

2 MICHAEL October/November/December 2024 www.michaeljournal.org



Letter from the Editor

Let’s be Pilgrims of Hope!

Holy Year, 2025’s theme is Hope (see pages 36
to 39). The Catechism of the Catholic Church de-
fines it as follows: “Hope is the theological virtue
by which we desire the kingdom of heaven and
eternal life as our happiness (see page 32)”. But for
many, hope is lived out in the immediate moment,
in the uncertainty of knowing what tomorrow wiill
bring. Will there be enough food, will our needs
be met?

An abundance of material goods won't always
make people happier or more virtuous since

all live in a state of anxiety. Some would even like
to impose more controls on us (see pages 40 to
42). Recent events, which some would call signs of
the times point to the worst, perhaps even a third
world war. However, despite all that may happen,
we have every reason to hope, since we are certain
that the final victory belongs to God, and that Satan
and his rebellious angels will return to hell forever.
And let’s not forget that at Fatima the Blessed Virgin
Mary affirmed that in the end her Immaculate Heart
would triumph. It is a certainty.

true happiness is fulfilled in God alone. '1-5 Douglas said that a psychological mo-
In this way, the spiritual is superior to q,Q ment would arrive when the population,
the material. However, while waiting {3’ given the gravity of the situation and
for heaven, we must live on earth, d}“" » despite all the power of the finan-
with material needs of food, cloth- S "> ciers, will have endured the debt-
ing and shelter. The absence of "’ ®9 \a_l money system long enough. They

material goods makes the practice
of any virtue difficult and to secure
enough resources to sustain life,
people may resort to stealing, tak-
ing another’s life, prostitution, etc.

There is a saying that a hungry belly

has no ears. Even missionaries in poor
countries have to bear this in mind and feed
the hungry before preaching to them. We require a
minimum of material goods to survive. In Proverbs
(30:8-9), we read: “Lord, give me neither poverty
nor riches, grant me only my share of food, for fear
that, surrounded by plenty, | should fall away and
say, ‘'Yahweh. Who is Yahweh?' or else, in destitu-
tion, take to stealing and profane the name of my
God.”

The necessities of life exist in sufficient quanti-
ties for everyone on the planet, but it's the money
to acquire all these necessary goods that a large
part of the population lacks. This is where the won-
derful solution of Economic Democracy comes in
(see pages 8-9).

We pay tribute to Clifford Hugh Douglas, who
invented this genius solution, and to Louis Even,
who introduced it to us (see pages 4-5), leaving us
the dual legacy of a movement for financial libera-
tion and deepening of our Catholic faith. Douglas
was able to diagnose the flaws in the current finan-
cial system (see pages 6-7), and Mr. Even demon-
strated how Economic Democracy perfectly applies
the Church’s teaching on social justice in society
(see pages 10-11).

We don’t know what the future holds, and we
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will then become open to study and
accept Economic Democracy.

Douglas wrote the following in

his book, Social Credit, published in

1924: “During that period a small im-

petus from a body of men who know

what to do and how to do it, may make

the difference between yet one more retreat

into the Dark Ages, or the emergence into the full

light of a day of such splendor as we can at present
only envisage dimly.”

Those who know what to do and how to do it
are those who read MICHAEL, those who know Eco-
nomic Democracy, Mr. Even wrote in 1970: “Wheth-
er the present financial system collapses onto itself,
or whether foretold cataclysmic events must first
occur, we are not without a remedy. Either way, the
survivors will have a light, Economic Democracy, to
establish a worthwhile economic system.”

o
™y
&

Achieving a better world, or rebuilding civiliza-
tion on solid foundations, is not possible without
the application of Douglas’ principles, and without
the application of the Gospel of Christ. With God’s
help, and our collaboration in His plan, we have
the firm hope that truth and justice will have the
last word in history, that God’s reign will prevail,
that His will will finally be accomplished on earth
as it is in Heaven. This is our reason for hope!

So let’s spread the message of MICHAEL around
us, to sow the hope of a better future for all, both
materially and spiritually. And then, as the theme of
the Holy Year says, we will be “Pilgrims of Hope"! <

Alain Pilote, Editor
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Louis Even’s immense legacy
He clearly shared Douglas’ vision and
also passed on to us a great love of the Church

September 2024 marked the 50th anniversary of
the death of Louis Even, founder of MICHAEL and
Vers Demain (its French-language version). At our
annual conference, we looked at the immense leg-
acy he left us when he explained in simple terms
Economic Democracy, the brilliant financial solution
conceived by Scottish engineer Clifford Hugh Doug-
las, and by passing on his great love of God and the
Roman Catholic Church.

Louis Even was particularly devoted to the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary. In December 1964, at the age of 79, he
fell seriously ill and it was thought he was at the end
of his life. He however recovered against all odds and
said: “l have obtained a reprieve. | loved the Blessed
Virgin very much during my life, but perhaps | didn’t
make others love her enough.”

From the earliest days of the movement, Mr. Even
began every gathering with the recitation of the ros-
ary. But during the last ten years of his life, from 1964
to 1974, he did even more. In addition to continuing
to write about Economic Democracy, he wrote about
the various apparitions of the Blessed Mother around
the world.

During our annual fall meeting, we also pointed
out that the Douglas solution, although conceived
in 1917, is still relevant today, since it speaks to
every economic condition and responds to today’s
problems around the world, whether they are prob-
lems of debt, inflation, pollution and environmental

degradation, housing and urban sprawl, and so on.

During 2024, MICHAEL published several articles
on the life of Mr. Even. He was an educator by voca-
tion, having joined the Brothers of Christian Instruc-
tion as a teenager. In 1934, Providence brought him
into contact with Douglas’ writings, which proved a
turning point in his life. “This is a light on my path,
everyone needs to know about this!” he said. At over
age 50, Mr. Even quit a lucrative career during the
Depression to teach this wonderful solution.

We can ask what would have happened if Mr.
Even had simply said to himself: “That’'s all very
well, but I'm busy and I'll leave it to others to make
it known”. Without Louis Even’s “yes”, there would
have been no MICHAEL magazine, no White Beret
movement and few of us would have heard of Eco-
nomic Democracy.

We can see the difference one person makes de-
pending on their choices. St Alberto Hurtado, a Jesuit
priest from Chile, said: “Jesus tells us: ‘I need you. I'm
not forcing you, but | need you to carry out my pro-
jects of love. If you don’t come, something will remain
unrealized, that you, and you alone, can realize.”

This sentiment applies to each and every one of
us. If God has put the work of the Pilgrims of St. Mi-
chael on our path, it is because He has entrusted us
with the mission of making it known to others. If we
don’t, perhaps no one else will. Just think, if you've

Delegates gathered in front of our head office in Rougemont on September 29, 2024
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The statue of Louis Even is clearly visible at the entrance to our head office, the St. Michael s House

heard of our work, it is because someone else told you
about it, perhaps by knocking on your door, subscrib-
ing you to the magazine, through discussion, etc..

God had chosen Louis Even for the work of liber-
ating people from financial dictatorship. He endowed
Louis Even with uncommon talents, including that of
explaining in simple words economic terms and for-
mulas normally understood by people with advanced
education. Douglas would later say that, of all those
who wrote about Economic Democracy, it was Louis
Even who understood best.

People at this year’s annual meeting in Rouge-
mont who knew Louis Even when he was alive, spoke
of his constant smile, his enthusiasm and his love of
the poor. We should add his qualities of courage and
tenacity in confronting the banking dictatorship. His
example has led thousands of apostles to follow in
his footsteps. In the last issue of MICHAEL we pub-
lished an article titled “A day in the life of Louis Even”.
Readers will remember that some did not like his
message of economic liberation and poured pails of
dirty motor oil over his head.

Here is another example of the man’s character.
In a town north of Quebec City, early in the movement
a meeting was held in a hall, as on so many other
occasions. Louis Even recited the rosary, as he did
before every meeting. That evening, only one person
attended. As he finished his speech, he addressed the
gentleman, thanking him for listening to his message.

www.michaeljournal.org

The gentleman replied: “I'm the concierge, and I'm
waiting for you to finish before | close the building.”
However, the gentleman was convicted by Mr. Even’s
speech and became an ardent and loyal supporter.

A single issue of MICHAEL can not explain every
aspect of Economic Democracy, but if our read-
ers set out to study this brilliant solution, they’ll
exclaim, like Louis Even, “It's a light on my path,
everyone needs to know about this!” We invite you
to read the various articles and books on the subject
available on our website. The articles in this issue
give some overview. Enjoy your study! <

Alain Pilote

Louis Even after his death in September, 1974

MICHAEL October/November/December 2024
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The shortcomings of today’s financial system

Before treating a patient, a doctor will first make
a diagnosis to ensure the correct remedy is applied.
The same applies to economics. Before he devised
the remedy of Economic Democracy, Scottish en-
gineer Clifford Hugh Douglas studied and diagnosed
the current financial system. He determined that not
only is money created in the form of debt, leading to
unpayable debts, but that there is a chronic lack of
purchasing power. His analysis concluded that con-
sumers can never have enough money to buy avail-
able production.

One of the first questions to ask is where does
money come from. One might answer that if you
want money, get a job. But where did your employer
get his money? Others might answer that the gov-
ernment makes the money, since we have banknotes
issued by the country’s central bank, such as the
Bank of Canada.

But the reality is that paper money, known as
cash, represents less than 5% of all money in the
country. The other kind of money is credit loaned
by private banks. This electronic money exists only
in the form of accounting entries in bank computers
and in the chip of a bank card, but it is accepted and
circulates everywhere as if it were paper money.

Note that even to obtain paper money, it must
be borrowed from the bank, at interest. So you could
say that all the money in existence comes from a
bank loan, which has to be repaid with interest. Every
time a loan is repaid that sum of money ceases to
exist and is withdrawn from circulation.

Money is created as a debt

A fundamental flaw in this system is that when
banks create new money in the form of loans, they
require borrowers to return more money to the bank
than was created. This is because banks create the
capital they lend, but not the interest they demand.
It is impossible to repay money that doesn’t exist.
The only solution is to borrow again in order to pay
this interest, and hence unpayable debts accumulate.
This is what Louis Even explained in The Money Myth
Exploded. In this fable, only $1,000 existed, but the
banker demanded repayment of $1,080 ($1,000 lent
at 8% interest).

Another shortcoming of bank money creation is
that it is not permanent, nor does it remain in circula-
tion indefinitely. It must be returned to the bank when
the loan matures and must be repaid. The money
lent is then canceled and disappears. The bank re-
tains only the interest for itself. So, just to keep the
same amount of money in circulation, there must be
continuous borrowing. To those who say that if you
don’t want to go into debt, just don’t borrow, we have
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to reply that if no governments, companies or indi-
viduals borrowed from the bank there would be no
money in circulation at all. In the current system, the
choice is either go into debt or starve.

How is it that banks can create a substitute for
paper money in the form of bookkeeping entries? See
the true story of the goldsmiths who became bankers
described in Economics courses and explained by
Louis Even in In this Age of Plenty.

The goldmsith who became a banker

If we go back to the Middle Ages, money only
existed in the form of precious metals such as gold
and silver. Gold owners, for fear of thieves, entrusted
the safekeeping of their gold to goldsmiths (manu-
facturers of gold or silver objects) who, because of
the precious material they worked with, had well-pro-
tected vaults. The goldsmith received the gold and
issued a receipt to the person who had deposited it
with him. The goldsmith protected the asset in return
for a premium for the service. The owner could re-
claim all or part of it whenever he wished.

Merchants who left Paris for Marseille or Am-
sterdam could take gold with them to make their
purchases. But here again, there was a danger of at-
tack en route, so the merchant persuaded his seller in
Marseille or Amsterdam to accept, instead of metal,
a signed right to part of the treasure on deposit with
the Paris goldsmith. The goldsmith’s receipt testified
to the reality of the asset. And similarly, the suppli-
er in Amsterdam, or elsewhere, was able to get his
own correspondent in London or Genoa to accept,
in return for transport services, the receipts issued
by the goldsmith which he had received from his
French buyer. In short, little by little, merchants came

www.michaeljournal.org



to pass on these receipts to each other instead of the
gold itself. Instead of gold, the goldsmith’s receipts
changed hands.

But the goldsmith learned from experience that
almost all the gold entrusted to him remained intact
in his vault. As the owners of their gold used its re-
ceipts in their trade, hardly one in ten came to the
goldsmith to collect it. This is the origin of today’s
banking system, which allows banks to lend out sev-
eral times the amount of their deposits in cash and to
lend money they don’t have in their vaults, but which
they create when they grant a loan. This is the origin
of the practice known as fractional reserve banking,
which means banks must hold only a fraction of their
deposits in cash available for lending.

In the 1940s, banks lent out on average 10 times
more money than they had in reserves. This propor-
tion has since changed. In 1980, the Canadian Bank-
ing Act allowed chartered banks to create 20 times
the amount of their reserves in banknotes and coins.
However, in 1994, the percentage of cash banks were
required to hold was reduced to zero!! By 1995, Can-
adian banks had lent out more than 70 times their re-
serves. By 1997, this figure had risen to 100 times. In
the USA, the cash requirement was reduced to zero
in 2020.

In other words, there are no longer any prescribed
limits on loan creation. The only limit to the creation
of money by banks is that individuals still wish to be
paid in paper money, which obliges the bank to keep
a certain quantity of it on their premises. Also, there
is always a risk that too many of the bank’s customers
will show up at the same time demanding to be paid
in paper money.

It is understandable that banks will do every-
thing they can to eliminate the use of paper money,
by encouraging the use of debit cards, direct pay-
ment, etc., so that eventually cash will be altogether
eliminated. Everyone knows the appeal of Central
Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) for the banker! While
paper money allows anonymity and freedom, CB-
DC’s will enable banks and governments to know
everything you buy, facilitating virtually total con-
trol of the population.

Chronic shortage of purchasing power

Today, products are offered for sale at a price
point. This allows people with money to choose the
products that suit them. But what happens to those
who have no money at all? Mr. Even explained that
money distributed in the form of salaries, profits and
industrial dividends constitute purchasing power for
those who receive it. But: 1. industry does not dis-
tribute purchasing power at the same rate as it sets
its prices; and 2. production does not distribute pur-
chasing power to everyone. It only distributes it to
workers.

www.michaeljournal.org

Even if banks did not charge interest on the money
they lend out, there would still be a shortage of pur-
chasing power, because money paid out in wages
can never buy all production, which includes other
elements in its prices. Scottish engineer Clifford Hugh
Douglas was the first to demonstrate this chronic lack
of purchasing power, and to provide a scientific solu-
tion to it, known as Economic Democracy.

