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The birth of Jesus, according to Mary of Agreda

Christmas is coming, buf how many really
think about it as the birth of Qur Savior Je-
sus Christ, God made man? And how many
will think about making & gt to Jesus, since
it Is His birthday 7 Why not offer Him the gift
of wour lovel For many, Christmas /s no
longer abouwt baby Jesus, s about baby
Visa. s not about the birth of the Lord, It's
about the birth of bills in Januvary to pay for
gifts to people who are never satisfied. s it
not Hme to go back to the real meaning of
Christmas ?

To help ws in this wndertaking. let us
meditate upan the following writings of VYen-
erable Mary of Agreda (1602-16858], & Spanish
nurn who had private revelations on the life of
Christ and His Haoly Mother, and who had put
them in a book, “The Mystical City of God:
Divine History of the Virgin, Mother of God™,
which was dictated by the Virgin Mary Her-
self, It was later approved by sewveral Popes,
who even wused i in thair hormilies.

Here agre excerpts from the Mystical City
of God, transfated from the origingl Spanish
by Fr. George J. Blatter, published for the
first time in 1812 with the Imprimatur of the
Bishop of Fort Wayne, Most Reverend H.J
Alerding:

The journey to Bethlehem

It had been decreed by the immutable will
of Providence that the Onlybegotten of the
Father should be born in the town of Bethle-
hem [Mich. 5, 2}, and accordingly it had been
foretold by the Saints and Prophets of fore-
gone ages (Jeram. 10, 8); for the decrees of
the absoclute Will of God are infallible, and
gince nothing can resist them ([Esther 13, 8),
sooner would heaven and earth pass away
than that they fail of sccomplishment [Matt
24, 35).

The fulfilment of this immutable decree
the Lord secured by means of an edict of
Caesar Augustus for the whole Roman eam-
pire, ordering the registration or enumeration
of all the world, as Saint Luke says (Luke 2,
1). The Roman empire at that time embraced
the greater part of what was then known of
the earth, and therefore they called them-
selves masters of the world, ignoring all the
othar nations. The object of this census was
to meke all the inhabitants acknowledge
themselves as vessals of the emperor, and to
pay & certain tax to thelr temporal lord; for
this registration every one was to go to his
native city in order to be inscribed.

This edict was also proclaimed in Maz-
areth, and came to the hearing of Saint
Joseph while he was on some errand. He re-
turned to his house in sorrowful consterna-
tion, and informed his heavenly Spouse of
the news which hed spread about concerning
the edict. The most prudent Virgin answered:
"Let not this edict of our temporal ruler cause
thea any concern, my master and spouse, for
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all that happens to ws is ordained by the Lord
and King of heaven and earth; and in all
events His Providence will assist and direct us
(Ecchi. 22, 28}, Let us resign ourselves into His
hands and we shall not be disappointed.”

They, at the same time, resolved upon the
day of their departure, and Joseph diligently
searched in the town of Mazareth for some
beast of burden to bear the Mistress of the
world, He could not easily find one because
g0 many people were going to different
towns In order to fulfil the requiremeants of
the edict of the emparor. But after much anx-
ious inguiry, Saint Joseph found an unpreten-
tious little beast which, if we can call such
creaturas fortunate, was the most fortunate of
all the irrational animals; since it was privi
leged not only to bear the Queen of all crea-
tion and the blessed fruit of Her womb, the
King of kings and the Lord of lords, but after-
wards to be present at His Birth (Isalas 1, 3);
it gave to its Creator the homage denied to
Him by men. They prepared the articles for
the journey, which would last five days.

Our travelers arrived at the town of
Bethlehem at four o'clock of the fifth day, a
Saturday. As it was at the time of the wintar
solstice, the sun was already sinking and the
night was falling. They entered the town and
wanderad through many streets in search of a
lodging-house or inn for staying over night.
They knocked at the doors of their acquain-
tances and nearar-family relations; but they
wera admitted nowhere and, in many places,
they met with harsh words and insults.

While wandering through the streets, they
passed the office of the public registry, and
thay inscribed their names and paid the fiscal
tribute in order to comply with the edict and
not be obliged to return. They continued their
search, betaking themsehves to other houses.
But having already applied at more than fifty
different places, they found themselves re-
joctad and sent away from them all. The
heavenly spirits wera filled with astonishment
gt these exalted mysteries of the Most High,
which manifested the patience and meekness
of His Virgin Mother and the unfeeling hard-
ness of man. At the same time, they blessed
the Almighty In His works and hidden sacra-
ments, since from that day on He began to
exalt and honor poverty and humility among
.

It was nine o'clock at night when the
most faithful Joseph, full of bitter and heart-
randing sorrow, returnad to his most prudent
Spouse and said: “My sweetest Lady, my
heart iz broken with sorrow at the thought of
not only not being able to shelter Thee as
Thou deservest and as | desire, but In not be-

ing able to offer Thee even any kind of pro-
tection from the weather, or & place of rest, &
thing rarely or never denied to the most poor
and despised in the world, No doubt heaven,
in thus allowing the hearts of men to be so0
unmoved as to refuse us a night lodging, con-
ceals some mystery. | now remember, Lady,
that outside the city walls there Is 8 cave
which serves as a shelter for shepherds and
thair flocks. Let us seek it out; perhaps It is
unoccupiad, and we may thers expect some
assigtance from heaven, since we fecaine
none from men on earth,”

The most prudent Virgin answered: "My
spouse and my master, let not thy kindest
heart be afflicted because the ardent wishes
which the love of thy Lord excites in thee
cannot be fulfilled. Since | bear Him in my
womb, let us, | beseach thee, give thanks for
having disposed events in this way. The place
of which thou speakest shall be most satisfac-
tory to Me. Let thy tears of sorrow be turned
into tears of joy, and let us lovingly embrace
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povarty, which iz the inestimeble and pre-
cious treasure of My most holy Son. He came
from heaven in order to seek it, let us then
afford Him an occasion to practice it in the
joy of our souls; certainly | cannot be better
delighted than to see thea procure it for Me.
Let us go gladly wherever the Lord shall
guide us.”

The holy angels accompanied the heav-
anly pair, brillantly lighting wp the way, and
when they arrived at the city gata, they saw
that the cave was forsaken and unoccupled.
Full of heavenly consolation, they thanked the
Lord for this favor, and then happenad what |
shall relate in the following chapter.

Christ is born of the Virgin Mary

The palace which the supreme King of
kings and the Lord of lords had chosen for
antertaining His eternal and incarnate Son in
thizs world was 8 most poor
and ingignificant hut or cawae,
to which most holy Mary and
Josaph betook themselves af-
ter they had been demnied all
hospitality and the most ordi-
hary kindnass by their fellow
men. This place was held in
such contempt that though the
town of Bethleherm was full of
strangers in want of night
shelter, none would demean
or degrade himself so as to
make use of it for a lodging;
for theare was none who
deamed it suitable or desirable
for such a purpose, except the
Teachers of humility and pov-
arty, Christ our Savior and His
purast Mather.

Most hohy Mary and Saint
Josaph entered the lodging
thus provided for them, and
by the effulgence of the ten-
thousand angels of their guard,
they could easily ascertain its
povarty and loneliness, which
they esteemed as favors, and
welcomed with tears of conso-
lation and joy. Without delay,
the two holy travelaers fall on
their knees and praised the
Lord, giving Him thanks for
His beneafit, which they knew
had bean provided by His wis-
dom for Hiz own hidden de-
signs.

Saint Joseph started 8 fire
with the material which ha had
brought for that purpose. As it
was vary cold, they sat at the
fire in order to get warm. They partook of the
food which they had brought, and they ate
this, their frugal supper, with incomparable
joy in their souls. The Queen of Heaven was
o0 absorbed and taken up with the thought of
the Impending mystery of Her divine delivery,
that She would not have partaken of food if
She had not been urged thersto by obedience
o Her spousa.

After their supper, they gave thanks to the
Lord as was their custom. Hewving spent &
ghort time in this prayer and conferring about
the mysterias of the Incarnate Word, Mary failt
the approach of the most blessed Birth. She
requastad her spouse Salnt Joseph to betake
himself to rest and sleep as the night was al-
ready far advanced. The man of God yielded
to the request of his Spouse and urged Her
to do the same; and for this purpose he ar-
ranged and prepared a sort of couch with the
articles of wear In their possession, making
use of a crib or manger that had been left by
the shepherds for their enimals. Leaving most
holy Mary in the portion of the cave thus fur-
nished, Saint Joseph retired to a8 corner of
the entrance, where he began to pray. He
was immediately visited by the Divine Spirit,
and felt a most sweet and extraordinary influ-
eance, by which he was wrapt and alevated
into an ecstasy. In it was shown him all that

" passed during that night in this blessed cave;
for he did not return to consciousness until
his heavenly Spouse called him.

The Most High announced to His Virgin
Mother that the time of His coming into the
world had arrived and what would be the
manner in which this was now to be fulfilled
and executed, He commandad Her to exercise
this office and ministry of a legitimate and
trua Mother of Himself; that She should traat
Him as the Son of the Eternal Father and, at
the same time, the Son of Har womb. All this
could be sasily entrusted to such a Mother, in
whom was contalned an excellence that
words cannot express.

The most holy Mary remained in this ec-
stasy and beatific vision for over an hour im-
mediately preceding Her divine dalivery. At
the moment when She issued from it and re-
gained the use of Her senses, She felt and

saw that the body of the infant God began 1o
mova in Her wirginal woamb; how, releasing
and freeing Himself from the place which, in
the course of nature, He had occupied for
ning months, He now prepared to issue forth
from thet sacred bridal chamber. This move-
ment not only did not cause amy pain or
hardship, as happens with the other daugh-
ters of Adam and Eve in their childbirths, but
filled Her with incomparable joy and delight,
causing in Her soul and in Her virginal body
such exslted and divine effects that they ex-
ceaded all thoughts of men.

Her body became so spiritualized with
the beauty of heaven that She seemed no
more & human and earthly creature. Her
countenance emitted rays of light, like a sun
incarnadined, and shone in Indescribable ear-
nastnass and majesty, all inflamed with far-
vent lowe. She was kneeling in the manger,
Her eyes ralsed to heaven, Her hands joined
and folded at Her breast, Her soul wrapped
in the Divinity. In this position, and at the
and of the heavenly rapture, the most ex-
alted Lady gave to the world the Onlybegot-
ten of the Father and Her own, our Savior
Jasus, true God and man, at the hour of
midnight, on a8 Sunday, in the year of the
creation of the world five-thousand one-hun-
dred and ninety-nine (5199), which iz the
date given in the Roman Church, and which

date has been manifested to me as the trusa
and certain one.