Douglas explained this lack of purchasing power
in the A + B theorem. Producers must include all
their production costs in their prices to stay solvent.
Wages paid to employees - known as “A payments” -
are only part of the cost of production. The producer
also has other costs that are not distributed in wages,
but which he must include in his prices, such as pay-
ments for materials, taxes, bank charges, machine
maintenance and replacement, etc. Douglas called
these payments for other costs, “B payments”.

A longer pole won’t bring the turnip closer!

The Dividend would increase incomes without
increasing prices, salaries or taxes.

The selling price of an item must include all costs:
wages (A) and other payments (B). The product’s selling
price will therefore be A + B. Clearly, then, wages (A)
cannot buy the sum of all costs (A + B). There is there-
fore a chronic lack of purchasing power in the system.

Even if we try to raise wages to catch up with
prices, the wage increase will automatically be in-
cluded in prices, and nothing will be resolved. To be
able to purchase all of production, therefore, we need
additional income outside wages, at least equal to B.

Another problem is that production only distrib-
utes purchasing power to those who are working. To-
day, production is a factor of automation more than
it is the product of human labor, and this fact will
continue to impact the number of workers over time.
There is conflict between progress, which eliminates
the need for labor, and yoking purchasing power to
paid work yet everyone has the right to live and to
the necessities of life. The earth’s goods were cre-
ated for all men, not just the employable. That's what
Economic Democracy would correct, as we will see
in another article. <

Alain Pilote

MICHAEL October/November/December 2024
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The Economic Democracy solution

by Alain Pilote

Having established the shortcomings of the cur-
rent financial system, Douglas devised an ingenious
system to correct the flaws and ensure that the eco-
nomic system achieved its goal, which is the satisfac-
tion of human needs or, in other words, ensuring that
goods reach the people who need them.

Production only works according to the orders
it receives. Orders are a function of consumer pur-
chasing power. This purchasing power depends on
the money in the hands of consumers who have
needs to satisfy. Given enough money, consum-
ers can choose, or “vote” for the products of their
choice. If we think of money as a ballot, we can speak
of an economic democracy, where each citizen has
enough money to “vote” and obtain the products he
wants. As Douglas puts it, we would have an aristoc-
racy of producers serving a democracy of consum-
ers, with the latter ultimately dictating what would or
wouldn’t be produced, depending on which products
they choose to buy or not.

As we saw in the previous article, the basic prob-
lem with the current financial system is that money
is created in the form of debt by commercial banks,
since they only lend money which must be repaid with
interest. There's a double injustice here: charging in-
terest - demanding repayment of money that doesn't
exist - and the fact that bankers see themselves as the
owners of the money they lend, whereas the genuine
value of money is based on a country’s production
- which is the fruit of natural wealth, inventions and
the toil of all the country’s workers. Money’s value
is certainly not the fruit of bankers, who merely lend
out figures.

Essentially money is a tool that enables the
country’s productive capacity to be generated.
Money is not a tangible good. We don’t eat money,
it is a ticket exchangeable for tangible goods, like
food, clothes, housing, etc.

Instead, we should think of money as a unit of
measurement, like centimeters or inches. One of the
slogans of Economic Democracy is: “Make finan-
cially possible what is physically feasible”. If every
time the population wanted a public project, such as
a new bridge, the government asked, “Do we have
the materials, the know-how and the workers to build
it?” rather than “Do we have the money?” we would
have all the infrastructure we required.

If the necessary materials, know-how and work-
ers were available, the National Credit Office would
create the money necessary to finance the project.
To say we don’t have the money to build a bridge is
as ridiculous as saying we can’t build the bridge be-
cause we don't have enough centimeters.

8 MICHAEL October/November/December 2024

Economic Democracy is based on three

o principles (like a tripod)

1. Money issued without
interest by society

] 2. A dividend to every citi-
| \  zen

i 3. A discount on prices
compensated to retailers

Interest-free money issued by society

The Economic Democracy system aims to make
money an accurate reflection of economic realities.
Accordingly, issuing or printing money willy-nilly,
irresponsibly or without limits or according to the
whims of politicians in power would not occur. Doug-
las proposed a system in which the Government
would appoint an independent body, a commission
of accountants who would form a “National Credit Of-
fice” that would be assigned the task of establishing
accurate bookkeeping. Money would be issued at the
rate of production and withdrawn from circulation at
the rate at which goods and services are consumed.
An equilibrium would thus be achieved between the
productive capacity and the capacity to pay and be-
tween prices and purchasing power.

The Pilgrims of St. Michael is seeking that the
Government cease borrowing money from private
banks. Money can instead be created interest-free,
and without indebtedness, through its Central Bank.
Graham Towers, the first governor of the Bank of
Canada, stated in 1939 before a House of Commons
committee, that this was entirely feasible, after be-
ing asked, “Why should a government pay interest on
money that it can itself create free of interest?”

During the Second World War, the Bank of Can-
ada created as much as 50% of the country’s money,
without inflation. Today, it creates less than 2%. The
remaining 98% is created by private banks as loans.
Many people are unaware of this fact. They do not
know that private banks, unlike other lenders, create
the money they lend out of nothing and that they do
not circulate their depositors’ money as loans.

Whether money is created by the Bank of Can-
ada or by private banks, it needs to be created some-
where. It is made of the same figures, it is based upon
the same production, our country’s production. The
only difference, but a sizable one, is that if the Gov-
ernment borrows money from its own Central Bank,
it does not create debt.

www.michaeljournal.org



The proposed model includes two modes of dis-
tributing new money which are Compensated Dis-
counts and Dividends.

Compensated Discount

If the available production in the country is $12
billion and the purchasing power is only $9 billion,
the National Credit Office would establish a 25% dis-
count in prices on all products sold to the consumer.
This method reduces prices to the level of available
purchasing power. The discounted 25% would then
be returned to the retailer by the Credit Office.

Thanks to this price discounting feature, inflation
would be impossible as the discount lowers prices.
The best way to stop the inflation of prices is to make
them go down!

The Dividend

Wages are only one component of the cost of
the production of any item and wages alone are not
sufficient to buy all existing production. The National
Credit Office would distribute a monthly Dividend to
each citizen, a sum of money to make up for purchas-
ing power, and to ensure that everyone had their
share in the country’s goods.

A dividend traditionally represents the share of a
company’s profits paid out to each shareholder of a
company. It could be said that all citizens of the coun-
try, Canada for example, are shareholders in Canada
Limited, since they are co heirs to the two greatest
factors of modern production, the inheritance of nat-
ural resources and the innovations and inventions of
past generations, both of which are gifts from God
to all and therefore belong to everyone. Those work-
ing in production would still receive their wages, but
all, salaried and non-salaried alike, would receive a
Dividend.

This Dividend would not be taken from the taxes
of those who work, but would be financed by new
money created by the National Credit Office. No one
would be living on taxpayers’ money.

There are three basic principles in Economic
Democracy: 1. debt-free money issued by the gov-
ernment, society’s representative, according to pro-
duction and withdrawn from circulation according
to consumption; 2. a monthly Dividend to all cit-
izens; 3. the Compensated Discount. All three are
necessary; remove one of these three principles,
and the rest fail.

Economic Democracy, as summarized in the pre-
ceding paragraph, has one goal which is to finance
the production of goods that truly meet needs, and to
finance the distribution of these goods so that those
needs may be met. A review of the attached figure will
show that money does not accumulate at any time; it
follows the path taken by production, entering circu-
lation at the rate at which production takes place, and
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taking the route of its return toward its source, the
National Credit Office, at the rate at which goods are
consumed which is at the time they are bought at a
retailer’s. At all times, money is the exact expression
of reality. Money appears when a new product ap-
pears, and disappears when it is consumed. <*

Alain Pilote

The circulation of financial credit
In a Social Credit System

FLOW OF
GOODS
WITH

(1) MONEY LOANED
FOR NEW
PRODUCTION

DlV'DENDSH@ 6
‘o Gj

CONSUMERS

NATIONAL. f:.

‘é':ﬁ.tEJ.,.,

WAGES
PLUS
DIVIDENDS

6 RETAILER'S

Money is loaned by the National Credit Office
to producers for new production @ for the manu-
facture of goods by industry. @ The left arrow
shows the flow of goods with prices destined for
the retailer. @ The right arrow shows the flow of
wages paid to consumers. @ The National Credit
Office issues a Dividend to each consumer. @
Consumers and goods meet at the retailer. @ A
discount is applied and the National Credit Office
reimburses the merchant for the discount that had
been enjoyed by the consumer. @ When a prod-
uct is purchased (consumed), the money that was
advanced at the start of production returns to its
source. ©

The money advanced at the start has served
its purpose as the goods have reached the con-
sumer.
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“It is applied Christianity”

Clifford Hugh Douglas was asked to characterize
the Economic Democracy solution in a few words and
he answered “Very easily, | can do it in two words: ap-
plied Christianity.”

Is it an exaggeration or pretentious to say that
Economic Democracy is applied Christianity? Not if
you've studied and compared both Economic Dem-
ocracy and the Church’s social doctrine. The Church’s
social doctrine is a set of moral principles on social
justice, developed since the papacy of Leo XIlII (1810-
1903) to the present day and is the standard by which
all social, economic and financial systems must be
judged.

The Church calls on the lay faithful to renew the
temporal order according to God’s plan, according to
the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965). This is a call
to us to establish economic structures that conform to
the principles of the Church’s social doctrine.

In the writings of Louis Even and Alain Pilote, we
see how wonderfully Economic Democracy embraces
the Church’s principles of social justice. Louis Even,
from 1935 to 1974, explained the great texts of the
popes of his time on the subject, especially scrutiniz-
ing Pius Xl and Pius XIl. More recently, the Study Ses-
sions prepared by Alain Pilote, contained in Economic
Democracy Seen in the Light of the Social Doctrine
of the Church, the social doctrine is understood with
a particular focus on the statements of Popes John
XXIIl, Paul VI, John Paul ll, Benedict XVI and Francis.

Understanding Economic Democracy helps us to
better appreciate papal statements on the subject. The
most famous commentary is by Pope Pius Xl in 1931
in the encyclical letter, Quadragesimo anno.

“An immense power and
despotic economic dictator-
ship is consolidated in the
hands of a few, who often are
not owners but only the trust-
ees and managing directors
of invested funds which they
administer according to their
own arbitrary will and pleas-
ure. This dictatorship is be-
ing most forcibly exercised by
those who, since they hold the money and complete-
ly control it, control credit also and rule the lending
of money. Hence they regulate the flow, so to speak,
of the life-blood whereby the entire economic sys-
tem lives, and have so firmly in their grasp the soul,
as it were, of economic life that no one can breathe
against their will” (nn. 105-106).

Pius Xl refers to international bankers “who are not
owners but only the trustees” of depositors’ money,
which they “administer according to their own arbi-
trary will and pleasure, for they decide to whom they

Pope Pius XI
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will lend or not, also setting the conditions of the loan,
including the interest rate, in such a way that no one
can breathe against their will.”

The Pope added: “The virtual degradation of the
majesty of the State, which although it ought to sit
on high like a queen and supreme arbitress, free from
all partiality and intent upon the one common good
and justice, is become a slave, surrendered and de-
livered to the passions and greed of men”. This is the
unfortunate nature of financial power.

Our full-time pilgrims who visited Africa for the
first time in 1987 commented to the bishops they met
on this text by Pius Xl in the light of Economic Dem-
ocracy as explained by Douglas and Louis Even. The
bishops replied: “We had read these words by Pius XI,
but we hadn’t understood them as you explain them
to us today, we hadn’t made the link with the banks
and realized that Pius XI was denouncing precisely the
way the current financial system works.”

The Church’s social doctrine stands above existing
economic systems, since it is confined to the level of
principles. As we said earlier, an economic system will
be good or bad insofar as it applies these principles of
justice taught by the Church. This is why Saint John
Paul Il wrote in 1987, in his encyclical Solicitudo rei
socialis, that the Church “adopts a critical attitude
towards liberal capitalism and Marxist collectivism...
both concepts being imperfect and in need of radical
correction.”

It is understandable why the Church condemns
communism and marxist collectivism with their goals
of destroying private property, the family and religion.
Pope Pius Xl called this political ideology anti-Chris-
tian and intrinsically evil. But what is the basis for the
Church’s condemnation of capitalism? Is capitalism
not better than communism?

Yes to capitalism, after it is rectified

The Church does not condemn capitalism. On
the contrary, the Church wishes that private property
and free enterprise were universally instituted so that
everyone might become owners of capital and be true
capitalists. Pope St. John XXIll, in the encyclical, Mat-
er et Magistra (May 15, 1961, nn. 114-115), wrote:

“The dignity of the human person necessarily re-
quires the right of using external goods in order to
live according to the right norm of nature. And to this
right corresponds a most serious obligation which
requires that, so far as possible, there be given to
all an opportunity of possessing private property...
Therefore, it is necessary to modify economic and
social life so that the way is made easier for wide-
spread private possession of such things as durable
goods, homes, gardens, tools requisite for artisan en-
terprises and family-type farms, investments in en-
terprises of medium or large size.”

www.michaeljournal.org



The fault that the Church finds with the capitalist
system is the fact that each and every human being liv-
ing on the planet does not have access to a minimum
of material goods and so are denied a decent life. Even
in the most advanced countries there are many people
who do not eat their fill. The principle of the universal
destination of goods is not fulfilled. After all, there is
more than enough production. It is the distribution of
those goods that is defective.

In modern societies, the tool that makes possible
the distribution of goods and services is money. It is
therefore the money system that is at fault in capital-
ism. Pope Pius Xl wrote in Quadragesimo anno: “Cap-
italism itself is not to be condemned. And surely it
is not vicious of its very nature, but it has been viti-
ated.”

Money should be a servant but the bankers, in ap-
propriating the control of its creation, have made it an
instrument of domination. Since no one can live with-
out money, governments, businesses and individuals
must submit to the conditions imposed by the bank-
ers to obtain it. Money makes living in today’s society
possible. This establishes a real dictatorship over eco-
nomic life and so the bankers have become the mas-
ters of our lives, as described by Pope Pius XI.

Since money is a tool that is basically social, the
Economic Democracy doctrine proposes that money
be issued by society and not by private banks for their
own profit. Pope Pius Xl stated in Quadragesimo anno:
“There are certain categories of goods for which one
can maintain with reason that they must be reserved
to the community when they come to confer such
an economic power that it cannot, without danger
to the common good, be left to the care of private
individuals.”

The aim of the economic system is to satisfy hu-
man needs. Pius Xl described this in Quadragesimo
anno:

“For then only will the economic and social organ-
ism be soundly established and attain its end when
it secures for all and each those goods which the
wealth and resources of nature, technical achieve-
ment, and the social organization of economic affairs
can give.

“These goods must be sufficient to supply all
needs and an honest livelihood, and to uplift men
to that higher level of prosperity and culture which,
provided it be used with prudence, is not only no hin-
drance but is of singular help to virtue.”

www.michaeljournal.org

All the recent
popes have
spoken of
social justice

in no uncertain
terms.

Earthly goods are destined for all

The Pope states that “all and each” are entitled
to material goods. He indicates that a principle of the
Church’s social doctrine is that the goods of the earth
are destined for all. Vatican Il reiterated this theme in
Gaudium et spes:

“God intended the earth and all that it contains for
the use of every human being and people. Thus, as all
men follow justice and unite in charity, created goods
should abound for them on a reasonable basis... The
right to have a share of earthly goods sufficient for
oneself and one’s family belongs to everyone.”

Saint John Paul Il amplified this theme in his en-
cyclical, Centesimus annus (nn. 31 and 34): “God
gave the earth to the whole human race for the sus-
tenance of all of its members, without excluding or
favoring anyone. This is the foundation of the uni-
versal destination of the earth’s goods... It is a strict
duty of justice and truth not to allow fundamental
human needs to remain unsatisfied, and not to allow
those burdened by such needs to perish.”

Practically speaking, this would be made possible
by the Dividend, a central feature of Economic Dem-
ocracy, which is paid to every citizen of the country
ensuring that everyone is truly a capitalist and has
at least the necessities of life. This would be accom-
plished without a cost to the pockets of the rich nor
by theft or taxation. The rationale for the Dividend is
based on two factors: the common inheritance of nat-
ural resources and the inventions and innovations of
previous generations, which are owned by all. John
Paul Il explained in his encyclical, Laborem exercens,
on human work (September 15, 1981, n. 13):

“Through his work man enters into two inherit-
ances: the inheritance of what is given to the whole
of humanity in the resources of nature, and the in-
heritance of what others have already developed on
the basis of those resources, primarily by developing
technology, that is to say, by producing a whole col-
lection of increasingly perfect instruments for work.
In working, man also “enters into the labor of others.”

We could continue to cite papal concordance with
Economic Democracy, and we agree with Douglas
that Economic Democracy is applied Christianity. As
Pope Pius Xll said to a Canadian Bishop in 1950, Doug-
las” model would “create a climate in the world that
would allow the family and Christianity to flourish.” «

Alain Pilote

MICHAEL October/November/December 2024 11






6¢ ‘uer AN @
Lc 'uer ol
€L 'Uer N4 O

L°Uerod D

MOPIM ‘||921B|A 1S
1sauid ‘0osog uyor 1S

11100s8.4B|\ BIUIDE( 1S
Xneijp\ suep-uanniy ‘1S

0€

uawe emesajog '|g
10qqy ‘sepiio 1S

62

yaInyg ay} 4o J03a0Q B 1Sdld
seuinby sewoy] 1g

8¢

ojjantag A ossQ ap AluaH 1S
1919\ ejebuy 1S

SNILIS 'R Aylowl] 1S
pog jo piopp 3y jo Aepung

~Y

Ined juleg
JO UOISIaAUO) BY |

P

yainy9 auyy jo Jo3a0q ‘doysig
sajes Jo sioueld 1S

0pajoL jo snsuoydapj] IS
ado) auueuep 1S

ez

apeuiweyq ydasor ‘9 |9
JAyiew ‘Juaduip 1S

W,

72

|eAe jo siAueA '|1g
JAyew g uibain ‘sauby 1§

aAuew B adod ‘ueiqed 1S
J1Apiew ‘uenseqes "1S

1ez9|9d uenseqas 1S
awi) Areurpig ur Aepung puz

6L

[eqieg ouejiH awier 1S
AseBuny jo yasebiep 1§

8L

utewuod Jo Apeqing
10qqy @y} Auoyuy 1S

ahr

1seud ‘zep ydasor 18
dod ‘| snjjaaep 1S

9l

Xxnauueg jo ApeanQ
doysig ‘snibiway 1§

I

BION 40 XI|84 1S
09seulg JO BIIUOIAN IS

bl

yainyg ay} Jo Joyooq ‘doysig
sianlod jo AdejiH 1S

sAoabinog ayianbie|y 1S
pi07 ays jo wsndeg

Az

adod ‘snuibAH 1S
103 jo sewoy] 1§

o LL

1eINY S3|eS ap Sadueld ‘1S
adod ‘oyieby 1S

)

Ainglajueq jo ueupy 1S
j09ue[ aulned ‘|9

K.

doysig ‘sueurjjody 13
Jojeduad jo puowdhey 18

[ 5

®IIBAI|Q 3P OISN[ BAJRPUIT 8Sg
anessag 9ipuy 1S

eJ9q1y JO uyor 1
82zag Jo sajieyd 1S

‘uuewnapN uyor '1s
p4107 9y} jo Aueydidg
i " .

oubljo4 jo ejabuy 18
uo03}ag uuy yjaqgesi|y ‘1S

Aepinjeg

slied JO AABIABURY 1S
snsaf jo awe AJoH 1so|\l

Aepug

W 0£006GL6L/W0O300)sI81NYs
/epjeaols ‘Agajyosaqgag ul younyaysued s,|aeyoijp ‘1S ul
|eluy Jjozor Ag €961 1e9A wouy 09saly ‘Ajlwueq AjoH ay |

uazueize Arobaio) 39
pue jeals) ayj jiseq 1S

&

Aepsiny|

poD jo JayjoN AjoH
‘Aej\l jJo Ajluwajos

Aepsaupap

G¢

Aepsan]

‘paloadsai aq shemje
ybBiw ‘pjaom 181319q e pjing o0} Aiessasau si yaiym
‘uonjeanpa ue o3 ybi1 119y3 Jeyl 1em Aq pajoaye
asoy) pue saabnjaa ‘sjuesbiw 1o} Aead sn 397
:Arenuep 10} suonjuajuj 1aheld s,adod ay

Aepuojp

Aepung

Z Aenuep







aurejapdeyq aysnfiny 18

62

191019 jo1ueq ‘19

Ele

SMO01I0S §0 "T'0 JO [81qeD 1S
sja4e jo os06ain 1S

.,,_v

BaY 2110 Z01) €] 3p Pepald ‘g
|eJUOIAl e|ned ‘1S

9¢

olouedy jo uenyseqas ‘|g
sijafiuy ap eainopny auep ‘|9

JAlew ‘snibiag 1S
o0asn4 Ase\ sewoy] ‘|9

A v

doysig ‘diedAjod 1S
awy] Areuipag ui Aepuns yyz

BUOLIOY JO 184eBUB\ 1S
19194 jules jo ileyd

ya.ny9 ays jo Jojaop “doysig
uajweq 1933d 1S

ewiled jo ejuioer 1g
pue oasidueld 1§

JAuew ‘ejejdez ydasor '|g
ezuadeld Jo peiuod 1S

ol el

"d"0 ‘od11ebuy ei4 |9
XNno1iqnog ayapewsag 1S

19pIQ 9HAIBS 3y} JO
S19puno4 juies uanag

o L

ouewe||y ydasor '|g
awi] Areuipag ur Aepung yig

aynof 1S B snuisneq 1S
2131qwoj0) e| ap apne|) IS

JAMeW ‘Builus|eA 1S
SNIPOYIdIN‘IS B HAD 1S

axeg ap uleplnor ’|g
1991y JO BULBYIe) IS

ﬁmF

euUIq|Y 40 SIAHEI IS
euojaaieg jo eleng 1

9IS 8yl Jo Ae@ plHopm
sap4noT jo Ape inQ

o1y |ap zayaues asor 1S
uibain ‘eansejoyas 1

049pJ0) |9_YDIA 1S
awi] Aeuipag ui Aepung yig

lueljlwg swousr ‘1§
eyyjeg auydasor 1§

ueasjoueld ‘ydasoris
jo Ately soi9 18

siAyiew ‘suojuedwo)
pue DAl [ned 1S

& o

BIO|\| Houe] y1aqezl|3 °|g
JAyew g uibain ‘eyieby g

ess|uoa jo ydasor 13
SIOJeA jo ueof ‘1§

18udAay] auipne|) 1§
doysig ‘esie|g 1s

pio7 ayx
Jo uonejussaid

s1ebuy Jo siAlew 66 ‘|19
puejai| jo pibug 1

Aepinjeg

€C ‘094 AN @
GlL 484 01 «

6 994 N4 O
| Aleniga{p4d )

Aepsiny|

Aepsaupapp

"ajI] snoiBijai

pue pooyisaud ayj ul uoissiw s,1s1UY) dAI3S 0} ||ed e
|93} oym ajdoad BunoA asoyy jo sygnop pue salisap
a3y} awovam 1ybiw Ajjunwiwiod |e1saj29a ayj eyl
Aead sn a7 :Aieniqa4 10} uonualuj 18Aeud s,adod ay

Aepsan]

Aepuoyp

Aepung

GZ0Z Aleniga

LOGL L £Z8E/WO0")201s181INYs/Sapino Jo 011046 ayl ul Alejp jo uoneddy







alllenl ap Asejy ueor g
Bup| ‘uenuon 1g

8¢

ounig Ip ee4 09saduel] '|g
2e)$97) pienopy smnoq °|g

LC

OUBJO|\ BULIBJe) BUBIEPPEA |9
doysig “186pnT 1S

9¢

1

pio7 ay3 jo
uonepunuuy ay L

Emw

uoseap ‘uiweluag 18

T 1t

jua jo Aepuns Yy

uapamg Jo auuayes 1s

-
P

jua jo Aepung pig

W

doysig ‘uajes) uoa
1snbny Juawa|) 'Ig

pueaziIms jo uotied
an|4 jo sejoydIN IS

Lz

B118Nn5) ap oyaues 't euel 1S
pismazo|ig ydasor 1§

Ol 0z

Arepy wibap‘ig ays jo
pueqgsny ‘ydasor 1§

-

¥
o 61

yainy9 ayy jo Jojaoop ‘doysig
wiajesniap jo [LAD 1S

JApeW ‘1apueyies uer 1S
doysig “joued 1S

A

ydonuy jo uelnr 1§
juaT jo Aepung pug

.91

J1aneqyoy Alep Juswal) 1§
ae|uIeA Bp asInoT 1S

ol G|

oueWSN) OWOILID) °|g
uaanb ‘epjiyle 1S

£

k¥ 174)

JAuew ‘eiseqydng 11§
sajod sadoT as|nQg 1S

el

uibain ‘emeles ejabuy ‘|g
1saud ‘auouQ 161N 1§

auIIUEISUO) 1S
eqopJo) jo snibojng 1§

LAuew ‘ainbg uyor 1S
snsap jo eluabng euepy 1S

— 0L

olAeg o1UIWIOQ 1S
juaT jo Aepung 1s|

@
6

si19|jendsoy siayoig ayy
JO Japunoy ‘poy jo uyop 1§

o g

siAyiew ‘Apaie4
pue enjadiad sjpules

A

Vo ]

8QJ8MA JO 8SOY 1S
@19|0) IS

$$019 Y Jo ydasop uyop 1§
Aepsaupap) ysy

SIF

uoublowe1 jo asinoT "I\ ‘19
Bup| ‘aluse) 1§

sapunBaun) 15
|exaiq auueyie)| 1S

¥

vd ¢

$S04) 9y} Jo ejabuy 1§
juaT jo Aepung pig

~ oz

JApew ‘ButAiny oeq sauby 1§
siabuy jo snuiq|y 1S

&

Aepinjeg

6¢ Yd21ejN D1 C
CC YN NN @
PL YdIEN O D
9 YdIeN INd O

Inoy auo
piemio) pauiny
aJe s)00|J :suels
awil| Buineg ybi|
-Aeq ‘6 yoie

Aepsiny|

Aepsaupapp

*S9IUBIDHIP A19Y3] Ul Uaa ‘syjib s, aylo yoeas bul
-19A09s1pa4 ‘ssauanlbio} ybnoayl spunom 118y} 1o} aind
ay3 19A09sIp 1ybiw saljiwey uayo.iq yeyl Aeid sn 397
:yatel\ 10} suonuajuj 19Aeud s,adod ay|

Aepsan]

Aepuoyp

Aepung

G20¢ Ys1eN

PIYDLZ6LYPEY/WOI00ISIeNNYS/SNSa PlIYd 8y} 38 ydasor jules







LT 11dy AN @
Lz Mdy D7 ¢
€l udy N4 O
G |udy D4 )

adod ‘A snid 1S
uoneuseau| ay} jo Arepy 1S

ya1ny?J ay} Jo Jojaop g uiblp
'UAIS JO duMaYIe) 1S

F 6¢

[auey) Jo1ed 1S
MOJUO\| 3p 3uely sInoT 1§

o

7 8¢C

Aepung Aasa|p auiniq
19)seq jo Aepung pugz

hd .2

sadog ‘snuijjaase|y 8 S8 1S
|asunoy pooy jo Apeq ing

‘Yoz

Jnouelag ap Jaled 1S
1sijabueng e 1S

(¥ Gz

1a133||ad a1sesydn3 auely 1S
uabuuewbig jo siapi4 1S

¥

anbeud Jo 1ag|epy 1S
1Apew ‘abi1oan 19

doysig ‘aiopoay] ‘1S
JAuew ‘eipuexsly 1S

e

weyzied Jo pesuoy 1S
Angquajue jo wiasuy 1s

2

pi07 8y} Jo uonD3LINSAY
Aepung 133seg

MOPIM ‘ewwy 1§
adod ‘X] 037 1S

= 6l

P10 3y} Jo uoissed ay|
Aepuig pooo

19addng 3seq ayy
Aepsiny) AjoH

¥ .1

BUSIS JO WIYoeOr |g
aiqeq ydasop Jo1pauag 1S

snuialed 19
1saud ‘sng ap 1esa? 1§

wepaiyosg
40 suIMpAT 1S

pi01 3y} jo uoissed
ay3 jo Aepung wjed

11e93soj\ ydasor 1S
Sapuy so| ap ' ap esala] 1§

cl

luebjen ewwan) 1§
Moyely| Jo snejsiuels 1§

essoue) jo usjepbe|y 1S
sijoueg ap |9eydl\ 1S

oL

doysig ‘j9aie|\ 1S
1Ayiew ‘luoned oluojuy °|g

ysAlopezq isnbny g
Mejiig alnr 1S

M .

e10||8d BIUNSSY LR ‘|9
3jjes e ap 1sndeg uyor 1§

adod ‘| unsale) 1S
ajuaT jo Aepuns yiy

sewoy] aulayle) 1S
dO ‘194134 JUBDUIA IS

3 o

Aepinjeg

osouele) oueleen '1g
3|I1A9S Jo 210pIs] IS

luise) esala| euUeA ‘|9
1ddoso.1ag sino 18

Aepsiny|

998/E£E£GEG/WO0D(001sIalINYS/aleBAO|S ‘BlAR|SIIRIg (€C6L) ZIBWYOS
xe|\ Aq wnuewoy ajessi|\ ul Jaddng i1seT jo Aydesboyii

JApew ‘posbunjeq oipad 18
ejoed Jo sioueld 1S

Aepsaupap

lluoAed 21A0pNT *Ig
a|qouain jo ybny s

i |

Aepsan]

G20c

‘uosiad ayj jo

Anubip ayj joadsai |Im ‘sdiysuoije|
-31 uewny ase|dai jou |jIm salbojou
-Yyo9) Mmau ay} jo asn ay3 jey) Aead
sn 397 :|dy 10} suonauajuj 12Ae.d

Aepuojp

Aepung

jady







BISODIN JO XI|94 1S
Asejp jJo uoneusip ayy

LE

ojjalel ydasor 13
21y Jo ueor 1S

& o

B)SMOYI0paT ensin 1S
adod |\ [ned 1S

Kle:

pisfaimomo uelnp 1uojy ‘I
sled Jo ulewsan 1§

8¢

epe|enb)| jo ydasor '|1g
Aingiajues jo aunsnbny 1§

o —_—

LC

sepaled ap BUBLIBI 1S
1saud ‘La diiyd 1S

oz

adod ‘|| AtoBaiD 1S
191se3 jo Aepuns yig

G¢

suensuy9 jo diaH Atejy
neaio|\ uuydaz smoq '|g

.