The infant God came forth glorious and
transfigured, for the divine infinite wisdom de-
creed and ordained that the glory of His most
holy soul should, in His Birth, ovarflow and
communicate itself to His body, participating
in the gifts of glory in the same way as hap- -
penad afterwards in His Transfiguration on
Mount Tabor in the presence of the Apdstles
(Matt. 17, 2). ’ A

The two sovereign princes, Saint Michael
and Saint Gabriel, were the assistants of the
Virgin on this occasion. They stood by &t a
proper distance in human corporal forms at
the moment when the Incarnate Word, pene-
trating the virginal chamber by divine power,
igsued forth to the light, and they received
Him in their hands with ineffable reverence. In
the same mannar as a priest axhibits the Sa-
cred Host to the people for
adoration, so these two calastial
ministers presentad to the Di-
ving Mother Her glorious and
refulgent Son. All this happened
in a short space of time. In the
game momeant in which the holy
gngels thus presanted the Di-
vine Child to His Mother, both
Son and Mother looked upon
gach other, and in this look,
She wounded with love the
sweet Infant and was, at the
game time, exalted and trans-
formed in Him.

From the arms of the holy
princes, the Prince of all the
heavens spoke to His holy
Mother: “Mother, become like
unto Me, since on this day, for
the human existance, which
thou hast today given Me, |
will give thee another more ex-
alted existence In grace, as-
similating thy existence a3 a
mere creature to the likeness
of Me, who am God and Man.”
The most prudent Mother an-
swered : “Haisa Ma, slevate
Me, Lord, and | will run after
Thee in the odor of thy oint-
ments.” [Cant. 1, 3). In the
same way, many of the hidden
mysteries of the Canticles were
fulfilled.

At the same time, the heav-
enly Lady perceived and felt
the presence of the most Holy
Trinity, and She heard the
voice of the Eternal Father say-
ing: “This is My beloved Son, in whom | am
greatly pleased and delighted” [Matt. 17, 5.
The most prudent Mother, made entirely
god-like in the overflow of s0 many sacra-
ments, answerad: “Eternal Father and ex-
alted God, Lord and Creator of the universae,
give Me anew thy permission and benedic-
tion to recelve In My arms the Desired of
nations [Agg. 2, B); and teach Me to fulfill as
thy unworthy Mother and lowly slave, thy
holy will.” Immediately She heard a voice,
which said: “Receive thy Onlybegotten Son,
imitate Him and rear Him; and remember,
that thou must sacrifice Him when 1 shall
demand it of thee.”

After this interchange of Words, so full of
mysteries, the Divine Child suspended the
miracle of His transfiguration, or rather He in-
gugurated the other miracle, that of suspend-
ing tha effects of glory in His most holy
body, confining them solaly to His soul; and
He now assumed the appearance of one ca-
pable of suffering. In this form the most pure
Mother now saw Him and, stil remaining In a
knesling position and adoring Him with pro-
found humility and reverence, She received
him in Her arms from the hands of the holy
angels.

Then the most prudent Mother turned to-

feontinued one page )
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The hirth of Jesus

feontinued from page 3)

ward the Eternal Father to offer up to Him His
Onlybegotten, saying: “Exalted Creator of all
the Universe, here is the altar and the sacri-
fice acceptable in thy eyes (Malachy 3, 4).
From this hour on, O Lord, look upon the
human race with mercy, and inasmuch ss
we have deserved thy anger, it is now time
that Thou be appeased in thy Son and mine.
Let thy justice now come to rest, and let thy
mercy be exalted. Thou, Lord, hast made Me
the Mother of thy Onlybegotten without My
merit, since this dignity Is above all merit of
a8 creature; but | partly owe to men the oc-
casion of this incomparable good fortune
since it is on their account that | am the
Mother of the Word made men and Re-
deamer of them all. | will not deny them My
love, nor remit My care and watchfulness for
their salvation.”

Holding the Divine Child in Her arms, She
thus served as the altar and the sanctuary,
where the ten-thousand angels adored in vis-
ible human forms their Creator incarnate. And
as the Most Blessed Trinkty assisted in an
spacial manner at the birth of the Word,
heaven looked as if it was emptied of itz in-
habitants, for the whole heavenly court had
betaken itself to that blessed cave of Bethle-
hem, and was adoring the Creator in His garb
and habit of a pilgrim [Phil. 2, 7). And in their
concert of praise, the holy angels intoned the
new canticle: “Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in
terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis® (Luke
2, 14). '

It was now time to call Saint Joseph. At
the desire of His heavenly Spouse, he issuad
from his ecstasy and, on being restored to
consciousness, the first sight of his eyes was
the Divine Child in the arms of the Virgin
Mother. There he adored Him in profoundest
humility and in tears of joy. He kissed His feet
in great joy and admiration, which no doubt
would have taken away and destroyed life in
him, if divine power had not preserved it.

When Saint Joseph had begun- to adore
the Child, the most prudent  Mother asked
leave of Her Son to arise (for until then She
had remained on Her knees) and, while Saint
Joseph handed Her the wrappings and swad-
dling clothes which She had _brought, She
clothed Him with incomparable reverence, de-
votion and tenderness. Having thus swathed
and clothed Him, His Mother, with heavenly
wisdom, laid Him in the crib, as related by
saint Luke (Luke 2, 7).

For this purpose She had arranged some
straw and hay upon a stone in order to pre-
pare for the God-Man His first resting-place
upon earth, next to that which He had found
in Her arms. According to divine ordainment
gn ox from the neighboring fields ran up in
great haste and, entering the cave, joined the
beast of burden brought by the Cueen. The
Blessed Mother commanded them, with what
show of reverence was possible to them, to
acknowledge and sdore their Creator. The
humble animals obeyed their Mistress and
prostrated themselves before the Child, warm-

ing Him with thelr breath, and rendering Him
the service refused by men.

And thus the God made man was placed
batwean two animals, wrapped in swaddling
clothes, and wonderfully fulfilling the proph-
acy that “the ox knoweth his owner, and the
ass his master's crib; but Isreel hath not
known Me, and My people hath not under-
stood.” [l 13.)

The adoration of the shepherds

After the courtiers of heaven had thus
celebrated the birth of God made man near
the portals of Bethlehem, some of them were
immediately dispatched to different places, in
order to announce the happy news to thoss,
who according to the divine will, were prop-
erly disposed to hear it

Amongst all thess, the shepherds of that
region. who were watching their flocks at the
time of the birth of Christ, were espacially
blessed. The Archangel Gabriel was sent to
them as they watched on the field, appearing
to them in human form and with great splen-
dar.

The shepherde found themselves suddenhy
enveloped and bathed in the celestial radi-
ance of the angel, and at his sight, being littie
varsed in such wisions, they were filled with
great fear., The holy prince reassured them
and said; “Ye upright men, be not afraid: for
I ennounce to you tidings of great joy,
which is that for you is born today the Re-
deemear Christ, Our Lord, in the city of
David. And as a sign of this truth, | an-
nounca to you that you shall find the Infant
wrapped in swaddling-clothes and placed in
a manger” [Luke 2, 10, 12). At these words of
the angel, there suddenly appearad a great
multitude of the celestial army, who in voices
of sweet harmony sang to the Most High
these words: “Glory to God in the highest
and on earth peace to men of good will.”

Conferring among  themselves  the
thoughts excited by this message, they re-
golved to hasten in all speed to Bethleham
and ses the wonder made known to them by
the Lord. They departed without delay, and
entering the cave or poral, they found, as
Saint Luke tells us, Mary and Joseph, and the
Infant lying in @ manger. Seeing all this, they
recognized the truth of what they had heard
of the Child. Upon this followed an intarior
enlightenment consequent upon seeing the
Word made flesh; for when the shepherds
logked upon Him, He also glanced at them,
emitting from His countenance a great efful-
gence, which wounded with love the sincers

heart of each of these poor, yvet fortunate
mean; with divine efficiency, it changed them
and renewed them, constituting them in a
new state of grace and holiness, and filling
them with an exalied knowledge of the divinae
mysteries of the Incarnation and the Redemp-
tion of the human race.

The adoration of the Magi

The three Magi Kings, who came to find
the Divine Infant after His birth, were natives
of Persia, Arabia, and Sabba (Ps. 71, 10). As
they followed the guidance of the miraculous
star, they soon met. They began to confer
among themselves about the revelation they
had received and about their plans, finding
that they were identical. They were more and
more inflamed with devotion and with the pi-
ous desire of adoring the newborn God, and
broke out in pralse and admiration at the in-
gorutable works and mysteries of the Al-
mighty.

The three kings of the East entered the
cave, and, at the first sight of the Son and
Mather, they were for a considerable space of
time overwhelmed with wonder. They pros-
trated themsebyes upon the earth, and in this
position they worshipped and adored the In-
fant, acknowledging Him &s true God and
man, and as the Savior of the human race.
By the divine power, which the sight of Him
and His presence exerted in their souls, they
were filled with new enlightenment. They per-
ceived the multitude of angelic spirits, who,
as sarvants and ministers of thae King of kings
and Lord of lords, attended upon Him in rev-
erential fear (Hab. 1, 4).

They offered to the heavenly King the
special gifts which they had provided. Open-
ing their treasures, as Scripture relates, they
offered Him gold, incense, and myrrh (Matt.
2, 11). They consulted the heavenly Mother in
regard to many mysteries and practices of
faith, and concerning matters pertaining to
their consciences and to the government of
their countries; for they wished to return well
instructad and capable of directing themsalves
to holiness and perfection in thelr dally life,

An angsl of the Lord appearad to them,
reminding them of the necessity and of the
will of the Lord that they should return to
thelr country. They chose another way. for
their return journey, in order not to meet
Herod in Jerusalem; for thus they had been
instructed by the angel on the precading
night. On their depariure from Bethlehem, the
gama or a similar star appeared in order to
guide them. home, conducting them on their
new route to the place where they had first
met, whence sach one separated to reach his

oW Country.
Sister Mary of Agreda
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I “ Intermational Congress
Pilgrims of St. Michael

m Rougemont, Canada
September 3-4-5, 2005

Intermational

Qur 2005 Congrass .in
Rougemont filled us with hope and oy, Mewver
have we got s0 much hope from any of our
congresses in the past for a better future for
poor countries,

Just like last vear, the five continents
warg well represented at our Congress this
year, with high-ranking dignitaries from the
Church, and sincers peopla who are keen to
help their brothers and sisters In need.

From Africa; Benin: Most Rev. Marcel Ag-
boton, Archbishop of Cotonou, and Father
Pamphile Akplogan; from Ghana: Mr. Joseph
Hooper, our representative in his native coun-
try since 1985, our top leaflet distributor for
the whole warld,

From Madagascar:
Razakarivomy, Prasident
Peace Commission; Father Vemance Jaozan-
dry, President of Caritas-Madagascar; Mr.
Jean-Marie Rakotoarisoa, secretary of the Jus-
tice and Peace Episcopal Commission; Dina
Razafimehatratra, holder of a degrea in eco-
Momics.

From the Philippines, Asia: Father Nor-
berto Eyule (representing Bishop Benjamin Al-
maneda who came last year); Father Philip
Alax Alcantara (representing Bishop Antonio
Falang); Mr. Rudolfo Besinga ({reprasanting
Bishop Antonio Tobias).