ISsoy 1siideg uyor ‘1S
13Inoy] apnuy ueop 3§

elnr 18
e195e9 JO ey IS

09IX3|A\l JO SJAMEIA SIS
pouaze| jo auabng 1§

ol L2

uipJe] ojabuealy 18
BUIIS JO BuIpleuIag 1S

2 02

0QquaUA Jo uidsu) 1S
adod ‘A aunssje) 1S

6L

adod ‘| uyor 1S
191seq jo Aepung yig

BUISS|\| BUIUOIUY '|g
uojAeg |eosed 1S

1L

augonwodap uyor 13
1hyrew ‘ejoqog maipuy 1S

=91

JAuew ‘euydwAq 18
1awie4 ayj aiopisj 1S

LY

s1100LeD [9BYOIN 1S
apsody ‘selyne\ 1S

Pl

18UIN04 UagNY alpuy 1S
ewnled jo ApeinQ

&

SNa||IYoY %@ SNaJa| "SI
Jupaquwe epjawj |g

Nz

-

OBAJeD) BUIOIUY 1S
191seq jo Aepung yiy

Aeq
s,49Y10|\l

Ll

saud ‘e[IAy JO uyor ‘1S
191sNay\ ap uaiwe( 1S

JabBuipieylan esalay] |g
joqqy ‘sniwoyoed ‘1S

Yl 6

yainouelwaq esals] ‘|g
aunsnbiny 1§ Jo aunayles '|g

U

IUIBUBA 9SOY “1S
1]]99s0y aunsnbny 1S

09se|ON 49318 1S
|eAeT] ap sioduelq 1S

sa|ly Jo AlejiH 1S
oizidjng ozunp 1S

sipeled 81u0aT-"|\ 1S
191se3 Jo Aepung pig

sa|3sody ‘ssa ay3
sawer pue dijiyd sis

Aepanjeg

yainyg ays Jo Jojoop ‘doysig
sniseueyly 18

Aepuig

undwed opiesdly 1g
19)Jopn ay3 ydasor 1g

Aepsiny]

LZ AeN AN @
0z AelN D1 C
ZL AN N4 O
v ABN D4 D

Aepsaupapy

‘paziuewny aq yybiw A}a190s jeyl pue ‘Ayubip
ul pautelsns aq 3ybiw saljiwe} ‘qJuawiyiny puy
1ybBiw uosiad ysea Huom ybnoayj 3eyy Aead sn 197

Aepsan]

G20

Aepuo|p

:Aej\ 10} suonjuajuj 18Aeld s,adod ay|

Aepung

Z Aen







‘Pl1Mom 3y} uo uoissedwod aney o0} uies|

‘JeaH SIY wod} pue ‘snsar yum diysuoijejas jeuos
-19d e uj uonejosuod pul} 3ybiw sn Jo auo yaea eyl
Aeid sn 397 :aunp 10} suonjuajuj JaAeld s,adod ayy

GZaunr AN @
8L aunr Dl ¢
LLaunft N4 O
gaunrod )

awioy jo yosinyj ay3
30 suApep 141 'S1S

w}Fam

sapsody ‘|ned '@ 18)8 ‘SIS

doysig ‘snaueal] 13
Asepy Jo peay ajenaeww|

eLpUEXa|Y 4O |IAD 1S
SNS3f JO JIe3Y palaes ay|

LC

peppeH Jizeyy sanbaep '|g
BALI9ST BLIRWASO '1S

=9z

auleynby jo Jadsoid 1S
1119343A Jo weljjIip 1S
W

Ge

1sndeg ay} uyor 1S
jo Auanen ayy

Hewly ejjaeyey elep ’|g
osseje) ydasor 1§

€2

sHyo jo poojg pue
Apog AjoH 1soy 8y L

018IAIQ JO sewoy] '|g
ebezuon snisoly 1S

ejejosuo) jo Ape.unQ
adod ‘snuianjAg 1S

& N

1181U092|e BURBIIN[ 1S
1oqqy ‘plenwoy ‘1SS

T

uel|[9Ie |\ 8 YIEIN ‘SIS
obueqieg Alobaio 15

juesse) aue|y ydasor ’|g
pismolaIWYY M3V IS

181ayag esaiay] Aep ‘|9
sibay siouelq uyor 1§

Mm_.

uisno) euewlan ‘1§
Ayuuy Ajoy 1soyy 8y

7 %
o L\mw w.‘_c__mm__
‘gl

1aydoud ‘yell|3 13
snuyny pue snuajep ‘sis

yaany? ay} jo 10300Q R Isalid
‘enped jo Auoyuy 1S

.~ €1

siAlew ysijod 80l 'Ig
luojiag tedsen "1g

2L

1auIssel ejoed 1S
apsody ‘seqeuseg 1S

1saud ‘addod plenop3 '|g
doysig ‘snouapue 1§

21Ny ay3 Jo JaYIo|
‘Ade|p| uiBaip passalg

hmﬂw ]

JAuew ‘naiypag sanboep 11§
Aepung 3so2ajuad

10qqe ‘Haqoy 1S
18uern Asepy-Auoyyuy 1s

Aepianjeg

doysig ‘maquoN 1S
jeufiedweyq uyaaiepy 1S

J -

doysig ‘aIAly 1S
doysig ‘asejiuog 1

Aepsiny|

auopjews oddiji4 1S
ojlo19e4R) SIoURL 1S

Aepsaupapp

s1Apew ‘suoiuedwon
pue ebuemq sapeyy 1

RF

Aepsan]

18184 pue snuijjadley 'sis
1Ayew ‘euipuelg 18

Aepuojp

JApew ‘unsnp 1S
p407 3Y3 JO UOoISUdISY

Aepung

G20c¢ aunr

66917081 /WO02°001S181INYS/SLied Ul 8JLBWIUOIA JO HBaH paJides ayl Jo eoljiseq







vz ANt AN @
8L AINP D1 ¢
oLAINC N4 O

ZAnr o4 )

siqoder ap oulsniy g
ejoAoT jo snijeub) 1S

snbojosAiy) 19194 °1S
olpuel pjodoaT 18

@cm

sniezeT ‘1S pue
ARy 1S “eypey 1S

62

sns|a) B snuezep 'sig
nyjepednyennyy esuoydyy 1§

8¢

10100p ‘uodjeiued ‘1§
awy] Ateuipig ui Aepung /|

&

1sa14d ‘eda.d 861090 15
wiyaeor 1§ 1@ suuy 1§

apsody
‘19]ea4n) 3y} sawep 1S

N gz

Buysiuoisy 8y} eunsuy) s
oyl 19gey) 1S

ﬁ#w

eueinje|\ ap eylebiel ‘|g
uapams jo 3abpug 1S

€C

doysig ‘aiopoay] ‘1S
usjepbe Atep 1S

M 2

$9||19SJBJA| JO JOWIA 1S
ISIpung Jo aduaimeT 1§

ALz

doysig ‘sueuljjody 1S
awn) Aseuipag ui Aepung yig|

v

0¢

oubijo4 ap 19s11) 81181d 1S
a)lwa ‘audsiy 1S

=yl

eojudrq ep uowls ‘1S
doysig “jouepaly 1§

=0

7181l

pue|od jo BpImpaH 1S
wibpd ‘sixaly 1S

A

191s04 uajepbe|p Atepy| 1S
|awies junoyy jo Apeq ang

yanys ay} Jo Jojaop g doysig
ainjuaneuog 1S

Gl

00uR|0S SIouelS 1S
sij|a7 jo snjjlwe) ‘1§

1aiqieg elg|) 1S
auwny Areuipig u Aepung yig|

el

sasnods ‘uliang aljez
pue uiMe\ sinoT 'sig

adod ‘| snid 1S
10qqy “J01psuag 1S

siAyiew ‘suojuedwo)
pue ziny [9nuewwy °|g

1ol

siApew ‘suoluedwo? 61|
B buoy oeyz aunsnbny 1S

1so1d ‘aubip auiald '1g
e[l1osid 8 ejinby ‘s1g

k-4 ﬂ 8

JAllew 10y 0] 19319 |9
nesojuel4 oujuojuy 1§

_ﬁ.w._oo elelA ‘1S
awi) Areuipig ui Aepung yyy)

oubijo4 jo ejgbuy 18
elieaosez Arepy Auoypuy 18

Aepinjeg

nessel4 oibloin a4 °|g
|eBnliod jo yaqezi 3 1S

Aepug

(9Z AIne uo Aep iseay) Auepy

adod ‘|| 087 1S
apisody ‘sewoy] 1S

.\

Aepsiny|

uagnor ewubng '1g
ouljeay oulpieuag 1S

Aepsaupap

SNsap J0 poojg snoivalyd
euag osadiunp 1§

sy

Aepsan]

‘|Jadson) ayy pue jsuy) woliy Aeme sn
speaj| ey} BuiyiAiana 1os8faa pue aj|
jo syled asooyd 03} moy Mmouy 03} ‘U139
-SIp 0} moy uted| uiebe ybiw am eyl
Aeid sn o7 :Ajnp 1o} suonualuj Jaheld

Aepuojp

Aepung

G20z AInr

uIBJIA 9y} Jo Jayjow ‘auuy jules







SNsa ap es|oleN 1S
uebnp auueap 1§

alAuew ‘aulgeg 915
a)sndeg -ueap s ap a1hue

eunipay\ ap euinbeop a1g
anbana ‘unnsnbny 1§

S8y JO sniesee’) 1S
eOIUO IS

BMOU201s3z9 Jo ApeT.anQ
Apienoeg weunep 1S

XY

97

zuese|e) ydasor 1S
Bupj ‘aouel Jo sInoT 1S

snjeuuo puowAey 1g

89 ¢

mawojoyueg 1S

Q) ve

muag dijiud 1S
euwli jJo asoy 1S

uniny jo uenoydwaAg 18
Arep Jo diysuaanp ayl

OAlleUBWIROSRY 8110)DIA |
adod ‘X snid 1S

yaIny9 ay} Jo 10390p ‘J0qqy
XneAlie|) jo pieusag 1S

gcw

seiq A oualoj [91y29z3 1S
3saud ‘sapn3 uyor ‘1S

.._._/

(A 61

ebeyanig opeuny Haqly 1S
eus|aH ‘1S

1saud ‘yiuioeAH 1S
awy)] Areuipag wi Aepung yipz

L1

Bury ‘Atebuny jo uaydeg 1§
wubpd ‘yooy 1S

JAuew ‘snisioie] 1S
Atepp Jo uondwnssy

NS 2
.Gl

IZusy yieqez!|3 'Ig
akyiew ‘agjoy uenwixey) 1§

14

sniAjoddiy B uenuod ‘s1S
uoduewoy apjiuag ‘1S

cl

unu ‘jejuey?) ap
saoueuq auef 1S

cl

JAlew ‘euuesng °1g
uibaiA ‘aue|) 1S

JAlleWw ‘eousime 1S
awy Areuipig w Aepung gL

oL

doysig ‘sniune|y 1S
JApew ‘uils yup3 1S

b .

dojioe Ate 1S
1saud ‘oluiwoq 1§

adod ‘|| smIXIS 1S
uejale) 1S

plo7 ayy jo
uoneinbysues]

9

aloifibey ele|y ejues -aIpag
auoossue yo1apald ‘|9

sisand ysued jo uosjed
Asuuelp Asep uyor 1

eIpAT 1S
0 ut Aepung yig)

1119948 40 Snigasng 1S
piewA3 uelnp 1919 ‘1S

Aepinjeg

(1991) ueseqinz ap oasiouelq Aq

yainy) ays 4o JoyaoQ @ doysig
1ionb1] snsuoyd|y 1S

Aepuy

L€ Bny D4 D
Gz '‘bny AN @
91'6ny D7 ¢
6 BNy N4 O
L'Bny D4 D

Aepsiny|

Bunuied ‘uondasuon ajejnoeww] ay L

‘'suoseal |eaibojoapl 10 snoibijas ‘|esinjod ‘a1uyla 104 UOI3LIUOIJUOD
jo uoneldwal ayjl 0} qunaans jou jybiw }naLyip

Aepsaupapp

2i0W SWAas a2UIISIXA0I 3IAYM S3133190s ey} Aeud sn 3o

:3snbny 10} suonjuajuj 18Aeld s,adod ayy

Aepsan]

G20c

Aepuoyp

Aepung

1snbny







"j9adsal pue ano|

jo Ayriom pue por) Aq panoj aie oym sainjeas |je
yHm asuapuadapiajul 1no asuanadxa 3ybiw am
‘sjouelq juteg Aq pasidsul ‘Jeyy Aead sn 397
:1aquiaydag 10} suonuaju| 1aheld s,adod ay|

Jauayybijug ayy Aobaig 18
awoJaf 1S

sjabueyo.y ‘jaeydey B
18uqen ‘|seydl ‘s1s

SNE|SUSJUBAA 1S
awy Aseuipag uy Aepung yioz

8¢

Ined ap JuadUIA 1S

i

siAyie ueipeue) ‘s1s

W 9z

quiens uddIA 1S
uelweq g uewso 'sig

)/

e 14

Adis|p o ApeanQ
uljpwey aijiwg °ig

o

adod ‘snui 1S
euldjie1ald jo old 1S

siAyiew ‘suojuedwo?n
pue asunep 1S

ajisody ‘mayne 1S
awi] Areuipig ui Aepung Y1z

X4

siApew ‘suoiuedwo) B
uobae] wry maipuy 1S

i 0Z

=

JAuBW 18 "A9 “IBIAURP 1S
apajes e| ap aweq-anoN

W 61

elydos 15
ouiadn) jo ydasor 19

o s

uaBug jo pieBap|iH 1S
aujuue||eg M3qoY ‘1S

LL

siAriew ‘uenndA) 1
pue snijaui09) 1S

aeousn Jo aulsyle) 1S
SM0410S Jo ApeT inQ

U,

sso19) AjoH a3
Jo uonejjexy sy

14

yainy9 ay} jo J03a0( ‘doysig
wojsosAiy) uyor 1§

el

"B

doysig ‘ueliw3z 1S
Asepy jo awepy Ajoy 1soy

B \P_*

L_«wmm
Yien Z L

-yuloeAH % snjold 'S1S
aihoqiad |auqen uyop 1S

SOYOUBIAY JO HBQNY 1S
ouiua|o] Jo sejoydIN ‘1S

ol

awwoyuog alald '|g
1ane|) 19184 1S

weuezQ olapald ‘|g
Arepy uibaip ays jo Ayaneny

Juow ‘pnoj) 1S
awi) Areuipag ui Aepung pigg

sanBieng ap pueiyag '|g
ueneboy ' ueneuo( 'sig

Aepinjeg

€28€£8GG81/wod™d0)siapnys/aulesn
Ialiqeo pue [9eydlN
s|abueyaity A|OH 3y} Jo uoal xopoyuQ

‘uoibaa essapQ °

luelUSNID 8OUBIMET 1S
e1Nod|e) JO BSAID] 1S

Aepuig

ulbJIA ‘eljesoy 1S
Jabuejag euiq '|1g

Aepsiny|

T

421ny9 3y} jo 10}00Q B adoy
1eaun) ay)y Atobain 19

.\t.

Aepsaupap

uapams jo pubuj 1
jasseln gipuy °|g

Aepsan]

S9SAUB|\ BA|IS BP 901}eag 1S
10qqy ‘s8I 1S

Aepuojp

0¢ 1dag D4 )
1Z 1deS AN @
1 1deg 07 €
L1das N4 O

Aepung

Z 19quialdag







62190 04 D
12 10 AN @
€L R001C
LPON4 O

JApew ‘upuanp 18
zanbupoy snsuoydy 1S

.Fm

nofuy jo eus|aH 1S
119y jo ojabuy 1S

0€

ouepeg elely) °ig
001413 oueleen 19

Tl 62

sajysody
‘apnp pue uowis ‘s1S
7

7) 8z

doysig ‘snipuawini{ 1S

hd

L 1z

adod ‘smsiien 18
awn) Aseuipig ut Aepung yigg

Y oz

JAuew ‘auAely HaquIng 18
uepuidsyig g uidsu "s1g

Ge

1saud ‘ejjaueny 16in7 1S
1a1e]) Asey Auoyiuy 1S

Ve

ueaysided jo uyor 1S

€C

adod ‘|| |ned uyor 1

5z

elsny jo sapey) ’|g
inbadpn eAojuopy eineq 1g

e

- e

& Y W4

doysig ‘si[e}A 1S
uipieasog ejjiuag ‘I 1S

J 0z

SS01) 9y} JO |ned 1'S
awi] Areuipig ui Aepung gz

el

elelued|y JO 18led 1S
1s119bueny ‘ayn 18

e

@ gl

1Apew pue doysig
‘yaojuy jo sniyeub) 3

Ll

anboae|y |\ 18Jebie| 1S
a|jIAnoA p ayuanbiep 1S

2

yainyo ayj jo 10390Q
B|IAY JO BS343] 1S

ol Gl

wﬁom ‘I snisijje)d ‘1S

14

(epeueq) Aeq Buinibsyuey)
Bupj ‘premp3 1S

% e

sINoy ojie) 1S
awi] Areuipag ut Aepung y1gz

1INeS Japuexaly ‘1S
adod ‘lIIXX uyor 1S
0

o m

eibiog sioueld 1s
luoquwio) |alueq 1S

IpJeuoaT uyor 1S
uewmap AluaH uyor 1S

euojadleg Jo SIALB |9
eibejad 1S

8

adod ‘L e\ 1S
Aresoy ayj jo ApeqanQ

ounig "1
13yaoing asoy aue\ ‘|9

9

BY[S|EeMOY| BUlISNES 1S
awi] Areuipig ui Aepung Y/

ISISSY O sioueld 1S

Aepinjeg

snpipue) 1S
uoluuel\ equinjo) ‘|g

1AepLig

JalIABYD BuIoUY '|g
sjabuy ueipiens AjoH

Aepsiny|

v12012Zz/wodyd0jsiaynys/puejiey |
o)bBueg ul yainyo asead jo ApeinQ
je Auesoy A|oH 3y} jo Ape JnQj 0 anje}s

idesn3 enoa) 'ig
SNS3af pjiy) ay} jo asaiayj 1S

.

Aepsaupap

Gco

‘Ajluiajely uewiny pue aansn[ ‘asead ajowoad

pue puajap 0} 1aylahoy y4

om 1yBiw suonipesy

snolBijaJ Jualajip ul s1d9Aaljaq 1ey) Aead sn 397
119039 10} suonuaju| 1d8Aeid s,adod ayy

nepsanj

Aepuojp

Aepung

Z 1870190







l1ereuBld ydasor s
luese4 sipuelq 1S

62

oyaqry jo Ape7ing
ainoqeT] auuayled) 1S

.
@\wN

|epaI\l snonaealAl
ay} jo ApeqanQ

suewyolag uyor 18
aoLne|\| Mod jo pieuoat 1§

Iyooyen euel g 161N '|g
elIpuexaly Jo auuayles 1§

siApew ‘suojuedwon
pue oej-bung maipuy 1§

JUaApY jo Aepung is|
F

asianun ayy jo bury 1suyg

il

LApew ‘) a101eAlRS 19
JAyew ‘enoa) 1S

BYsi|pals sadueld '|g
Aiepy] Jo uonejuasaid

: =
| B
-._...‘. £

XA

A eunyod eLelA '|g
JAyew ‘punwp3 1S

e 1

uloQgaydey Jo ap|yasp 1S
pismoutjey| |seydey 1S

Ined 1S pue 133 1S Jo
seojjiseq jo uoneaipag

sino] jo Aiobaip 15
AseBuny jo ylaqezi3 1S

e}|9H JO apnJuan 15
awi] Areurpag ui Aepung ypg

uoissed ays jo Alejy 19
1ealn ayl Haq|y ‘1S

10qqy ‘sniuopis 1s
9]00],0 d9udime ‘1S

79 L

luojUBI1ad PUNSOBY 815
©)1S0)] Sse|siuels 1S

1Aew pue doysig
zoImasun)y| jeydesor 1

JALeW “J010IA 1S
sinoj jo uiuepy 1S

990UI|jaAY MaIpUY 1S
adod ‘3eain ay} 097 1S

eoljiseg ueiajeT]
ay3} jo uonesipaqg

100G sunq uyor '|g
Ayuuy ayy jo yaqez3 18

M s

1onuipjeg Auoyiuy ‘|g
1SS0I5) 0ZUBDUIA 1S

Juuay ‘pleuoa 1S

agez3 B Aleyoez 's1g
[M0ju0g eLERY OPINY IS

E g

SIO[eA JO X194 1S
oawouiog sajieyd 1S

doysig ‘WaqnHy 1S
Sa410d ap uiMen ‘1S

€

pauedap |njyuey ays jje
JO uonjelowdWWON)

J1oAe|\ Hadny °|g
sjuies |[e jo Ajuwiajog

m

Aepinjeg

82 'NOND4d D
0Z "oN AN @
1 'MONTDT
G'AON N4 O

Aepuig

€.€99v.cce/wodyd0)s1apnys

/(a1eq19pey) jeyoung seau ‘neleles

ur Bury ay} 3sUy9 jo anjels

-}oeq pauinl
ale s)90]9
'Spua awil]
Buines 1ybij
-Aeq ‘g "‘AON

Aepsiny|

Gco

Aepsaupapp

*aJ1] Jo Aineaq ayj o031 uado aq pue ‘Ajjunwwo9 vy}
ul paau Aayj anoj pue ated ‘poddns ayy puiy 3ybiw syybnoyy
|ep12ins yum Buibbniys aie oym asoy jey} Aeid sn 3o

:19(WIBAO|\ 10} suoualu| JaAeid s,adod ayy

Aepsan]

Aepuoyp

Aepung

Z 19UIBAON]







‘adoy pue uoijeljiouodal ‘asead jo
spaas aq Jybiw ‘3se3 a|ppIAl 3y ul
Ajjeroadsa “31911ju09 10 1em jo seale
ul Buial suensuys eyl Aead sn 3o

:13quiada 10} suoluajuj 1aAeid

deylulwijog ap uejy ’|g
adod ‘| 191s9AjAS 1S

LE

opleaosog Alejp uyor '|g
oaseAey eluabng °|g

0€

a|doujueisuoy Jo snjjpue 1S
j9)09g sewoy] 1S

62

ajiwe4 ajuies e|
Apwey Ajoy ayy

8¢

eejoiqed 1S
apisody ‘uyor 1s

2 7

0]|0d 0pu023asg '|g
JAyew 3s| ‘uaydels 1S

- 9¢

(pio7 8u3 jo
Aunnep) sewsuy)

s

“

G¢

$$94QY ‘B[apY IS
110H8) Yagezy|3 ejoed 1S

Y 42

Ayuay| yo uyor 1s

d:

ssaipunoy ‘uriqe)
J91ARY Ssaoueld '}S

22

snisiue) 18184 1's
1uaApY jo Aepuns yiy

=1

g

OUBWIOY JUBDUIA IS
SO[IS §0 dlujwoq 1S

10z

adod ‘A uequn '1g
adod ‘| snisejseuy ‘1S

57

a|le\ eIsawaN eIy °|g
doysig ‘uenen 13

1481

Ja1wi09 aue|y yiuieAy ‘g
sanlp A Jauedueyy ydasop 1g

B

s|ebuy ay1 jo Asely |9
oIsiyaJe\ 21uswWal) ‘Ig

il g1

BSOY Ip BSSION0I) BLEBIA 1S
1eoe1g eUIBNA IS

Gl

$S0.0 9y1 JO uyor 1§
JUBApY jo Aepung pig

LA

elIpo 1S
iApew ‘eron 1§

el

sseauawy ay} Jo uosed
‘adnjepeny jo Apeqang

1

ﬁw,a_mmw—.

snsap ap sejjiAele|\ Alejy 1S
adod ‘| snsewe(q '1S

b (’*
.‘qr_ *

“m

opuelin( oluouy 0dIel\ ‘|9
0jai07 jo ApeqanQ

oL

obaiqg uenp 1S

6

Arey uwibaip *1g 8y jo
uondasuo) ajensewiw]

asolquiy 1S
JUaApY jo Aepung pug

JApiew ‘|lenased Jsjad 1S
doysig ‘eJAp Jo sejoyaiy 18

|

Aepinjeg

Ipleury diyd ‘19
10qqy ‘seqes 1S

Aepuig

1L12986¥C1 /WOD}D0)s1apnys

JApew g uibuin ‘eleqleq 18
auaosewe( uyor 1S

Aepsiny|

T\

1818p1yas) uoA ynwoday ' °|g
13saud ‘1aineY sioueld 1§

Aepsaupap

BisulAyg |eeydey "|g
JApew ‘euelqig 1S

Aepsan]

pines
-no4 ap sapeyn 1S
)

Aepuojlp

JXARLICNOE )
0Z '9°d NN @
Ll ®a 01«
G090 N4 O

Aepung

Z 1aquiaonaq




e = _—
e A e ——— -
F - 3 T3 = ™ |
iy e r b

2025, a Holy Year

S Lo T B e

whose theme is Hope

The Holy Year, or Jubilee, first celebrated by the
Catholic Church in the year 1300, has its origin in
Leviticus, a book of the Old Testament in which a Ju-
bilee Year is recognized every 50 years. In a Jubilee
Year, slaves and prisoners would be freed, and debts
erased. It is therefore a time of conversion, penance,
forgiveness and remission of temporal penalties in-
curred for sin (what are called indulgences).

In 1470, Pope Paul Il decreed that the jubilee
would be celebrated every 25 years, which has been
the norm ever since. Exceptionally, the pope can de-
cide on a jubilee on other occasions, as was the case
in 1933 and 71983, to celebrate the 1900th and 1950th
anniversary of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, or in
2015, the Holy Year of Mercy.

On May 9, 2024, Pope Francis published the letter
of indiction (convocation) for the jubilee of the Holy
Year 2025, entitled “Spes non confundit” — Hope
does not disappoint — explaining why this theme of
hope was chosen, and what it means for the Church
and all the faithful. We learn, among other things,
that if hope is above all about obtaining eternal life
and the happiness of heaven, it also concerns the
need to live in peace and to obtain the bread of each
day, without having to worry about tomorrow (which
would be realized under Economic Democracy), be-
cause this is also the will of God the Creator for all
humans. Here are large excerpts from the letter.

by Pope Francis
Hope does not disappoint

SPES NON CONFUNDIT. “Hope does not dis-
appoint” (Rom 5:5). In the spirit of hope, the Apos-
tle Paul addressed these words of encouragement
to the Christian community of Rome. Hope is also
the central message of the coming Jubilee that, in
accordance with an ancient tradition, the Pope pro-
claims every twenty-five years.

36 | MICHAEL October/November/December 2024

Everyone knows what it is to hope. In the heart of
each person, hope dwells as the desire and expecta-
tion of good things to come, despite our not know-
ing what the future may bring. Even so, uncertainty
about the future may at times give rise to conflicting
feelings, ranging from confident trust to apprehen-
siveness, from serenity to anxiety, from firm convic-
tion to hesitation and doubt. Often we come across
people who are discouraged, pessimistic and cynical
about the future, as if nothing could possibly bring
them happiness. For all of us, may the Jubilee be
an opportunity to be renewed in hope. God’s word
helps us find reasons for that hope. Taking it as our
guide, let us return to the message that the Apostle
Paul wished to communicate to the Christians of
Rome. (...)