From New Zealand, Oceania: Mr. Henry
Raynal and Mr. Guy Steward, true Social
Crediters of Major C. H. Douglas.

From Europe; Framce: Christian Burgaud,
full-time Pilgrim; Renaud Laillier, of Toulon;
from Switzarland: Frangois de Siebenthal,
economist and consul: from Poland: Mr
Janusz Lewicki, who is charge, with Jacek
Morawa, of our edition in Palish; Father Jozef
Jakubies, of Krakow: Dr. Jan Wik, President
of Catholic Action for the Archdiocese of
Krakow and holder of a doctorate in mathe-
matics; Father Boguslaw Jaworowskl, exorcist
and professor in 8 saminary.

From Central and South America; Ee-
cuador: Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Reyes; from Co-
lombia: Mrs. Alba Salazar; from Mexico: our
two fiery aposties and full-time missionaries,
Memiliz Gutierrer and Paolas Santamaria: Mrs.
Maria de Jesus Arroyo Gutisrrez, economist

Bishop Raymond
of the Justice and

The delegation from the Philippines: From left to right: Mr. Rudolfo
Besinga, Father Philip Alex Alcantara, Father Morberto Eyule

sur cette pierre
hatirai mon Eglise”

The civilization of love

and Memiliz’s maothear; Miss Karina Cruz Fer-
nandez; Mr. Moe Amezcua.

Many people from sewveral states of the
U.5.A. came, as weall as people from various
provinces of Canada, with Mova Scotia repra-
sented by Michaal Arsenault, and Alberta rep-
resented by Mr. and Mrs, Lucien Parenmteau;
and & multitude from Ontario and Quebec.

Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Reyes work full-time |

for our Work in Ecuador. At our Congress,
Mr. Reyes made an emotive call for more
apostles. Hera are excerpts from his address.

by Carlos Reyes

=

Every day in our planet, an estimated
40,000 children die of hunger or diseases that
cannot be treated due to & lack of money.
Mow the guestions arises: In front of poverty
in the world, how can the Pilgrims of Saint
Michael contribute ? | am only geing to quote
a few lines from Mrs. Merciar's writings.

We all can contribute by loving our neigh-
bor in a practical form. To love your neighbor
is not a vain sentimental formula, &t should
mean something effective and fruitful. The
Commandment of loving owr neighbor was
also given to us, the laity, the people of the
world, as it was given to the religious, Who is
mgneighhur? My neighbor, the man of the
207 Century, is a prisoner of politics, where
“the majesty of the State is degraded” [Pius
Xl}, which permits the grave scandal of pov-
ity

Little by little, nations are falling into the
materialistic slavery of full employment and
genaralized proletariat. Then the governments,
gradually with their laws, or viclently with
revolutions, are, one after another, chaining
people o a Communist tyranny.

Does not working to free your brother
from the politics of today, which is working
to essassinate the human person, mean that
you truly love him ? Does not the Christian of
today see in political actions a great field of
apostolate worthy of the highest Catholic
ideal ?

If God doesn™t count, if there is a loss of

the sense of God, there is also & loss of the

sansa of sin, and worse, 0 talk about the
loss of the sense of justice. Unfortunately, the
actual social situation in the world leans to-
wards the logic of the evil one [cf. Evan-
gelivm Vitae, 8).

We need apostles of fire. In our personal
gxperience, we have come to the wnder-
standing that not only do we need to change
the structures of sin, as our beloved Holy Fa-
ther John Paul Il used to say, but we need to
change the heart of man. This is possible
with the grace of God, the help of our pas-
tors, and through direct meetings with peo-
ple, door to
door, taking sub-
gcriptions to our
journals, follow-
ing the great ex-
ampla of saints
like Saint Maxi-
milian Kolbe and
those of owr
brothers and sis-
ters, the Pilgrims
of Saint Michaal.
In other words,
through evangeli-
zation. We can
plant the seseds
of  the social
teaching to the
Church wherever
Wi g 50 one
day, nat  far
away, wa can all
reap the fruits of
Social Credit,

Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Reyes

that is to say, a true Christian society as
wanted by God.

Louis Even knew very waell all of this. He
worked without rest so that the light of Social
Credit would shine in every home in the
waorld, His Work continues to form aposties,
and thanks to the grace of God, it is produc-
ing fruits. And today, from what we can see
in this Congress, we are already witnessing
the beginning of a great harvest. Thank you
for having invited wus to participate in the
privilege of serving, and to work fior justice
and for all our brothers in despair.

Wheat has been accomplished in Ecuador,
you might ask? Well, we have just finished an
80-hour course to a community of lay and re-
ligious peoples who, along with professional
economists and engineers, will apply the so-
cial teachings of the Church through the So-
cial Credit philosophy. We have implementad
"popular” social doctrine and Social Credit
teachings through Radio Maria in Ecuador,
We are giving “intense” 20-hour social doc-
trie and Social Credit seminars on weekends
in parishes and lay organizations. We have
H}HD distributed ower 700,000 leaflets this vear
alone,

We will continue with our teaching of the
social doctrine of the Church to the pastoral
gsocial office of the Archdicceses of Quito,
Msgr. Jose Yicente Eguiguren, who is in
charge of the lay movements in Quito, will
start with the application of the principles of
Social Credit. There is & great number of
Bishops and priests who support our Work
and who encourage us to continue and to ax-
pand to reach every corner of the country.

On August 5, 2005, the Minister of Fi-
mance of Ecuador quit after reading Louis
Even's writings. He went to owr religious
bookstorea in Qwite and asked for 8 book on
the social doctrine of the Church, in order to
apply it. One of the employees of this book-
store is Alicla, who is also a Pilgrim of St. Mi-
chael. So she sold him the book *The Global
Fraud™, which includes Louiz Ewven's three
brochures, A few days later, the Minister said:
“We must not pay the national debt, we do
not owe it." He was forced to resign, because
he did mot agree with the policies of tha Intar-
national Monetary Fund and of his own Prime
Minister who sides with the IMF.

We will send a container of leaflets to
Paraguay and, with the grace of God and
vour help, travel to this country of B millien
people. A Venezuelan group has invited us to
come, Brazil is awaiting, and Spain desires
Our coming.

O dear Pilgrims of Saint Michael, dear Sg-
clal Crediters, now we all understand that So-
cial Credit can be implemented; that it is not
an utopia; that a true Christian civilization, a
civilization of love where fraternity is prac-
ticed, is possible. | address all of vou, and |
ask you to meditete on the contribution you
can give with your prayers and actions to
help us to avangelize. You know, you will mot
regret it! May Our Lord Jesus Christ give you
a hundredfold. Thank you |

Carfos Armando Reyes
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“l came, | saw, and 1 understood”
lrnrking with the poor — God’s favorites

Rooted in prayer,

Most Rev. Marcel Agboton, Archbishopof
Cotonou, Benin, was introduced at owr Con-
gress in Rougemomnt on September 3-5, 2005
by Father Pamphile Akplogan, who was or-
dained a priest by Archbishop Agbeton him-
sell:

Archbishop Agboton had been ordained a
priest almost 40 years ago, on January B,
1966, He spent about twenty years in the
service of the youth, training, and was
professor at the seminary. Among other
things, he was my professor of Spanish.
After years as a professor and head of a
seminary, he was appointed founding
bishop of a new diocesa in Benin, After
five years, he had succeeded so wall
that he was appointed 1o the diocese of
Porto Movo, where he was borm, and
which is also my native diocese.

On April 2, 2005, he was transferred
to the metropoliten ses of Cotonou; he
became archbishop, and also my
bishop. | would like to point out that
this was the last act of the pontificate of
John Paul I, since the ceremony for the
installation of the new archbishop ended
at noon on that day, and the Pope died
&t 7 p.m. At the same tima, it iz one of
the first official acts of the new Pope,
Banedict XV, since Archbishop Agboton
was among the archbishops who re-
ceived the pallium from Pope Benedict
AVl in Rome on June 29, 20056, We sa-
lute His Excellency, and on behalf of all,
I thank him for being here, despite his many
activities, for he is still in charge of the dio-
cese of Porto Movo — so he has two dio-
ceses to lead. Mewverthaless, he hes accepted
to be here today and to attend this Congress
with us. Since vyestarday, he has asked me
many questions about Social Credit, for he
wants to understand it thoroughly. With yvouwr
help, he willl Now, 1 will let him talk to vou
with his heart of a bishop:

Excerpts from the address of
Most Rev. Marcel Agboton
Archbishop of Cotonou, Benin
at our Congress, September 4

I really thank you for the opporunity that
has been offered to me to take part in this
Congress, First of all, | would like to thank
the Pilgrims of St Michael, and especially the
Directors and Miss Tardif whom 1 did not
know until now — | knew her only through
comespondence. | am not a graphologist, but
through the writings of yvour Directors, | knew
that there were fantastic people here. Yes, |
really thank you for this chance to discover
the Pilgrims of 5t Michael, to teke part in
their Congress, and to already have a fore-
taste of this reality of Social Credit.

I asked myself, when Father Pamphile told
me about the Pilgrims of 5t Michael and So-
cial Credit, what could sustain so much en-
thusiasm among you, what force drove you,
How could Christians, lay faithful — with all
the materialism that surrounds us today, this
selfish desire to grab everything for oneself
- how could they have this desire of justice,
of sharing, of solidarty, of commitment for
the poor. | asked mysalf thet question.

When | arrived here, | bagan to under-
stand. 1 said to myself: “Ah, mow 1 seel |
have noticed that all your activities, meetings,
begin with a prayer. The prayer 1o the Holy
Spirit, the prayer to Mary.” | said to myself:
*Mow 1 understandl If they are so deeply
rooted in God, if they take their strength from
God, it is easy to understand why they are so
dedicated to the poor, for the poor are God's
favorites. It is to the poor that God gives the
best of Himself: it is for them that He puts

the most efforts; it is to them that He shows
thet His Heart Is filled with love.”

Continue this way, and may God give you
the grace of keeping on with your work, but
also the grace of becoming contagious, that
is to say, o communicate, to pass on Your
enthusiasm, your love for the poor, to other
generations. As Louis Even said, "1 would like
to be 20 years old to go all over the world...”

$.5. L

Archbishop Agboton and Father Pamphile

H I could start again to go all over the
waorld at the age of 20, that would be fantas-
tic! We must transmit such an enthusiasm to
the youth, not only those who are young at
heart, but alsa those who are young physi-
cally, so that they may become torch bearers
of the Faith on new foundations. Pope John
Paul Il often spoke about the civilization of
love and brothechood, where no one is ex-
Cluded from the table of the Lord, especially
not the poor! So | beg yvou, kesp your cha-
risma and enthusiasm!