Endurance and patience

Saint Paul is a realist. He knows that life has its
joys and sorrows, that love is tested amid trials, and
that hope can falter in the face of suffering. Even so,
he can write: “We boast in our sufferings, knowing
that suffering produces endurance, and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope”
(Rom 5:3-4).(...)

In this way, we learn to practise a virtue closely
linked to hope, namely patience. In our fast-paced
world, we are used to wanting everything now. We
no longer have time simply to be with others; even
families find it hard to get together and enjoy one
another’s company. Patience has been put to flight
by frenetic haste, and this has proved detrimental,
since it leads to impatience, anxiety and even gra-
tuitous violence, resulting in more unhappiness and
self-centredness. (...)

Pilgrims on a journey of hope

This interplay of hope and patience makes us
see clearly that the Christian life is a journey calling
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for moments of greater intensity to encourage and
sustain hope as the constant companion that guides
our steps towards the goal of our encounter with the
Lord Jesus. (...)

Pilgrimage is of course a fundamental element
of every Jubilee event. Setting out on a journey is
traditionally associated with our human quest for
meaning in life. A pilgrimage on foot is a great aid
for rediscovering the value of silence, effort and sim-
plicity of life. In the coming year (2025), pilgrims of
hope will surely travel the ancient and more modern
routes in order to experience the Jubilee to the full.
(...)

Sustained by this great tradition, and certain
that the Jubilee Year will be for the entire Church a
lively experience of grace and hope, | hereby
decree that the Holy Door of the Basil-
ica of Saint Peter in the Vatican will Q’Ls
be opened on 24 December 2024,
thus inaugurating the Ordinary
Jubilee. (...)

| further decree that on
Sunday, 29 December 2024, in
every cathedral and co-cath-
edral, diocesan bishops are
to celebrate Holy Mass as the
solemn opening of the Jubilee
Year, using the ritual indications
that will be provided for that oc-
casion... The Ordinary Jubilee will
conclude with the closing of the
Holy Door in the Papal Basilica of Saint
Peter in the Vatican on 6 January 2026,
the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord.

Signs of hope

In addition to finding hope in God's grace, we are
also called to discover hope in the signs of the times
that the Lord gives us. (...)The first sign of hope
should be the desire for peace in our world, which
once more finds itself immersed in the tragedy of
war. Heedless of the horrors of the past, humanity is
confronting yet another ordeal, as many peoples are
prey to brutality and violence. What does the future
hold for those peoples, who have already endured
so much? How is it possible that their desperate plea
for help is not motivating world leaders to resolve
the numerous regional conflicts in view of their pos-
sible consequences at the global level? Is it too much
to dream that arms can fall silent and cease to rain
down destruction and death? {...)

Looking to the future with hope also entails hav-
ing enthusiasm for life and a readiness to share it.
Sadly, in many situations this is lacking. A first ef-
fect of this is the loss of the desire to transmit life. A
number of countries are experiencing an alarming
decline in the birthrate as a result of today’s frenetic
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pace, fears about the future, the lack of job secur-
ity and adequate social policies, and social models
whose agenda is dictated by the quest for profit rath-
er than concern for relationships. In certain quarters,
the tendency “to blame population growth, instead
of extreme and selective consumerism on the part of
some, is one way of refusing to face the [real] issues”.

Men and women, created in the image and like-
ness of God (cf. Gen 1:26), cannot rest content with
getting along one day at a time, settling for the here
and now and seeking fulfilment in material realities
alone. This leads to a narrow individualism and the
loss of hope; it gives rise to a sadness that lodges
in the heart and brings forth fruits of discontent and
intolerance.

On the left, the official logo of the Holy Year,
the cross of Christ is like an anchor for us.
.‘J‘ ’

Young people without hope

During the Holy Year, we are

called to be tangible signs of

hope for those of our brothers

and sisters who experience

hardships of any kind. (...)

Signs of hope are also need-

ed by those who are the very

embodiment of hope, namely,

the young. Sadly, they often

see their dreams and aspira-

tions frustrated. We must not

disappoint them, for the future

depends on their enthusiasm. It is

gratifying to see the energy they dem-

onstrate, for example, by rolling up their

sleeves and volunteering to help when disasters
strike and people are in need.

Yet it is sad to see young people who are without
hope, who face an uncertain and unpromising future,
who lack employment or job security, or realistic
prospects after finishing school. Without the hope
that their dreams can come true, they will inevitably
grow discouraged and listless. Escaping into drugs,
risk-taking and the pursuit of momentary pleasure
does greater harm to them in particular, since it clos-
es them to life’s beauty and richness, and can lead to
depression and even self-destructive actions.

For this reason, the Jubilee should inspire the
Church to make greater efforts to reach out to them.
With renewed passion, let us demonstrate care
and concern for adolescents, students and young
couples, the rising generation. Let us draw close
to the young, for they are the joy and hope of the
Church and of the world! {...)

| ask with all my heart that hope be granted to
the billions of the poor, who often lack the essen-
tials of life. Before the constant tide of new forms
of impoverishment, we can easily grow inured and P
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p resigned. Yet we must not close our eyes to the dra-

matic situations that we now encounter all around
us, not only in certain parts of the world.

Each day we meet people who are poor orimpover-
ished; they may even be our next-door neighbours.
Often they are homeless or lack sufficient food for the
day. They suffer from exclusion and indifference on the
part of many. It is scandalous that in a world possessed
of immense resources, destined largely to producing
weapons, the poor continue to be “the majority of the
planet’s population, billions of people.

The goods of the earth destined for everyone

Echoing the age-old message of the prophets,
the Jubilee reminds us that the goods of the earth
are not destined for a privileged few, but for every-
one. The rich must be generous and not avert their
eyes from the faces of their brothers and sisters in
need. Here | think especially of those who lack water
and food: hunger is a scandal, an open wound on
the body of our humanity, and it summons all of us
to a serious examination of conscience.

| renew my appeal that “with the money spent
on weapons and other military expenditures, let us
establish a global fund that can finally put an end
to hunger and favour development in the most im-
poverished countries, so that their citizens will not re-
sort to violent or illusory situations, or have to leave
their countries in order to seek a more dignified life”.

Cancel debts

Another heartfelt appeal that | would make in
light of the coming Jubilee is directed to the more
affluent nations. | ask that they acknowledge the
gravity of so many of their past decisions and de-
termine to forgive the debts of countries that will
never be able to repay them. More than a question
of generosity, this is a matter of justice. It is made
all the more serious today by a new form of injus-
tice which we increasingly recognize, namely, that “a
true ‘ecological debt’ exists, particularly between the
global North and South, connected to commercial
imbalances with effects on the environment and the
disproportionate use of natural resources by certain
countries over long periods of time”.

As sacred Scripture teaches, the earth is the
Lord’s and all of us dwell in it as “aliens and tenants”
( Lev 25:23). If we really wish to prepare a path to
peace in our world, let us commit ourselves to rem-
edying the remote causes of injustice, settling unjust
and unpayable debts, and feeding the hungry.

Anchored in hope

Hope, together with faith and charity, makes up
the triptych of the “theological virtues” that express
the heart of the Christian life (cf. 1 Cor 13:13; 1 Thess
1:3). In their inseparable unity, hope is the virtue
that, so to speak, gives inward direction and purpose
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to the life of believers. For this reason, the Apostle
Paul encourages us to “rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, and persevere in prayer” (Rom 12:12).

Surely we need to “abound in hope” (cf. Rom
15:13), so that we may bear credible and attractive
witness to the faith and love that dwell in our hearts;
that our faith may be joyful and our charity enthusias-
tic; and that each of us may be able to offer a smile,
a small gesture of friendship, a kind look, a ready
ear, a good deed, in the knowledge that, in the Spirit
of Jesus, these can become, for those who receive
them, rich seeds of hope. Yet what is the basis of our
hope? To understand this, let us stop and reflect on
“the reasons for our hope” (cf. 1 Pet 3:15).

What is hope?

“I believe in life everlasting”. (Apostles’ Creed)
So our faith professes. Christian hope finds in these
words an essential foundation. For hope is “that
theological virtue by which we desire... eternal life
as our happiness”. Catechism of the Catholic Church,
No. 1817.)

The Second Vatican Council says of hope that,
“when people are deprived of this divine support,
and lack hope in eternal life, their dignity is deeply
impaired, as may so often be seen today. The prob-
lems of life and death, of guilt and suffering, remain
unsolved, so that people are frequently thrown into
despair”. (Gaudium et Spes, 21.)

We, however, by virtue of the hope in which we
were saved, can view the passage of time with the
certainty that the history of humanity and our own
individual history are not doomed to a dead end or
a dark abyss, but directed to an encounter with the
Lord of glory. As a result, we live our lives in expect-
ation of his return and in the hope of living forever
in him. In this spirit, we make our own the heartfelt
prayer of the first Christians with which sacred Scrip-
ture ends: “Come, Lord Jesus!” ( Rev 22:20).

The hope of eternal life

Christ died, was buried, was raised and ap-
peared. For our sake, Jesus experienced the drama
of death. The Father’s love raised him in the power
of the Spirit, and made of his humanity the first fruits
of our eternal salvation. Christian hope consists pre-
cisely in this: that in facing death, which appears to
be the end of everything, we have the certainty that,
thanks to the grace of Christ imparted to us in Bap-
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tism, “life is changed, not ended”, forever. Buried
with Christ in Baptism, we receive in his resurrection
the gift of a new life that breaks down the walls of
death, making it a passage to eternity.

The goal to which we tend on our earthly pil-
grimage (cf. Rom 6:22). The most convincing testi-
mony to this hope is provided by the martyrs.
Steadfast in their faith in the risen Christ, they re-
nounced life itself here below, rather than betray
their Lord. Martyrs, as confessors of the life that
knows no end, are present and numerous in every
age, and perhaps even more so in our own day. We
need to treasure their testimony, in order to con-
firm our hope and allow it to bear good fruit.

What, then, will become of us after death? With
Jesus, beyond this threshold we will find eternal life,
consisting in full communion with God as we forever
contemplate and share in his infinite love. All that we
now experience in hope, we shall then see in reality.
We are reminded of the words of Saint Augustine:
“When | am one with you in all my being, there will
be no more pain and toil; my life shall be true life, a
life wholly filled by you".

What will characterize this fullness of commun-
ion? Being happy. Happiness is our human vocation,
a goal to which all aspire. But what is happiness?
What is the happiness that we await and desire?

Not some fleeting pleasure, a momentary satis-
faction that, once experienced, keeps us longing for
more, in a desperate quest that leaves our hearts un-
sated and increasingly empty. We aspire to a happi-
ness that is definitively found in the one thing that can
bring us fulfilment, which is love. Thus, we will be able
to say even now: | am loved, therefore | exist; and |
will live forever in the love that does not disappoint,
the love from which nothing can ever separate me.
Let us listen once more to the words of the Apostle: “I
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:38-39).

The indulgence and forgiveness of sins

The sacrament of Penance assures us that God
wipes away our sins... Still, as we know from per-
sonal experience, every sin “leaves its mark”. Sin
has consequences, not only outwardly in the effects
of the wrong we do, but also inwardly, inasmuch as
“every sin, even venial, entails an unhealthy attach-
ment to creatures, which must be purified either here
on earth, or after death, in the state called Purgatory”.
In our humanity, weak and attracted by evil, certain
residual effects of sin remain. These are removed by
the indulgence, always by the grace of Christ, who,
as Saint Paul VI wrote, “is himself our ‘indulgence

The Apostolic Penitentiary will issue norms for
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Pope Francis

obtaining and rendering spiritually fruitful the prac-
tice of the Jubilee indulgence.

Hope is an anchor

In our journey towards the Jubilee, let us return
to Scripture and realize that it speaks to us in these
words: “May we who have taken refuge in him be
strongly encouraged to seize the hope set before us.
We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of
the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine behind
the curtain, where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf,
has entered” (Heb 6:18-20). Those words are a force-
ful encouragement for us never to lose the hope we
have been given, to hold fast to that hope and to find
in God our refuge and our strength.....

The image of the anchor is eloquent; it helps us
to recognize the stability and security that is ours
amid the troubled waters of this life, provided we
entrust ourselves to the Lord Jesus. The storms
that buffet us will never prevail, for we are firmly
anchored in the hope born of grace, which enables
us to live in Christ and to overcome sin, fear and
death. This hope, which transcends life’s fleeting
pleasures and the achievement of our immedi-
ate goals, makes us rise above our trials and dif-
ficulties, and inspires us to keep pressing forward,
never losing sight of the grandeur of the heavenly
goal to which we have been called.

The coming Jubilee will thus be a Holy Year
marked by the hope that does not fade, our hope
in God. May it help us to recover the confident trust
that we require, in the Church and in society, in our
interpersonal relationships, in international relations,
and in our task of promoting the dignity of all per-
sons and respect for God’s gift of creation. May the
witness of believers be for our world a leaven of au-
thentic hope, a harbinger of new heavens and a new
earth (cf. 2 Pet 3:13), where men and women will
dwell in justice and harmony, in joyful expectation of
the fulfilment of the Lord’s promises. <

Pope Francis
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What will the world of tomorrow be?

Louis Even wrote an article, first published in
March 1960, comparing the choice between commun-
ism and Economic Democracy (also known as Social
Credit, developed by Scottish engineer Clifford Hugh
Douglas, not to be confused with Chinese social credit,
a system of surveillance and control).

Even though communism fell in Russia and Eastern
Europe, let's remember that the Bolshevik revolution
of 1917 was financed by Wall Street bankers to take
a snapshot of what their one world government (the
New World Order) would look like on a global scale.

The socialists of the Fabian school
(Sydney Webb, George Bernard Shaw et
al), founders of the London School of Eco-
nomics, shared Karl Marx’s ideas on com-
munism, but differed in their approaches to
achieve it. Whereas Marx advocated revolu-
tion, the Fabians chose a ong term approach,
using socialism and centralization to achieve
the same end.

We have a recent version of commun-
ism advocated by Klaus Schwab’s World
Economic Forum, which infamously told us:
“You will own nothing and be happy”. The
World Economic Forum wants the world-
wide implementation of the Chinese social
credit system which awards and subtracts
points to citizens depending on one’s com-
pliance with the state. Further, with the elim-
ination of paper money and its replacement
by a digital currency, control over the population of the
world would be achieved.

As Father Peter Coffey of Ireland wrote in a letter
to Canadian Jesuit priest, Father Richard, on March 3,
1932:

“I've studied the subject for 15 years and | consid-
er financial reform, as proposed by Douglas, essen-
tial to the re-establishment of a Christian economic
system and therefore the only opposition to a revolu-
tionary, violent and atheistic communism.