Ona day, during an audience on 5t Pe-
ter's Square, Pope John Paul Il told a story to
explain the differance betweesn Heaven and
Hall:

There were two tables, on which thers
ware plates filled with all kinds of good food.
Those sitting at the right table loocked happy
and healthy; one could see they were well
fed. On tha contrary, thosa who sat at the left
table were skinny and sick, with just as much
food on their table as on the other. Someone
asked why, with two tables filled with the
game abundance of food, the group on the
right was in good health, and the other group
on the left in poor health,

It iz because all the people, on the right
and on the left, had received long forks,
which were too long to use for themselves.
So, the people of the right table, instead of
irying to feed themselves with the forks, used
them to feed those sitting in front of them,
and that way, everyone could sat. Howeawver,
on thi left table, people were a0 egoistic thet
they wanted to feed themsehves only, not
thelr neighbors, and the food could not reach
thair mouths.

A world where people share can be com-
pared to Heaven, and a world where awvary-
ong wants to keep everything for himself, and
even steal the goods of his neighbor, is like
Hell. 1 belisve that we work here in this at-
mosphere of sharing, of passionate love for
the poor, and it is going to be like Heaven on
earth; | know this is not going to be easy, but
| believe that when you have in your hearts
this ideal of the love of the poor, it is God
Himaalf who is at work.

I thank you for sharing with me your love

for the poor, for making me want to know
more about Socisl Credit, to share it and
make it known to others. This is important es-
pecially for a country like us in Benin where
wara are in continuvous contact with powverty.
Of courge, the Lord gives us food and natural
resourcas; we do not live in dire poverty. But
we know what poverty is; we know what it is
to lack the basic necessities of life; while
some die of pwereating, others starve to
death. This is a problam of Africa, but
the Africans want to fight this problem,
become self-sufficlent, be able to live
without continuous foreign aid, to build
g world where all its sons and daugh-
ters will be happy. K is for this reason
that our churches must also take care of
social isgues, the problem of justice, of
8 just sharing of the goods that the Lord
gave to every country. My discovery of
Social Credit and its implications s cer-
tainly going to be 8 big enrichment for
me,

I gave to Father Pamphile the sari-
ous assignment of letting himself be im-
pregnated by all the Social Credit
principles 1o see how, within the context
of the social doctrine of the Church,
they can be a blessing and a starting
point for our societies, and to see how,
in concrete terms, within our local con-
text, and with the objective of making
the poor themselves the agents of their
awn devalopment and growth, wea can
turn the Social Credit principles into
something that will get our people out of
poverty, and turn them inte persons worthy
of God and worthy of man.

Dnce again, | thank you for this opporiu-
nity to be with you here, and at the next as-
sembly of our Episcopal Conference, | will
talk to the other bishops of Benin about So-
cial Credit... even though | am not sure | will
have the eloquence of Father Pamphile |

‘1}" Most Rev. Marcel Agboton
Archbishop of Cotonou, Benin

Departure of the Eucharistic Procession of
our Congress in Rougemont, Sept. 4, 2005
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The beautiful delegation of Maduguéear at our Congress

Mast Rev. Raymond Razakarivony, bishop
of the diocese of Miarinarive, Madagascar, /s
the Presicdent of the Justice and Peace Epis-
copal Council for his country, and has a lot
af influentisf connections. Mr. Jean Marie
Rakotoarizoa 15 the secretary general of this
sarma Council, (Mr. Rakotoarizoa and the 13
farniffes of his small village of Anjorozo in the
bush, in Madagascar, were the first to start
an agssociation to apply the Social Credit prin-
ciples focally. Mr. Rakotoarizoa gave ws 8§ re-
port  of their activities) Father WVenance
Jogzandry is the vicar general of his diocese
and Presidemt of Caritas-Mdagascar. They
were introduced to the audience at our Con-
gress by Miss Dina Razalfmahairaira.

by Dina Razafimahatratra

| am just completing & six-month training
course in Rougemont; | think | am ready to
make Social Cradit known, and abowe all, to
apply it, to help people in Madagascar. |
know myself what it is all about to be poor; |
live amidst poverty, | thank the priest and rmy
bishop who are here. | think that we are all
ready; | think that our task will be made eas-
ier since they can cover the whole country,
Their voices are listened to in towns and wvil-
lages as well; they are taken into account in
the economic life of the nation. The four
Christian Churches in Madagascar take part In
the social and economic life of the nation.

I am wery happy to have hare Most Rewv,
Raymond Razakarivony, the bishop of my dio-
cese. | would like to thank him for hawving
gant me to a beautiful place like Rougemontl
I enjoyed ewvery day of my sejourn hare, |
also thank Father Venance who laft his parish
and his duties for a few days to be here
Thank-you as well to Mr. Jean Marie Raka-
toparizoa, a father of 8 children, who left his
family to be here. One of his daughters is a
nun. And thank-you to Mr. MNdrianjasoa
Ramanantsalama, first counsellor of the Am-
bassador of Madagascar in Canada, for hon-
ouring us with his presence. Once again, |
thank all the Pilgrims of 5t Michael, all the
Social Crediters who support the Movement. |
now hand over to Most Rev. Raymond
Razakarivony, bishop of the diccese of Miari-
nariva, Madagascar.

by Bishop Raymond Razakarivony

I thank you, especially Mr. Marcel Le-
febvre and Mr. Frangois de Siebenthal. We
had invited them, on behald of Justice and
Peace, to come to Madagascar and talk about
Social Credit. They came. They did not hesi-
tate to travel 16,000 kilometres — the dis-
tance between Montreal and Antananarivo.
That is semething | | thank you for having vis-
ited ws, and for giving us the warm talks on
Social Credit. | think that at this very moment,
as | speak, the Social Credit principles are
gaining ground in my country. We are pres.
ently organizing between 300 and 1,000 So-
cial Credit groups, which shows that owr
people in Madagascar are really taken to So-
cial Cradit. This is understandable because of
the powvarty in our nation — ana of the poor-
est countries in the world, a lot poorer than
Benin — but nevertheless, a nation that is
proud end anxious to get out of poverty. |
think that with a Social Credit system, wa will
manage to do it, to get out of poverty. |
therefora thenk you for having come, for hav-
ing given us hope for a future that will be
more human, more secure, with less hard-
ships, to allow us to be a little more comfart-
able economically speaking.

| glso thank the Pigrims of St Michael for
havirg invited ws to their Internationsl Con-
gress, and 1 know you made a lot of sacri-
fices to make it come true, Since our arrival
lagt Tuesday, we could not do nothing but to

8.5. Le Pape Benoit Xvi
“*“Tues Pierre,

Lo SUICE

- Je batira

re
glise”

i i
wd
b

Mr. Jean Marie Rekotoarizoa, Ndranjasoa Ramanantsalama, Father Venance

Jaoczrandry, Dina Razafimahatratra, Bishop Raymond Razakarivony

admire the atmosphere that prevails among
this Movement of the Pilgrims of 5t. Michael.
Thanks to what we have seen and heard, in
our minds and hearts, we are now much
more knowledgeable to be able to move for-
ward, along the way shown by Louls Even.

You are certainly more axperienced than
ug, OF course, we need competent, skilled
people to make Social Credit a success in
Madagascar. That is why we ask you to pray
for us, so that we may not meet any enemies
of hindrances, for we now know where to go
and what to do.

It Is possible for us to cover all of Mada-
gascar, There are 20 dioceses in our country,
and every parish of every diocese has a rep-
regantative of Justice and Peace. This will
help us a lot; we do have financial difficultiss,
of course, but with the help and good will of
all of these people, we will manage to have
right and justice prevail in Madagascar.

| was happy to hear yesterday that Social
Credit i5 not only about money, because one
can also be poor intellectually and spintually,
and | believe that these issues of right and
justice have a lot o do with intellectual pow-
arty.

We also fight to establish schools every-
where. | was happy to read in your journal
that you also fight ageinst secular, godless
schools, In our diocese, our motto is: one
parish, oneé school; one region, one high
school; one diocase, one university. People in
Madagescar mow know why Catholic schools
are preferable to State schools. In the begin-
ning, this was difficult to accept, because you
have to pay to attend Catholic schools,
whereas State schools are free, People are al-
ready very poor, and it was difficult for them
at first to wnderstand that they must make

sacrifices to pay for the schools, so that their
children may receive a Christian education.
This is a very important issue.

At the closure of our Congrass, Monday
morning, Bishop Razakarivony gave us his im-
pressions:

My impressions 7 They are good | The few
days that we hawve spent together so far gave
me, abowve all, the feeling of living as a
Church — the Church is universal — and it is
a fealing that gives me courage, for we know
now in Madagascar that we are not alone. We
are together in this fight against poverty. If
wa, in the past, in our litle country, stricken
with poverty, felt forgotten by the rest of the
waorld, now this feeling has changed come-
pletely. We know that you do not ignore
Madagascar, because we are a small delega-
tion here, thanks to you, and we really take
part in what you have organized here... | was
also very much impressed by the testimonies
of the people who work full time in your
headquarters in Rougemont, who give them-
selves heart and soul. For that special mone-
tary system called Social Credit to attract you
here and cause you to give not only some of
your spare time, but all of your lives, | think
that there is somathing great, something pre-
clous in Social Credit. And for usg, that is
encugh to convince us that Social Credit is
something serious and feasible.

We came here above all to leam. Person-
ally, | have been reading your journal for over
ten years now, but | must confess that i s
only here, among you &t your headguarters,
that one can really understand what Social
Credit is all about. And | am sure that | will
learn and understand even more after the
week of study that will follow this Congress,
Thank you.

Archbishop Marcel Agboton, Bishop Raymond Razakarivony, and Father Pamphile Akplogan,
celebrating Mass at Rougemont 5t. Michael's Church on the occasion of our Congress
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Canada’s future: More debt and bankrupicy...
or financial reform and prosperity ?

On July 16 20085,
in Flesherton, Ontario,
passed away a8 great
Canadian, Mr. Ron
Gostick, a8 great friend
of our Movement, and
advocate of Soclal
Credit, after & long
battle with cancer, He
was two days short of
his 87" birthday. For
the past 59 years, he
had bean researching,
Wrilingg, pubfishing
(The Canadian fntelligence Servicel, fecturing
in Canada and throughout the English-speak-
ing warld an the need for financigl and eco-
namic reform in public policy. We offer our
deepest sympathy to his wife, Wanda, and to
his children.

fn 2002, Mr. Gostick had published & 64-
page booklet called CANADA'S FUTURE:
More Debt and Bankruptey ?.. or Financial
Reform and Prosperity 7 which was expanded
with two naw sections in 2004 In a second
editfon now enlitled Canada: lts Glorious Po-
fential.. and things | didnt learn in school,
Herg are large excerpts from this booklet,
wihich of course guotes Clifford Hugh Douglas
and Lowis Even, the masters of the Social
Credit philosophy:

by Ron Gostick

Ron Gostick

A financial bottleneck

For the last seweral years, our govemrn-
ments have bean forced to cut back expendi-
tures and budgets, and roll back staff and
services in the field of education. Not because
of any shortage of teachars, schools or sup-
plies. Indeed, all the physical components es-
sential for educating our young people have
been prasent in abundance. The only element
in short supply has been ‘'money’ — 'financial
credit.’

Likewisa, respecting healthcare, A deceds
ago, before these cutbacks, we had no short-
age of doctors, nurses, or other medical per-
gonnel: no shortage of hospitals (we were
cloging somal) or medical facilities. As a mat-
ter of fact, many of our young university-
trained personnel went seeking employment
to the USA or sbrosd. But once again roll-
backs and cutbacks in staff and services were
imposed upon us, with resulting waiting lists.
And once again, the only missing ingredient
was a shortage of ‘money’ — funding. The
bottlemeck was puraly fnancial.

What we must understand |8 that from a
physical point of view, cutbacks in sarvices
and reduced living standards should be un-
necessary and unacceptable in a resource-rich
country such as Canada, After all, we'ra the
richest country per capita in the world in
natural resources, with an advanced and auto-
mated industrial machine which pours forth
such an abundance of goods that we are
often hard pressed to find enough foreign
markets for our surpluses !

The creation and control of money

We're forever hearing — farmers, fishar-
men, businessmen, Industrialists, professionals
and general workers — talking about the
money they are "making.” A rather misleading
gtatemant, inasmuch &3 none of them, sxcept
bankers, actually "makes” money. They pro-
duce and provide goods and services, which
they exchange for money. Indeed, anyone at-
tempting to actually “make” money
whether coin, bills, or bad cheque — is likely
to end up behind bars |

Parhaps the first thing we should do in

this examination of the "'money’ guestion is to
define our terms.

‘Money : What, precisaly, is monay ¢

Wealth — A Christian View, being the
First Aeport of the Christian Doctrine of
Wealth Committee of the Congregational Un-
ion of Scotland, presented in 1962, defined
"money’ this way:

*The term ‘money’ may be used to de-
scribe any token or other device, with or
without intrinsic value, that is acceptable as
a claim or title to real wealth, that is to say,
as purchasing power.”

In other words, ‘moanay’ may be defined
simply as a ‘claim’ on goods or services — a
‘claim’ on real wealth, but not itself real
wealth. Money is sometimes described as “an
exchange mechanism to facilitate the produc-
tion and distribution of goods and services.’

Three kinds of money

We might note that there are three main
kinds of money in general use:

1} Coins — that is, metal discs of silver,
nickel, copper and alloys, of wvarious design
and denominations, These pass from hand to
hand in transactions involving small amounts.

Mote that gold coins which were exten-
sively used many years ago have been re-
placed today by paper bills.

2} Bills — printed paper notes of conven-
iant size with distinctive designs to indicate
the various denominations.

Mote that (1) and (2) are usually referred
to as ‘cash’ or ‘turrency’ — the terms used
far tangible money which can be passed from
hand to hand.

And 3} Daposit Currency or Credit — that
is, a kind of money which does not exist in
any tangible form, but consists of entries in
bank ledgers which are transferred from one
account to ancther by means of ‘orders to
pay' known as ‘cheques’ or, in recent years,
‘credit card transfers.’

Basic principles

In discussing monay and its function, thera
are a few of what | could call 'basic principles’
that we should keep in mind, such as:

The purpose of society: To enable indi-
viduals in association to gain, by their co-op-
arative efforts, results they desire which
would be either more difficult or impossible
to attain otherwisa.

The purpose of the economic sysbtem:
To deliver goods and services as, when, and
where these are required.

The purpose of the monetary system:
To facilitate the operation of the economic
gystam in serving the purpose for which it ex-
Ists,

We should keep in mind that our mone-
tary system’'s performance must be judged by
the extant to which it fulfills its purpose to
the economic system to the satisfaction of so-
ciety as a whole,

From poverty to war and prosperity !

During the 1930s, Canada, like so many
other countries, sufferad ten years of Great
Depression and widespread poverty — not
because of any shortage of production of
goods and services, but becausa of a short-
age of ‘money,” or ‘claims’ with which to ex-
change and buy the wealth we were
producing. We lacked the purchasing power
with which to claim that which we could pro-
duce in abundance. The goods weare plentiful,
and services available — but ‘money’ was
scarce. And so we suffered poverty amidst
plenty. What a travesty of common sense and

justicel What an insult to & benevolent Crea-
tor!

And today, some may wonder how our
grandparents managed to get ocut of that de-
pression. Well, incredible as it sounds, the an-
swer is: through war and destructionl

Graham Towers' revealing evidence

In 1939, Canada plunged into World War
II. Many Canadians, in-
cluding  parliamentari-
ans, wonderad how we
could possibly afford to
wage war, when for ten
vears we couldn't find
monay to finance awven
4 wary meager peaca-
time axistence,

But some of the an-
swers came out when
our federal Banking and
Commerce Committea
in 1939 called before it as a witness, Mr. Gra-
ham Towers, the Governor of the Bank of
Canada. The Commitiee held 30 sittings, and
its proceedings cover soma B850 pages. Fal-
lowing are a few significant excerpts from
Govamor Towars” cross-examination before
thie Commitias:

Question: Bt there /s no question about
it that banks create the medium of exchange?

Towers: That is right. That iz what they
are for... That iz "™e banking business, just
in the same way that a steel plant makes
steel, (Page 287 of the Minutes of the Com-
mittea's Procaadings)

The manufacturing process consists of
making a pen-and-ink or typewritten entry -on
a card or in a book. That is all. (pp. 76 and
238)

Each and every time a bank makes a
loan (or purchases securities), new bank
credit is created — new deposits — brand
new money. (pp. 113 and Z38)

Broadly speaking. all new money comes
out of a bank in the form of loans. (p. 459)

Ouestion: When you affow the merchant
banking syster to issue bank deposits —
with the practice of using chegues — you vir-
tuafly allow the banks to issue an effective
substitute for money, do you not ?

Towers: The bank deposits are actually
money in that sanse.

Question: ... 85 a8 matter of fact, they are
not actually money but credit, bookkeeping
accounts, which are used as a substitute for
ey ¢

Towers: Yes.

Question: Then we authorize the banks to
issue a substitute for money?

Towers: Yes, | think that is a very fair
statement of banking. (p.285)

Question: Ninety-five percent of all our
volume of business is being done with what
we call exchange of bank deposits — that is,
simply bookkeeping entries in banks against
which people write chequas ?

Towers: | think that is a fair statement.
ip. 223)

There are two or three more significant
points made by Governor Towers which de-
gerve our attention:

1} On page 455 of the Banking and Com-
merce Committee’s Minutes, Mr. Towers
makes this statement; “The banks cannot, of
course, loan the money of their depositors.”

In short, when you get a loan at the bank,
tha banker doesn't take anything from anyomne
eélza’s account to loan to you. Rather, the
bank actually creates the ‘credit’ or "money” it

Graham Towers
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lends you. It's brand new money created for
yvou by way of a ‘deposit’ in your account
against which you can write cheques. The
whole transaction iz merely a bookkeeping
entry, today made by 8 compuber.

2} On page 394 of the Committea’s Min-
utes, we find this exchange:

Question: Wi you tall me why a Govern-
meant with power to create money should
give that power away 1o 8 private monopoly
and then borrow that which parfiament can
craate fiself, back at interest, to the point of
nations! bankruptcy ?

Towers: ... Now, If Parllament wants to
change the form of operating the banking
system, then certainly that is within the
power of Parliament.

3} Then, dealing with public and war fi-
nancing, we have the following exchange:

Ouestion: Wil you agree with the state-
ment that has been made, that banks lfend by
creating the means of payment 7

Towers: Yes.

Questlon: ... so far 85 war /s concerned,
to defend the Integrity of the nation, there
will be no difficulty in raising the means of fi-
nﬂr;cfng whatever those requirements may
be i

Towers: The limit of the possibilities de-
pands on man and matarials.

Question: .. and where you have a&n
abundance of men and materials you have no
difffculty, under our present banking system,
in putting forth the medium of exchange that
is necessary to put the men and materials to
woark in defance of the realm 7

Towers: That is right. {p. 649)

Question: Would you admit that anything
physically possible and desirable can be
made financially possible 7

Towers: Certainly. (p. 771)

This testimony by Mr. Towers is most re-
vealing and authoritative. And yet, 65 vears
later, many — probably most — of our parlia-
mientarians and business and profaessional
people know littke if anything concerning
banking and the creation of credit, the veary
lifeblood of our economy.

One observation in passing: We are not
against the existence of banks. We nead tham
in today's electronic society mora than ever,
We simply see the pressing nead for some
revision in banking poficy and regulations,
which would orient our banking system more
towards service to community rather than ob-
scenely greedy profits. After all, the product
they're ‘lending’ isn't theirs; it's yours, and
yours, and yours — the public's.

Make use of the Bank of Canada

Included in the Bank of Canada's mandate
is the power to “make Joans fo the Govern-
ment of Canada or the government of any
province, but such loans outstanding at amy-
one time ghall not, in the case of the Govern-
mant of Canada, exceed one-third of [its)
astimated revenue for itz fiscal year, and
shall not, in the case of a provincial govern-
ment, exceed one-fourth of that government’s
estimated revenue for ity Ffiscal year, and
sueh foans shall be repaid before the end of
the first-quarter after the end of the fiscal
year of the government that has contracted
the loan.”

In other words, a good part of our Gov-
ernments’ short-term financial needs could be
supplied by our Bank of Canada at a minimal
service cost, with any profits going back into
our public treasurias.

The Federal Government took advantage
of this Bank of Canada mandate during Warld
War Il and the posbwar reconstruction period,
at great savings to the public treasury and
Canadian taxpayers.

In 1974, the Bank of Canada held more
then 20% of all Federal Government dabt n
the form of bonds and T-bills. That was the
game &% an interest-free loan from the Gow-

ernment to itself. In 1974,
in concart with other cen- [
tral banks around the
waorld, those In power
changed the system... To-
day, the Bank of Canada
only holds about 4% of &
our Federal Government ...
dabt.

My suggestion is that
our Bank of Canada should
exercise s mandate, and
be used to its maximum
potential in peacetime, as
in wartime and postwar re-
construction, at great sav-
ings to the public treasury
and Canadian taxpayers.

After all, it is no more
inflationary for the Bank
of Canada to create finan-
cial eradit than it is for a
private bank to create the
same financial credit for a
government, backed by
the same public resources
as collateral. But when
our own Bank of Canada does it, the savings
to the Government and taxpayers in interest
cOsts are enormous.

This age of plenty

| hardly need to0 mention — I'm sure that
every Canadian realizes — the wast and rich
natural resources of our great land; the tim-
ber, minerals, oil, gas, grain, cattle, hydroalec-
tric power, manufacturing, and so on and on.
A benevolant Creator, and the industry and
skills of our pioneer generations, have com-
bined to make us fortunate Canadians, per-
haps the physically richest people in the
world, per capita.