“As for the possibility of carrying out this reform
in concrete terms with the mass psychology of a
doped-up public and with all the power of the world
capitalist press aligned against it? That is the secret
of the gods! But | see only one alternative: it’s either
Douglas Social Credit or the chaos of communism.
The whole crux of the tragic transition from capital-
ism to communism is currently located in finance.”

The choice is between the economic system of
Douglas and Louis Even, or the social credit system
of Communist China and the World Economic Forum.
The Pilgrims of St. Michael aims to inform the public so
the better choice will be made.

A. Pilote

Louis Even (1885-1974)
Founder of MICHAEL

by Louis Even

A change is unavoidable

Only the privileged few would argue that the
present state of world affairs is satisfactory. On the
contrary, it could be said that the greater part of the
population of most countries is in a revolt that takes
many shapes and forms.

Employees revolt against the conditions under
which they work. Employers revolt against financial re-
strictions, against government interference and against
the complex maze which con-
trols their businesses. Individ-
uals balk at the ever-growing
burden of taxation. The unem-
ployed and the penniless revolt
against the hopeless situation
in which they find themselves.

Revolting against condi-
tions that irritate us is natural.
It is the reaction of men who
will not allow themselves to be
belittled or destroyed by nega-
tive circumstances that hinder
their future. Revolt against such
a situation is the first step in
deciding to modify it. It is the
forerunner of a major upheav-
al or, at least, heralds a major
change.

Today, revolt is generalized and growing. This
leads us to the conclusion that fundamental changes
are unavoidable. It has become a common place to
say that a new world is in the making. What remains
to be seen is what it will be made of. Will it be revolu-
tion and chaos leading to dictatorship ? Or shall we see
well-ordered changes that lead us slowly but surely to
overall satisfaction?

A common social objective

The purpose of any association is to facilitate each
and every member in the satisfaction of their needs
more easily than if they pursued their objectives alone.
This is the case with workers and farmer’s unions,
business associations, corporations, co-ops, sports
clubs, etc. Each association pursues the particular
goals sought by its members upon their joining.

Society’s objective, sought by the association to
which all citizens belong, is to facilitate the procure-
ment of all the goods that the people of a nation have
agreed they want.

People’s needs are certainly multiple and varied.
Among the individuals who make up a society, some
will prioritize things that will leave others completely
indifferent.



Now there are, without any doubt, two things that
every individual seeks from the society to which he
belongs. These two things are economic security and
personal freedom.

By economic security we mean access to the ne-
cessities of life to satisfy one’s basic needs, including
food, clothing, lodging, medical care, and such educa-
tion as is necessary in modern society.

Theoretically, personal freedom is of greater im-
portance than economic security. But in practice, free-
dom cannot be achieved until one’s economic needs
are met.

However, once he has acquired the basics and is
living decently, the individual who has an affinity for
freedom may refuse to participate in undertakings that
would shackle him, even though they might make him
richer. He would cherish his freedom as a value great-
er than money or greater than an increase in material
comfort.

As for one who is insatiable, he who seeks to gath-
er an ever-larger fortune and runs after money, more
money, and still more money, he is a slave.

It might be said that freedom begins with the satis-
faction of our basic needs and ends as we start chas-
ing the superfluous.

Socialism or capitalism?

When discussing economic security, politicians,
economists and sociologists maintain that guaran-
teeing economic security requires surrendering our
personal freedom. They are in this way upholding, un-
consciously perhaps, socialist thinking. Governments
have been creeping in this direction rather than facing
and changing a dishonest financial system.

Socialists promise everyone will have economic
security, but not without state intervention, central
planning and state-run economies with cumbersome
bureaucracy and onerous regulations. In this society,
citizens are coerced, confined, registered and har-
nessed like domestic animals.

The Social Credit movement wants no part of
this form of “economic security”. Social Credit wants
each citizen to have the security and freedom of a
capitalist. A member of society is entitled to a monet-
ary Dividend. Social Credit teaches that each citizen
is the co heir of a social capital that society’s workers
are busily turning into products. Therefore it main-
tains the reward given to the workers in the form of
wages but it introduces a Dividend to all, whether or
not they are working in production.

An abundance of goods for all

The purpose of an economic system is to provide
goods and services that meet human needs, in the
quantity needed, when they are needed and where
they are needed.

Today this goal can easily be reached and is char-
acteristic of modern production. We can easily make
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surrounded by plenty, I should

“Give me neither poverty
nor riches, grant me only my
share of food, for fear that,

fall away and say, ‘Yahweh-
who is Yahweh?’ or else, in
destitution, take to stealing
and profane the name of my
God.” (Proverbs 30:8-9)

in abundance the variety of essential goods and we
can do it with an ever-decreasing need for human
labor.

Man has always endeavored to satisfy his needs
with a minimum expenditure of time and energy so
that he might engage in pursuits other than purely
economic ones. Today, the goal has been reached;
enough goods can be provided without the need for
everyone to be working in production.

It remains to be decided whether or not each in-
dividual, by reason of his being a member of society,
and for no other reason, has a right to share in this
abundant production. Is this a well founded right?

A great common heritage

Modern production is due in part to the existence
of natural resources that were created by God for the
use of all men. It is due also to scientific discoveries
and their application to industry, to the perfecting of
inventions, to the improvement of industrial methods
and to a social organization that allows for the division
of work. These factors make the system of production
a huge and fruitful enterprise.

Now all of these factors — scientific discoveries,
perfected techniques and methods added to one an-
other, all forms of progress — are not earned by those
who are presently employed. Nor are they the fruit
of the work of existing scientists and engineers who
take past research a step forward and who further de-
velop even better techniques and methods. They are
neither the fruit of progress of only the last three or
four generations. They are rather the result of centur-
ies of struggle to vanquish want; centuries of efforts,
of studying the forces of nature so as to master them,
of research, discovery, inventiveness and perfecting
inventions that lead to innovation and further perfec-
tion of methods. It is a legacy of acquisitions that are
added to one another, a legacy that is transmitted and
increased from one generation to the next. It is also a
function of an organized society that this transmission
occurs.

Our generation is heir to past generations as
were the preceding generations. It is an immense
common legacy to which no one can claim an over-
riding right. This legacy belongs to all. >
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Once he has acquired the
basics, the individual who has
an affinity for freedom may
refuse to take part in activities
programs that would shackle
him. As for he who is insati-
able, he who runs after more
and more money, he is a slave.

Each member of society is co heir of this treasure
and immense capital that has become the main factor
of modern production.

It is obvious that this vast common capital must be
put to use. Each person has a right to a share of the re-
sult, as co heir and co-capitalist, without denying produ-
cers who mobilize this capital their share for doing so.

If only 1% of the population was needed to main-
tain modern production while using this immense
real capital, more real than the pieces of paper or the
numbers we call dollars, would it be logical to say that
only 1% of the population should share in this produc-
tion? The same argument holds if, instead of 1%, we
say 40%. The other 60% cannot be excluded from the
right to a share. They still hold their title as co heirs
to this immense capital that is to production by the
other 40%. The 40% are likewise co heirs and as such
must receive the part owed to all co heirs on top of the
wages they receive for working in production.

The efforts of the producer must be rewarded. But

the greater part of production is owed to the enrich-
ment that is derived from association and from the so-
cial heritage. This represents an unearned increment
of association whose fruits must be distributed to all
members of the association, which is all of society.

This share ought to be large enough to answer
everyone’s basic needs. The universal Dividend, to
each and every member of society, must therefore
ensure that everyone will have basic necessities. The
Dividend's value will increase gradually as progress
further replaces the labor of individuals in the coun-
try’s production.

We must acknowledge the abundance at hand and
that unrestricted economic security, and therefore the
safeguarding of our personal freedom, are the birth-
right of every man, woman and child of this country.

Today’s financial rules disregard this right. Social-
ism ignores it. The application of the Social Credit fi-
nancial proposals would see its realization. <

Louis Even
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We encourage the reader to visit our website (www.michaeljournal.org) to read the
full text of our various books and brochures in order to better understand the principles of
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Saint Giuseppe Moscati
A doctor who also cared for souls

This is our translation of the September 2015
spiritual letter from St. Joseph de Clairval Abbey,
summarizing the life of St. Giuseppe (Joseph) Mos-
cati, an ltalian doctor who died in 1927 at the age of
47. He cared above all for the poorest of the sick,
even paying for their medicines and also concerned
about the salvation of their souls.

by Dom Antoine Marie, O.S.B.

Saint John Paul Il dedicated a significant portion
of his ministry as successor of Peter to those who
suffer, especially the sick. On numerous occasions,
he addressed the medical community. Medical pro-
fessionals,” he said in 1986, “have not only a tech-
nique to use, but a warm devotion that comes from
the heart, mindfulness to the dignity of individuals.
Remain careful not to reduce the patient to an object
of care, but to make him or her the primary partner
in a battle that is his battle. And, in the grave ethical
problems that arise in your professions, | encourage
you to find the necessary responses that are in keep-
ing with the patient’s life, in his capacity as a person.”

On October 25, 1987, the Pope canonized a doc-
tor, Giuseppe Moscati, in whom he saw “the concrete
realization of the ideal of the Christian lay person.”

Francesco Moscati, Giuseppe’s father, was a bril-
liant magistrate who would later become an Appeals
Court judge, first in Ancona and then in Naples. Like
his wife Rosa de Luca, he was of the lineage of the
Marquises of Roseto. Every year Francesco Moscati
took his family to the region the family came from
for a vacation in the midst of nature. They always at-
tended Mass together in the local Poor Clares’ church.
Often Francesco would serve at the altar.

Giuseppe Moscati was born in Benevento, Italy
on July 25, 1880, and was baptized six days later on
the 31st. He was the seventh of nine children. Gen-
naro, Alberto, and Anna, surrounded his cradle. Five
years earlier, in 1875, the Moscati family had suffered
the loss of twins, Maria and Anna, at an early age,
then the death of another little Maria, at the age of
four. After Giuseppe, Eugenio and Domenico were
born. The latter would one day become mayor of
Naples.

A salutary dismay

The family environment nurtured in young Giu-
seppe the blossoming of a faith that was profound
and fully lived. He met Blessed Bartolo Longo, the
founder of the Shrine of the Blessed Virgin of the
Rosary of Pompeii, and would later become his doc-
tor and was present at his death. The Moscati family
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had met him at the home of Caterina Volpicelli, the
foundress of the Maids of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
later canonized by Pope Benedict XVI on April 29,
2009. Francesco and Rosa were close friends with
her. The Moscati family regularly visited the church
of the Maids of the Sacred Heart in Naples. It was
there that Giuseppe made his First Communion on
the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, De-
cember 8, 1888. Two years later, he received the sac-
rament of Confirmation. In 1889, he entered the high
school affiliated with the Vittorio Emanuele Institute,
where he diligently devoted himself to literary stud-
ies. But already an acute sense of the precariousness
of human life was beginning to develop in his soul.

He would later write, “I looked with interest at the
Hospital of the Incurables, which my father had point-
ed out to me from our house in the distance, inspiring
in me feelings of pity for the nameless suffering that
was alleviated there. A salutary dismay seized me,
and | began to think of the transitory character of all
things. My illusions passed away, as the blossoms
fell in the orange groves that surrounded me.” At that
time he was far from imagining that he would later
dedicate his life to the sick and to medical research.
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In 1892 a tragic event took place that would
change the course of his life. After falling from a horse
during a military parade in Turin, his brother Alberto
became epileptic. Giuseppe began to regularly spend
long hours at his bedside to care for him. It was at
this time that his determination to become a doc-
tor grew. As the only one in his family to consider
a career in medicine, the situation couldn’t help but
provoke discussions, but he stuck to his resolution.
In 1897, his father died at the age of 61 as a result of
a cerebral hemorrhage, but not without receiving the
last sacraments. Giuseppe, who had just earned his
high school diploma, resolutely enrolled in the faculty
of medicine. The reasons for his choice would later be
revealed in remarks addressed to his students: “Re-
member that in choosing medicine, you are commit-
ting yourselves to a sublime mission. With God in
your heart, persevere in practicing the good teach-
ings of your parents, love and pity towards those
who suffer, with faith and enthusiasm, deaf to both
praise and criticism, aiming only to do good.”

Competence and faith

However, a wind of revolution and atheism was
blowing on the student youth, and the faculties
of philosophy and medicine in Naples were its pri-
mary hotbeds. However, while his classmates were
demonstrating in the streets, Giuseppe, judging that
serious and thorough study required peacefulness
and serenity of mind, refused to allow himself to be
distracted from his work. He went on to excel in his
profession, and would not give in in the least when
it came to his religious convictions, in spite of the
prevailing atheist sentiment. On August 4, 1903, at
the age of only 23, he obtained his doctorate in medi-
cine with the top grade and the jury’s commenda-
tion. That same year, he won the competitive exam
for temporary assistant at the Hospital of the Incur-
ables—at the time, one of the most renowned hospi-

tals in Europe—then, in 1908, the competitive exam
for assistant at the Institute of Chemical Physiology.
His scientific abilities aroused admiration. He could
have striven after a brilliant university career, but he
preferred to serve patients. In addition to his com-
mitments in the laboratory, he continued to examine
patients and very quickly acquired an extraordinary
ability to make quick and accurate diagnoses. His ex-
perience did not suffice to explain this particular gift.
He had very profound instincts and a compassion that
went beyond the physical ailment: “Remember,” he
would tell his students, “that life is a mission, a duty;
it is suffering! Every one of us must have his battle
station. Remember that you must be concerned not
only about the body, but about the groaning souls
that turn to you for help.”

In a similar way, Saint John Paul Il would say to
medical professionals: “Your patients need the most
humane care possible. They need spiritual care. You
feel yourselves on the threshold of a mystery that is
theirs alone” (October 5, 1986).

Giuseppe put into practice Jesus’ words on
love of one’s neighbor made real to the point of His
crucifixion. After having washed the feet of His dis-
ciples, Jesus told them: Do you know what | have
done to you? You call Me Master and Lord; and you
are right, for so | am. If | then, your Lord and Mas-
ter, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash
one another’s feet. For | have given you an example,
that you also should do as | have done to you. Amen,
amen, | say to you, a servant is not greater than his
master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who
sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you
if you do them (Jn. 13:12-17). “Love makes sacrifices
for others,” said Pope Francis to youth on June 21,
2015. “Look at the love of parents, of so many moth-
ers and fathers, who in the morning arrive at work
tired because they haven’t slept well in order to look
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Saint Joseph Moscati
said to his students:
«With God in your
heart, persevere in
practicing the good
teachings of your
parents, love and
pity towards those
who suffer, with faith
and enthusiasm.”

after their sick child—this is love! This is respect. This
is not having a good time. This is—let’s go to another
key word—this is ‘service’. Love is service. It is serving
others. When after the washing of the feet Jesus ex-
plained the gesture to the Apostles, He taught that we
are made to serve one another, and if | say that | love
but | don't serve the other, don’t help the other, don’t
enable him to go forward, don't sacrifice myself for
him, this isn't love. You have carried the (World Youth
Day) Cross: there is the sign of love! That history of
God’s love involved in works and dialogue, with re-
spect, with forgiveness, with patience during so many
centuries of history with His people, ends there—his
Son on the Cross, the greatest service, which is giving
one’s life, sacrificing oneself, helping others.”