Howewver, these tremendous natural re-
sources of ours, and skilled workforce and
technological know-how, haven't always
meant prosperity for all Canadians. Indeed,
the whole of the 19305 we suffered a disas-
trous economic depression with widespread
poverty on the one hand, while shops, wara-
houses and factories were glutted with goods
people nesded, but who had no purchasing
power to buy. This ten-year depression was
finally alleviated in 1939 by World War I,

War demonstrated our potential

Strange as it may seem, there's always
money 1o wage war; and it's the performance
of our country — our aconomy, and the char-
acter, dedication and productivity of our la-
bour force — under the stress and exigencies
of wartime, that gives us a glimpse of what a
magnificent society and living standard is
physically possible in times of peace, if only
all sectors of our economic system are func-
tioning anywhere close to their potential.

This point P've raised, that our economy
seems to function better under wartime con-
ditions than it does In peacetime, seems a bit
of a paradox, To better understand this seem-
ing anomaly, let's go back a bit to the last
cantury.

In tha years 1974 to 1918, Canada, like all
the Commonweaalth countries, was complataly
absorbed in World War |. With our then very
emall population, Canadians nevertheless
made a huge contribution to the Alied war
effort — not only in military personnel, but
economically by producing food, clothing, ar-
maments, ammunition, etc, And, needless to
say, Canadians were fully employed back in
those war years; business was humming and
prosperity was the order of the day.

However, by the late 1920s, the economy
was slowing down, and by 1929, the Great
Depression of the ‘308 was setting In. And, as
praviously mentioned, for ten years Canada,
and practically all the other industrialized na-
tions, suffered widespread unemployment and
povarty amidst plenty because of a shortage
of purchasing power — maonay |

In February 1995, Ron Gostick and his wife, Wenda, were
our guests of honor at our monthly meeting in Rougemont,
and gave a lecture on Social Credit.

Then, in 1838, World War Il began, and
immeadiataly our economy began to pick up;
our long unemployment rolls began shrinking,
and war industries and factories wera sprout-
ing up like mushrooms.

At the outset of World War I, our popula-
tion was only 11 million, barehy over one-third
of our population today. Yet, with nearly a
million of our finest and fittest in the armed
services engaged in the destructive process
of warfare, with almost another million work-
ing in war industries to produce the food and
clothing of those in military service, and the
guns, ammunition, wehicles, tanks, ships,
planes, etc., they required — those back in
our own country, rmeduced to those too
young, too old or too poor in health for the
armad service, were able to produce not anly
all the requirements of war, but all the con-
sumer goods to provide a better standard of
living than our population enjoyed for the ten
years immediately prior to the war!

This almost miracle of creativity was pos-
sible because of two positive factors: First,
the focus, unity, and dedication of the Cana-
dian workforce and people. And, second, the
fact that during wartime, the Government sim-
ply had to ensure that there was enough fi-
nancial credit (money) created to make
financially possible what was physically possi-
ble and essential to the war effort.

World War Il revealed and confirmed two
great truths or realities which we Canadians
negd to always remember, namealy:

That over half a century ago, with al-
most 10% of our population in the armed
services, almost another 10% producing ar-
maments and weapons of war; and only
those of working age who were too old or
too impaired in health for military service,
were left to produce the consumer goods re-
quirements of our nation, they not only did
that, but they raised the standard of living
of a major segment of our people. And this,
keep in mind, was before the high-tech mi-
crochip revolution of the past generation.

We might well ask: What fraction of our
population today is needed, working full-time
up to industry’s potential, to provide the ne-
cegsities of life for our Canadian people 7

Thet, locking back a century in Canada,
aspecially to the pre-WW Il decade of the
Great Depression, and to the post-War re-
cessions, every one of them was caused by
a scarcity of consumer purchasing power at
that period of time, not by a scarcity of pro-
duction and goods and services available on
the market. In other words, it was a ‘money’
problem.

The words of testimony before a parlia-
mentary committea in 1939 by Graham Tow-
érs, Governor of the Bank of Canada,

(eontinged one page I0)
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Canada’s future

{oontinued from page 8]

confirmed the fact not only that money is cre-
ated by banks; but, that providing a country
has the physical resources and creative pro-
ductive machinery, if thera is a national deter-
mination to activate this potential by creating
gufficient financial credit, there & no reason
why our nation should hesitate to take the
necessary financial action. He was saying. in
reality, that what iz physfcally possible can be
made financially possible in our modern Ca-
nadian soclety with our vast natural, human
and technological resources.

The ‘under-employment’ problem

For several decades past in this post-WW
Il ara, we've had an ‘unemployment’ problem
generally ranging between seven and ten per-
cant of those seeking employment, The actual
unemployment rate is probably somewhat
higher, as many unemployed, unable to find
work, eventually drop off the statistic charts.
This has been a serous socialfinancial. prob-
lem geing back to the early stages of our in-
dustrial revolution, but especially in the latter
half of the last century, as industrial technol-
ogy became Increasingly automated. So, it's a
condition that's not likely to go away, but In-
dead become more troubling unless appropri-
ate adjustments are made In our financial and
BCOMNOMIC Systems,

Our wartime experience of the 1940s
should have warned us that this employment,
or ‘under-employment’ condition, is here to
stay — and on an escalating scale as we
move deeper into the automated, high-tech
revolution. After all, if we were able to draft
nearly ten percent of our fittest workforce
personngl into our armed services, and nearly
another ten percent of our workforce into war
industries, and yet produce enough consurmer
goods (food, clothing, and sheher) for owr
whole Canadian population while fully sup-
porting our total war effort, that should have
given us at lesst a glimpse of our potential
productive capacity in peacetime. We should
have realized that we were on the threshold
of an age of escalating labour displacement
by the power-driven automated machine,
which would increasingly produce our ped-
ple's required consumer goods with less and
Iess than what we have long called ‘full em-
ployment.’

Human labour a shrinking factor

There Is a wealth
of confirmation staring
ug in the face, if we
need confirmation of
this reality. Ona power-
ful example:

Jeremy  Rifkin I8
President of the Foun-
dation on Economic
Trends in Washington,
D.C., and author of a
dozen books on eco-
nomics, scianca, and
technology. His schol Jeremy Rifkin
arly tome titled The End of Work, published in
the mid-1880s, maticulously documants and
chronicles the shrinking labour factor in to-
day's industrial world.

One of his examples s U.S. agriculture,
from which we leamn that:

In the sarly years of the 18th century,
farming was the "guintessential occupation”
engaging about 76% of the population. It was
lergely manual, with hoes and spades, horse-
drawn carts and plows, stc.

About the mid-189th century, things began
changing, with the advent of the McCormick
reaper, the John Deere steel plow, the first

tractor, etc. As 8 consequence, by about 1875
the proportion of the national labour force in

agriculture had decreased to about E0%.
By 1800, it had decreased to less than

.

35%, by 1940 to 20%, and today, it has
shrunk to about 3%l

Yet, today that 3% produces more than
ever before. And what is more, this same
pattern is now evident in &l the major in-
dustries. The labour component in produc-
tion is steadily shrinking, yet the wolume of
production is steadily rising — due, of
course, to the displacement of manpower by
machinepower, the displacement of human
labour by the latest automated microchip
technology.

The same pattam is obviously true of
Canada and all advanced industrial sociaties.

What may our ‘unemployment’ figures be
in another century ?

I know that what Mr. Rifkin reveals is true,
that it's part of reality. But at the same time,
it does raise in my mind some rather funda-
mental questions, such as:

Is rising unemployment a curse, &
deadly problem to be attacked by politicians

and governments 7

Or is rising unemployment — the dis-
placement of human labour by machine-
power — a blessing, 8 mark of progress?

These fundamental questions simply must
be addressed — and as constructively as pos-
sibla.

The Globe and Masd, Sept. 14, 1893, pub-
lishd a column with the following item, cap-
tioned “Trouble in Paradize.” Here it is, in
full:

"W. W. Leontief, 1973 Nobel laureate
economist, (is) gquoted in Policy Options
magarine, July, 1993 [as follows):

"Adam and Eve enjoyed, before they
were expelled from Paradise, a high stand-
ard of living without working. After their ex-
pulsion, they and thelr successors were
condemned to eke out a miserable existence,
working from dawn to dusk.

“The  history of
technological progress
over the past 200 years
Is essentlally the story
of the human species
working its way slowly
and steadily back imto
Peradize. What would
happen, however, if we
suddenly found our-
selves In it? With all
brovons oot were, Wasslly Loontie
no oné would be gainfully smployed. Being
unemployed means receiving no wages. As a
result, until appropriate new income policies
were formulated to fit the changed techno-
jogical conditions; everyone would starve in
Paradise.”

More $64-questions

It seams to me that we need to ask our-
selves a few questions before coming to any
final conclusions on this gquestion of technol-
ogy and work. Questions such as:

What is the sltamnative to using high
technology, and thus creating unemploy-
mant 7

The answer would be to scrap the inven-
tions, the machings and appliances of the
past centuries. Then ban all future research
into technology, power generation, and any
improvements In production which threaten to
reduce humean lebour, Then, to prove our se-
riousness, scrap that electric toaster and cof-
fee pot, that electric washer and power lawn
mower. And don't forget your car, truck, and
all those power tools. And that's just the be-
ginning... because we'd be back long before
the horse-and-buggy days.

But that, of course, would be nonsansical
retrogression back towards a primitive state
of exiztence with its back-breaking hardships
gnd powerty, you say. Right! But we'd be
guarantead ‘full employment’ from dawn to
dusk.

And another question:

What iz the purpose of production? Is
it to produce goods and services (real
wealth), as efficiently and sconomically as
possible? Or is it to create work and jobs —
employment ?

Because if it's to
create work and em-
ployment, then we
should secrap all labour-
gaving machines and
davices, and produce
as Inefficiently as possi-
ble with the greatest
gmount of labour con-

tenmt. This, of course,
would lead to high
costs, bankruptcy —

and no jobs | And rather short rations!

Therefore, when we examing the options
or alternatives to utilizing to the full our mar-
velous high-tech industrial productive ma-
chine, the only answer 1s — No Way|

All must share benefits

Jaramy Rifkin, in his book already referred
to, wisely notes that “Whether & wlopian or
dystopian future aweiis us depends, o &
great measure, on how the productivity gains
of the informetion Age are distributed.”

In other words, for this high-tech revolu-
tion to become & blessing rather than a curse
for mankind, it must share its labour-saving
breakthrough and productive gains with the
whola population, perhaps by way of a
shorter workwaek, a longer annual holiday, or
earlier retirement — but with sufficient pur-
chasing power to buy and enjoy the increas-
ing production rolling off the assembly lines
of our high-tech industriel machine. Thus, the
goal would shift from “full® employment to
‘shared’ employment.

What I'm affirming iz that all segments of
society should share in the gains and fruits of
this present high-tech revolution — even the
ones displaced by technology and whose la-
bours aré no longer required in production.
Otherwise, the end result of our magnificent
advancement in technology and production
cutput could make the wvast majority losers,
and only an elitist minority winners. And just
remember that when people can't buy, others
can't sall. Only customers with purchasing
power are good for business.

Ouwur rich Canadian heritage

Our Canadian heritage — that s, the sum
total of knowledge, understanding, spiritual
values, social and cultural mores, law, ate. —
handed down to our generation from count-
less past generations of our forefathers — is
a priceless legacy too often little understood
or gppreciated. At least, until we begin to
think and become aware of it

We have in the foregoing pages men-
tioned our unmatched, vast natural resources
— a gift from God. Our state-of-the-art high-
tech productive machine — a gift of bygone
generations’ work, resesrch, and application
of God's natural law. Indead, the unprece-
danmted abundance of production that rolls off
our assembly lines today, together with our
infrastructure of social services to meet al-
most every material need — a gift from our
forefathers’ study, research, labour, and inno-
wvation, handed down to us today.

Then there are the more intangible spiri-.
tual and social values handed down 1o us
from the searching, experience, and trials and
tribulations of countless generations again, a
gift from our past. And all this is Just a part
of our heritage. ’

it has been estimated that over 95% of
our present-day massive production power is
the result of modern technology, with human
labour — manpower — shrinking to less than
a B% factor. Just ponder this statement for &
moament:

Going back millennia, our distant forefa-
thers scraped out a primitive existence pri-
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marily with their hands and a few elementary
‘inventions” for snaring fish, birds, and ani-
mals. And down the ages, natural resourcas
were discoverad, knowledge increased, and
gkills developed. And all this was passed on
down. to generation after generation — as a
free gift, part of their heritage — with each
generation adding its increase in knowledge,
understanding, inventions, skills, and produc-
tive power, 1o pass on to the next one.

Out of this on-going development and ax-
pansion of heritage, over the centuries man
invented the axe, the spade, the spear and
bow-and-arrow, the wheel and wheelbarrow,
and the primitive plough and the cart — and
then the use of "horse power’ to pull the cart,
the plough and the bupgy. And each genera-
tion, with its increase in knowledge and
power, -was passing this expanding heritage
on to their children and grandchildren. And a
man with a horse-drawn single-share hand
plough could cultivate countless times as
much soil a8 he could with a spade. His pro-
ductive power was thereby multiplied perhaps
@ hundredfold or more. MNote that, at this
point, the human labour (manpower} was per-
haps a factor of less than 5% in the plough-
ing opearation |

Fast forward. Then we finally come down
the ages to 1705, less than 300 years ago,
and Thomas Mewcomen, an English engineer,
invented a steam engine; and a few decades
later, in 1765, the Scotftish engineer, James
Watt, greatly improved the MNewcomen steam
engine and the application of steam power.
And this led to the development of the
steam-angine-powered grain threshing ma-
chine, and the steam-engine-powerad railway
gystems and staamship lines.

Then, in 1893, just owver a century ago,
Henry Ford made his first gasoline buggy,
and by 1903, he founded the Ford Motor
Company in Detroit. And by 1915, his come-
pany was producing pgasoling-powerad farm
tractors. Thus we note that within & relatively
short time, mankind's power of movement
and travel was. multiplied countless times;
and his power to till the soil and produce
food was multiplied almost beyond our com-
prehension.

However, the realization of the reality of
this tremendous heritage glves rise to the
guestion: “To whom does it rightly belong 7

Wall, the Creator of our world and all its
natural resources was God Himself. And the
heritage with which we're blessed today Is
not the work of one person or class. It's the
timeless actumulation of knowledge, research,
discovery, innovation and application, by hun-
dreds of generations of our forebears each
utilizing and adding to their heritage, and
passing it, avgmented and enriched, on to the
next generation. Let me repeat: "on to the
next generation,” — not on 1o just certaln in-
dividuals, groups, or classes; but to a/f mem-
bers of that new generation.
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Heritage is our ‘social capital

The point I'm making is: that in the case
of every country, its heritage is its capital, but
inasmuch 8s every member of that society
has a fundamental right to his due portion of
that heritage, then, by its very nature heritage
is a ‘social capital,” from which every citizen
has a right to receive a benefit — whether or
not his labour is required, in the same way
that a sharsholdef in a8 company Is usually
antitled to a° dividend, whether or not he is
‘employed by that company. '

it should be noted that whila heritage Is
by far the major factor in today's soclety, in-
cluding nearly everything we possess; it has
been overlooked or deliberately ignored by
nearly all aconomists and social raformers,
with tha notable exception of C.H. Douglas,
the author of Soofal Credit. Yet, without the
inclusion of this factor, it seems impossible
to realistically address, let alone resolve, any
of our présent economic or financial prob-
lems.

Money the key to claim our heritage

Today, money is the key neaded to gain
accass to our share of our national heritage.

Some individuals, recipients of bequests
from affluent parents or grandparents, or from
their own work and investment income, may
have tithe to company shares, financial stocks
or other capital goods, through which divi-
dends and other benefits enable them to gain
access to their share — and sometimeas much
mora — of our national heritage. And at the
prasent time, we find our country’s heritage
of ‘social capital’ largely in the hands of a
relatively small minority of fortunate citizens
and corporations (many of them international)
at the expense of the heritage rightfully be-
longing to all Canadians. In short, the few are
recaiving tha heritage rightfully belonging to
the many. Both fundamental justice and social
stability require that this situation be ad-
dressed and rectified.

This is a new factor for most of our
readers, an entirely new perspective of soci-
&ty — a genuinely Christian perspective —
wherein each of us has some rights and re-
spongibilities, but also enjoys some of the
fruits of our national heritage. However, this
heritage factor is of such prime importance
#t thizs time because, without an wunder-
standing and appreciation of it, it's difficult
to understand and visuallze the nature and
raquirements of reform in our economic and
financial policy essential if we are to open
the door to the tremendous potential for
prosperity and abundance in our great coun-
try this twenty-first century.

A great Canadian scholar and teacher,
Louis Even, in whose honour the Lowis Even
Institute for Social Justice headquarterad in
Rougemont, Quebec, was named, addressed
this heritage question in his lectures and
writings on finance, economics and social
gquestions several decades ago.

One of his writings was titled "A Sound
and Effective Financial System,” in which he
was expleining the ‘Social Credit® financial
proposals {(which should not be confused or
associated with politicians or parties using the
‘Social Credit’ name). Following are excerpts
from Mr. Even's brochura:

"We sald above, and wa could never re-
peat it enough, that financial credit is, at
birth, & property of all of society. It is so be-
cause it is based on the real credit, on the
country’s production capacity. This production
capacity iz made up, certainly in part, of
work, of the competence of those who take
part in production. But it is mainly made up,
in an ever-increasing part, of other elements
which are the property of all.

“There are, first of all, natural resources,
which are not the preduction of any man;
they are a gift from God, a free gift that must
be at the service of all. There are also all the
inventions made, developed, and transmitted
from one generation to the next. It i the big-

gest production factor
: today.  And no-. man
can {risihtfu_ﬁ'.rl claim
to be the sole owner
of this progress,
which is the fruit of
many generations.
“No doubt  that
one needs men of our
prasent timas to maks
usé of this progress
= and they are entl-
tled to a8 reward: they
get it in remuneration — wagas, salaries, atc.
But a capitalist who does not personally take
part in the industry where he invested his
capital is entitlad, just the same, to a share of
the result, because of his capital,

“Well, the biggest real capital of modern
production is really the sum total of the dis-

Louls Even

-coverias, progressive inventions, which today

give .us more goods with less work, And
gince all human beings are, on an egqual ba-
gis, coheirs of this immense capital which is
ever increasing, all are entitted to a share in
the fruits of production.

The amployes s entitted to this dividend
and to his wage or salary. The unemployed
person has no wage or salary, but is entitled
to this dividend, which we call social, because
it is the income from a social capital.

~ — “This is something new. But it seems
loglcal.”

"Yes indead! And it is the most- direct
and concretea means to gQuarantas to avery
human being the exercise of his fundamental
right 1o a share in the goods of the earth.
Every person possesses this right — not as
an employee in production, but simply as a
human being,

“In his broadcast of June 1, 1341, Pope
Pius Xil said: ‘Every man, as a reason-gifted
being, has from nature the fundamental right
to make use of the materlal goods of the
earth.” The Pope duly added: ‘it is left to hu-
man will end to juridical forms of people to
regulate more in detail the practical realiza-
tion of this right.’

“That is to say, it i up to the peoples
themselves, through their laws and regula-
tiong, to choose the methods capable of al-
lowing sach man to axercizse his right to a
share in the earthly goods...."

Solving the problem of distribution

Mr. Even, mentioning the Soclal Credit
proposal of a national dividend as an exam-
ple, puts forward this idea as the key which
would enable every citizen to claim access to
their “social’ capital ‘heritage.” This might re-
quire the Bank of Canada to play a8 somewhat
more activist role in credit creation, as it did
during World War |l, greatly benefiting Cana-
dians by saving billions of dollars in interast
charges.

However, in addition to opening the door
and making it possible for all Canadians to
claim their rightful share of their "social heri-
tage,” this dividend idea would also solve an-
other  increasingly serious  present-day
problem: an equitable distribution of the ex-
panding mountain of goods pouring out of
our factories and off our assembly lines.

The problem of preduction has been
solved for generations in our industrialized
countries. Goods have been plentiful, often
in surplus supply, but money ([purchasing
powar), axcept in wartime, has sll too often
been In short supply and inadequate to keep
the Distributive/Consumption end of our
economy up to our high-tech productive ma-
chine.

Therefore, a national dividend that would
supplement other incomea, thereby increasing
consumer purchesing power, would benefit
not only the consuming public., but also be
of great benefit to every aspect of the pro-
ductive and business sections of our econ-
Gy,

ﬂct.-”ﬂ.-“ﬁtﬂnhr m
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Benedict XVI explains the Eucharist to children

Anticipating the imminent end of
the Year of the Eucharist fon October
23], Pope FBenedict X\W gathered
gome 100,000 young communicants
on Saturday, October 75 for 8 meel-
ing emiitled ‘Bread of Meaven." Last
Junae, the Pope had extended an in-
witation to all childrean who were re-
cenving their First Communion this
year. The fnvitation wes addressed
to chifdren of the Diocese of Rome
and naighboring dioceses. However,
children from all over laly, and from
Spain, France, and elsewhers, ar-
rived in buses in 5t Peter's Square
on Saturday, overflowing the plaza.
The highlight of the day was their
camvarsation with Benediet XV who
responded fo seven of the children,
sealed close to him, who asked him
guestions sbout the Eucharist. The
meeting ended with sdoration and Benedic-
tion with the Eucharist, Here are the seven
gquestions of the children and the answers of
the Holy Father:

The Pope's First Communion
1. Andrea: Dear Pope, what are your
memaories of your First Communion day ?
| would first iikke to say thank you for this
celebration of faith that you are offering to
mae, for your présence and for yvour joy. |
great you and thenk you for the hug | have

recelved from some of you, a hug that, of
coursa, symbolically stands for you all.