At the risk of his life

In April 1906, an eruption of Vesuvius terrified the
inhabitants of the area. In Torre del Greco, a small
town six kilometers from the crater, lived a number of
paralytic or elderly patients. Dr. Moscati saved them
by having their hospital evacuated at the risk of his
own life shortly before the roof collapsed. Two days
later, he sent a letter to the Director General of hospi-
tals in Naples, offering to reward the individuals who
had helped him, but he insisted that there be no men-
tion of him: “l beg of you, do not cite my name, so as
not to stir up... the ashes!” Five years later, in 1911,
a cholera epidemic plunged Naples into mourning.
The ships that arrived in this port city from all over
the world brought with them disease germs, and the
poverty that prevailed in the filthy back alleys in some
areas of the town promoted contagion. The progress
of medicine limited the number of victims to some
extent, but the situation remained worrisome. The
Minister of Public Health tasked Dr. Moscati with con-
ducting research on ways to overcome the scourge.
Many of his suggestions to sanitize the city were
adopted.

Nevertheless, Giuseppe did not abandon scien-
tific research. He would be the author of 32 published
academic papers. At age 31, he was accepted into the
competition for Temporary Assistant at the Ospedali
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Riuniti. One of the members of the jury, Professor
Cardarelli, dazzled by his performance, avowed that
in 60 years of teaching, he had never seen a young
practitioner so well prepared and, on his initiative, the
Royal Academy of Medicine and Surgery made him
an associate member. In 1911, the Minister of Public
Education granted him his doctorate in physiological
chemistry and a license to teach in this field.

In the exercise of his profession, Doctor Mos-
cati dedicated himself entirely to Christ. So as to be
able to be all things to all people, he firmly made the
choice to remain celibate. His devotion to the Virgin
Mary—he always had his rosary with him and never
failed to pray the Angelus—gave him the strength to
offer his chastity to God and to guard it as a treasure.
However, he also knew how to advise his students to
marry, according to the writings of Saint Paul: “I wish
that all were as | myself am. But each has his own
special gift from God, one of one kind and one of an-
other (1 Cor. 7:7-9)". Casting a lucid and compassion-
ate gaze on human fragility, he invited others to pur-
ify their hearts: “Oh, if youth with their exuberance,
knew that the illusions of love are passing and that
they are the fruit of a lively exaltation of the senses!
If an angel warned them that all that which is impure
must die because impurity is evil, while they so easily
swear eternal fidelity in the delirium that overcomes
them, perhaps they would suffer much less and be
better.”

To the question: “How can we experience the
love of Jesus?”, Pope Francis responded, on June
21, 2015: “Permit me to speak sincerely. | don’t want
to be a moralist but | would like to say a word that
isn’t liked, an unpopular word ... Love is in works, in
communicating, but love is very respectful of people,
it does not use people, that is, love is chaste. And
to you young people in this world, in this hedonis-
tic world, in this world where only pleasure, having
a good time, and living the good life get publicity, |
say to you: be chaste, be chaste. All of us in life have
gone through moments in which this virtue has been
very difficult, but it is in fact the way of genuine love,
of a love that is able to give life, which does not seek
to use the other for one’s own pleasure. It is a love
that considers the life of the other person sacred: ‘I
respect you, | don’t want to use you, | don’t want to
use you'. It's not easy. ... Forgive me if | say some-
thing you weren’t expecting, but | ask you to strive to
experience love chastely.”

The greatest evil

In November 1914, Mrs. Moscati died of diabetes
which was incurable at the time. She received the last
sacraments with great devotion, and exhorted her
family: “My dear children, | die happy. Always flee
from sin, which is the greatest evil in life.” Several
years later, Professor Moscati would write: “l know

that my parents are always at my side. | can feel their >
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P sweet company.” Diabetes was to remain one of his

preoccupations. He would become the first doctor in
Naples to experiment with insulin, and would teach a
group of colleagues methods for treating this disease.

Italy entered into war in May 1915. Giuseppe Mos-
cati volunteered to go to the front, but his request was
refused. The Hospital of the Incurables was requisi-
tioned by the army, and military authorities charged
the Professor with providing care for the wounded.
He became for them not only a doctor, but an atten-
tive and loving comforter. He also devoted himself to
the training of young doctors, because he considered
it his duty to pass on his professional and spiritual ex-
perience to them. One of his students would testify:
“He revealed to us his knowledge and, day after day,
he shaped our minds and souls. He spoke to us of
God, of divine Providence, of the Christian faith. And
joy beamed from his face when we followed him into
the churches of Naples to attend Mass.”

Giuseppe’s faithful witness to his Christian faith
commanded respect, in spite of the avowed atheism
that prevailed in the scientific world. He even had a
crucifix installed in the new autopsy room of the Insti-
tute of Anatomical Pathology, which he directed. Next
to the crucifix was an inscription from the prophet
Hosea (13:14): Ero mors tua, o mors (O death, | will
be thy death). At the Institute’s official opening, he
invited his colleagues “to pay homage to Christ, who
is the Life, returned after too long an absence to this
place of death.” He drew from frequent reception of
the sacraments, and especially from daily attendance
at Mass, the boldness to publicly witness to his faith
in Jesus Christ.

Victim of success
Professor Moscati was however the victim of his

own success among the students, for many of them
preferred to follow his lectures rather than to attend

the official courses. Jealous colleagues schemed to
prevent his professional advancement. He, however,
did not allow himself to be intoxicated by his brilliant
success; he even experienced frequent interior strug-
gles, especially against the temptation to discourage-
ment. “l read in the autobiography of Blessed Therese
of Lisieux a sentence made for me,” he wrote: ‘My
God, discouragement itself is a sin.” Yes, it’s a sin that
comes from pride, and that shows that | have believed
myself able to do great things by myself! Whereas on
the contrary, we are no more than useless servants
(cf. Lk. 17:10).” Although unconcerned with career
advancement and human glory, but wishing to con-
tinue to teach, he attempted in 1922 to obtain a new
degree. Thinking at one point that he had failed, and
no longer knowing what his obligations were, he felt
a profound helplessness that he confided to one of
his former teachers: “| am completely exhausted and
depressed, because since the war | have worked un-
ceasingly and experienced very strong emotions... |
spend sleepless nights and | have lost the ability to
teach [the degree that he thought he had failed at].”

“In the face of failure,” said Pope Francis to youth
in Sardinia on September, 22, 2013, “you are right to
wonder: what can we do? Of course one thing is to
let oneself be overcome by pessimism and distrust.
Trust in Jesus. The Lord is always with us. He comes
to the shores of the sea of our life, He makes Himself
close to our failures, our frailty, and our sins in or-
der to transform them. Difficulties must not frighten
you but on the contrary spur you to go beyond them.
Hear Jesus’ words as though they were addressed
to you. Put out into the deep and let down your nets!
(Lk. 5:4)".

In fact, Professor Moscati was completely ex-
hausted, but he did not give in, just like the Apostles,
who were afflicted in every way, but not crushed; per-

Tomb of Saint Joseph Moscati in the Church of Gesu Nuovo, Naples, Italy.
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plexed, but not driven to despair (2 Cor. 4:8). Against
all expectations, in the end he obtained the degree
he wanted that allowed him to teach clinical medi-
cine privately in universities and other higher educa-
tion institutions. Several days later, he revealed the
spirit that kept him going: “Love the truth,” he wrote
in his private notes, “show the person you are, with-
out guile or fear, without subterfuge. And if the truth
earns you persecution, accept it; if it brings you tor-
ment, endure it. And if you must sacrifice yourself and
your own life for the truth, be strong in the sacrifice.”
His patience in adversity proved to be productive.
Having endured difficult periods of dryness and de-
spair, he was able to truly encourage those who were
experiencing similar distress: “Come what may, re-
member that God never abandons anyone. The more
you feel alone, neglected, scorned, misunderstood,
the closer you are to capitulating under the weight
of grave injustices, the more you will feel an infin-
ite and mysterious force, which will sustain you and
make you capable of good and vigorous intentions,
and you will be astonished by these strengths when
serenity returns. This strength is God!” Thanks to this
strength that comes from God in weakness and hu-
mility (cf. 2 Cor. 12:9), Giuseppe Moscati did not hold
back from the poor any of his time or money.

They have lost everything

He had the gift of offering his assistance to the
poor without offending their sensibilities. One day,
a penniless woman with tuberculosis realized that
along with the prescription, Giuseppe had slid a fifty
lira bill into the envelope. She wanted to thank him
for his kindness, but he protested, “For the love of
God, say nothing of this to anyone!” Called to the
bedside of a sick railroad worker, he found many
people gathered there. These railroad workers, who
were all as poor as the patient, were taking up a col-
lection to pay for the consultation. The priest who ac-
companied the doctor was getting ready to dissuade
them, knowing full well that it was of no use. But the
professor intervened: “Since you are in the process
of collecting money by taking a portion from your
hard work, | will contribute my share so that the pa-
tient may have, with the sum collected, the necessary
means to be cared for.” And he handed over three
ten lira bills. Truly he was called “the doctor of the
poor” because he himself lived meagerly in order to
better care for his neediest patients. He had neither
car nor horse and always traveled on foot. When he
was asked about this practice, he vigorously replied,
“l am poor. | do not have the means, due to my pro-
fessional obligations, for such expenses! | beg you
to believe me!” Upon his death, this sentence that
speaks volumes was written in the register of condol-
ences: “You did not want either flowers or tears, but
we weep all the same, because the world has lost a
saint, and Naples an example of virtue; but the poor
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sick, they have lost everything!”

On Holy Tuesday, April 12, 1927, Professor Mos-
cati attended Mass and received Communion in the
early morning. Before going to the Hospital of the In-
curables, he told his sister: “Professor Verdinois was
hospitalized at Professor Stanziale’s clinic—please
remember about the sacraments...” Late in the mor-
ning, he returned to his own clinic where many pa-
tients awaited him. At three o’clock in the afternoon,
he felt poorly. He dismissed those who were still
waiting and withdrew to his room. He told the clean-
ing lady: “I feel ill...” A few moments later, stretched
out in his armchair, his arms crossed over his chest,
he tilted his head and peacefully breathed his last. He
was 47 years old.

Up to the end, he gave his life to his patients, giv-
ing without counting the cost for the love of Christ. A
light for our time, he remains a witness to the “wis-
dom of the heart” of which Pope Francis spoke in his
message of December 3, 2014: “Wisdom of the heart
means being with our brothers and sisters. Time
spent with the sick is holy time. It is a way of praising
God Who conforms us to the image of His Son, Who
came not to be served but to serve, and to give His
life as a ransom for many (Mt. 20:28). Did not Jesus
Himself say (Lk. 22:27): | am among you as one who
serves”? <

Dom Antoine Marie, O.S.B.

This article is reprinted with permission from the
Abbey of Clairval, France, which every month pub-
lishes a spiritual newsletter on the life of a saint, in
English, French, Italian, or Dutch. Their postal ad-
dress is Dom Antoine Marie, Abbe, Abbaye Saint-Jo-
seph de Clairval 21150 Flavigny sur Ozerain, France.
The website is http:// www.clairval.com

In memory of
Joseph Hooper (1956-2024)

Mr. Joseph Hooper
of Ghana passed away
on July 19, 2024, at the
age of 68. Mr. Hooper
had represented the
Pilgrims of Saint Mi-
chael in Ghana since
198b. He held assem-
blies for us in several
: . African countries, and
was responsible for
distributing tens of millions of reprinted circu-
lars of MICHAEL that were sent to the conti-
nent. He also came to Rougemont several
times and shared his enthusiasm for Social
Credit and support for our work. May God
reward this faithful apostle.
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What is the virtue of hope?

Here are excerpts from
Pope Francis” May 8, 2024
catechesis on hope:

“Hope is the theological
virtue by which we desire
the kingdom of heaven and
eternal life as our happiness,
placing our trust in Christ’s
promises and relying not on
our own strength, but on the
help of the grace of the Holy
Spirit” (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, no. 1817).
These words confirm that
hope is the answer offered
to our heart, when the ab-
solute question arises in us:
“What will become of me?
What is the purpose of the
journey? What is the destiny
of the world ?”

If there is no meaning to
life's journey, if there is nothing at the beginning and at
the end, then we wonder why on earth we should walk:
man’s desperation, the sensation of the pointlessness
of everything, arises from this.... If hope is lacking, all
the other virtues run the risk of crumbling and turning
into ashes. If there were no reliable tomorrow, no bright
horizon, one would only have to conclude that virtue
is a futile effort. “Only when the future is certain as
a positive reality does it become possible to live the
present as well”, said Benedict XVI (Encyclical Letter
Spe salvi, 2, 2).

The Apostle Paul presents the new logic of the
Christian experience to the many doubting Christians
who had not been completely reborn to hope: “If Christ
has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still
in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in
Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped
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In Scripture, the anchor is a symbol of
hope. We read in Hebrews 6:19: “Hope is
a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul.”

in Christ, we are of all men
most to be pitied” (1 Cor
15:17-19). It is as if he had
said: if you believe in the
Resurrection of Christ, then
you know with certainty
that no defeat and no death
is forever. But if you do not
believe in the Resurrection
of Christ, then everything
becomes hollow, even the
preaching of the Apostles.

We sin against hope
when we become de-
spondent over our sins, for-
getting that God is merciful
and greater than our heart.
We sin against hope when
God'’s love ceases to be an
eternal fire and we do not
have the courage to make
decisions that commit us
for a lifetime.

The world today is in great need of this Christian
virtue! The world needs hope, just as it greatly needs
patience, a virtue that journeys hand-in-hand with hope.
Patient men are weavers of goodness. They stubborn-
ly desire peace, and even if some of them are hasty
and would like everything, straight away, patience is
capable of waiting. Even when around us many have
succumbed to disillusionment, those who are inspired
by hope and are patient are able to get through the
darkest of nights. Hope and patience go together.

Brothers and sisters, let us go ahead and ask for
the grace to have hope, hope with patience. Always
towards that definitive encounter; always thinking that
the Lord is near us, that death will never ever be vic-
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torious! « Pope Francis
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