As for the question, of course | remember
my First Communion day very well. It was a
lovely Sunday in March 1938, 89 years ago. it
was a sunny day, the church lookad wvery
beautiful, thers was music.. There were s0
many beautiful things that | remember, There
ware about 30 of us, boys and giris from my
litthe village of no more than 500 inhabitants.

But at the heart of my joyful and beautiful
memaries s this one — and your spokesper-
son said the same thing: | understood that
Jesus had entered my heart, He had actually
vigited me, And with Jesus, God Himself was
with me. And | realized that this iz a gift of
love that is truly worth more tham all the
other things that life can give.

So on that day, | was really filled with
great joy, because Jesus came to me and |
realized that @ new stage in my life was be-
ginning, | was 9 years old, and that it was
henceforth important to stay faithful to that
ancounter, to that Communion. | promisad
the Lord as best | could: *| always want 1o
gtay with You”, and | prayed to Him, “but
above all, stay with me", So | went on living

‘] o

my Ife like that; thanks be to God, the Lord
has always taken me by the hand and guided
me, evan in difficult situations.

Thus, that day of my First Communion
was the beglnning of a jourmey made to-
gether. | hope that for all of you too, the First
Communion you have received in this Year of
the Eucharist will be the beginning of a life-
long friendship with Jesus, the beginning of a
journey togather, becausa in walking with Je-
sus we do well, and life becomes good.

Confession before Communion

2 Livia: Holy Father, before the day of
my First Communion, | want fo confession. [
have slse been to confession an other occa-
sions. | wanted to ask you: do [ have to go
to confession every time | receive Commun-
ifon, even when I have committed the same
sins 7 Because | realize that they are always
the same.

I will tall you two things. The first, of
course, I5 that vou do not always have to go
to confession before you receive Communion
unlass you have committed such serious sins
that they need to be confessed. Therefore, It
iz not necessary to make one’s confession be-
fore every Eucharistic Communion. This is the
first point. It is only necessary whan you have
committed a really serious sin, when you
have deeply offended Jesus, so that your
friendship is destroyed, and you have to start
again. Only in that case, when vou are in a
gtate of “mortal® sin, in other words, grave
isin), is it necessary to go to confession be-
fore Communion. This is my first point,

My sacond point: even if, as | said, it is
not necessary o go to confession before
each Communion, it is very helpful to confess
with a certain regularity. It is true: our gins
are always the same, but we clean owur
homes, our rooms, at least once a waek,
even if the dirt is always the same; in order
to live in cleanliness, in order to start sgain.
Otherwise, the dirt might not be seen, but it
builds up.

Something similar can be said abowt thea
soul, for ma myself: if | never go to confes-
gion, my soul is naglected and, in the end, |
am always pleased with myself and no longer
understand that 1 must always work hard 1o
improve, that | must make progress. And this
cleansing of the soul which Jasus gives us in
the Sacrament of Confession helps uws to
maka our consciences more alert, more open,
and hence, It also helps us to mature spiritu-
ally and as human persons.

Therefore, two things: confession is only
necessary in the case of a serious sin, but it
is very helpful to confess regularly in order to
foster the cleanliness and beauty of the soul
and to mature, day by day, in life.

Jesus is really present

3. Andrea: In preparing me for my First
Communion day., my cefechist fofd me that

Jesus is prasent in the Eucharist.
But how ? | can't see Wim !

Mo, we cannot see Him, but
there are many things that we do
not see but they exist and are es-
gsantial. For example: we do not see
our reason, yat we have reason. We
do not see our intelligence, and we
have it. In a word: we do not see
our soul, and yet it exists and we
sea its effects, because we can
speak, think, and make decisions,
etc. Mor do we see an electric cur-
rant, for axample, yet wa ses that it
exigts; we see thizs microphone, that
it is working, and we see [ights.
Therefore, we do notl sea tha wvery
deepest things, those that really sus-
tain fife and the world, but we can
see and feel their effects. This is
also true for electricity; we do not ses the
electric current, but we see the light.

So it is with the Risen Lord: we do not
gae Him with our eves, but we see that wher-
éwvar Jesus is, people change, thay improve,
A greater capacity for peace, for reconcili-
ation, etc., is created. Thersfore, we do not
see the Lord Himself, but we ses the effects
of the Lord: so we can understend that Jesus
is prasant. And as | said, it is pracisaly tha in-
visible things that are the most profound, the
most impertant. 3o let us go to meet this in-
visible but powerful Lord who helps us to live
well,

Attend Sunday Mass

4. Glulia: Your Holiness, everyone fells us
that it /s important to go to Mass on Sun-
day. We would gladly go fto i, but offen our
parents do not take us because on Sundays
they sleap. The parents of a friend of mine
work in a8 shop, and we often go to the
country fo visit our grandparants. Could you
say something fo them, fo make them un-
derstand that it is important to go to Mass
together on Sundays 7

| would think so, of course, with great
love and great respect for your parents, be-
cause they certainly have a lot to do. How-
ever, with a daughter's respect and love, you
could say to them: “Dear Mommy, dear
Daddy, it is so important for ws &ll, even for
you, to meet Jesus. This encounter enriches
us, It is an important element in owr lives,
Lat's find a litle time together; we can find
an opportunity. Perhaps there is also a possi-
bility where grandma lives." Im brief, | would
say, with great love and respect for your par-
ents, | would tell them: “Flesse understand
that this is not only important for ma, it is not
only catechists who say it, it is important for
us all. And it will be the light of Sunday for
all our famiby.”

What good does it do?

5, Alessandro: What good does it do for
our everyday life to go to Holy Mass and re-
ceive Communion 7

It centras life. We live amid so0 many
things. And the paopla who do not go to
church, do not know that it is precisely Jesus
they lack. But they feel that something is
migsing in their lives. f God is absent from
my life,  Jesus is absent from my e, a
gubde, an essential friend is missing, even an
important joy for life, the strength to grow as
@ man, to overcome my wvices and mature as
a human baeing.

Therefore, we cannot immediately ses the
effects of being with Jesus and of going to
Communion. But with the passing of the
waeks and years, we feal more and more
keenly the absence of God, the absence of
Jesus. It B 8 fundamental and destructive in-
completeness. | could easlly speak of coun-
tries where atheism has prevailed for years:

Fage 12

“Michaal” Journal, 1101 Principale 5t., Rougemont, Oue.. Canada — JOL TMD
Tal.: Rouvgamont [450) 466-2209; Montreal area [514) B58-5714; Fax (450] 469-2601; www.michaeljournal ong

Oct.-Nov.-December 2005



how souls are destroyed, but also the earth,
In this way we can see that it is important,
and | would say fundamental, to be nourlshed
by Jesus in Communion. It is He who gives
us enlightenment, offers us guidance for owur
lives, a guidance that we nesd.

The Bread of Life

6. Anna: Dear Pops, can you explain fo
us what Jasus meant when He said to the
people who were folfowing Him: “f am the
Bread of Life ?™

First of all, perhaps we should explain
clearfy what bread is. Today, we heawve 8 re-
fined culsing, rich In very different foods, but
in simpler siuations, bread s the basic
sourcé of nourishment; and when Jesus
called Himself the Bread of Life, the bread is,
shall we say, the initial, an abbreviation that
stands for all nowrishment. And as we need
to nourish our bodies in order to live, so we
also need to nourish our spirits, our souls
and our wills, As human persons, we do not
only have bodies but also souls; we are think-
ing beings with minds and wills. We must
alzo nourigh owr spirits and our souls, so that
thiey can develop and truly attain thair fulfil-
ment.

And therefore, if Jesus says: “l am the
Bread of Life", it means that Jesus Himself is
the nourishment we naed for owr soul, for our
inner self, because the soul also nesds food.
And technical things do not suffice, although
they are so important. Wea really need God's
friendship, which helps us to make the right
decisions. We need to mature as human be-
ings. In other words: Jesus nourishes us so
that we can truly become mature people, and
our lives become good.

Eucharistic Adoration

7. Adriano: Holy Father, they've told us
that today we will have Eucharistic Adora-
tion. What jz it? How iz it dome? Can yoii
explain i to us? Thank you.

We will see straightaway what adoration
is and how it is done, because everything has
been properly prepared for it: we will say
prayers, we will sing, kneel, and in this way
we will be in Jesus' presence. But of course,
your question requires a deeper answer: not
only how you do adoration, but what adora-
tion is. | would say: adorstion is recognizing
that Jesus is my Lord, that Jesus shows me
the way to take, and that | will live well only
if | know the road that Jesus points out, and
follow the path He shows me.

Therefore, adoration means saying: “Je-
sug, | am yours. | will follow You in oy life, |
naver want to lose this friendship, this com-
munion with You”™ | could also say that ado-
ration is essentially an embrace with Jesus in
which | say to Him: *| am yours, end | ask
You, please stay with me always.”

‘Papal homily at the opening of the Synod

“Tolerance that only admits God as a private
opinion, but that denies Him the public domain,
the reality of the world and of our life, is not

tolerance, but hypocrisy.”

Here are excerpis of the homily Benedict
XV gave at the opening Mass of the Synod
of Bishops en the Eucharist, hefd in 5t Pe-
tar's Basilica, on Oclober 2, 2005:

The reading from the prophet Isaiah
({Chapter 5) and the Gospel of today put be-
fore our eyes one of the grest images of the
Sacred Scripture: the image of the wine..
God created a vineyard — this is an image of
His story of love with humanity, of His love
for Israel, which He chose. The first thought
of today's readings is therefore the following:
to man, crested in Hig Image, God has in-
fused in Him the ability to love and therefore
the ability to also love Him, his Creator. With
the song of love of the prophet Isaiah, God
wishes to speak to the hearts of His people
— and also to each one of us. “| created you
in My image and likeness,” He tells us. *| my-
gelf am love, and yvou are My image to the
gxtant in which the splendour of love shines
in you, to the extent in which you respond to
Me with love.”

God waits for us. He wants to be loved
by us: shouldnt a similar call touch our
hearts 7 In this very moment when we are
celebrating the Eucharist, when wa are in-
augurating the Symod on the Eucharist, He
comes o meet us, He comes to meet me.
Will this find & reply? Or does this happen
with us as with the wvineyard, about which
God says in |seiah: "He expected it to yield
fine grapes; wild grapes were all it yielded”?
Iz our Christian life often not perhaps rather
vinegar than wine? Is it self-commiseration,
conflict, indifference?

With this we have automatically arrived at
the second fundamental thought of today's
readings. They speak first of all of the good-
ness of the creation of God and of the great-
ness of the choice by which he expects of us
and loves us. But then they alzo speak of the
subseguent story — of man’s failure. God had
planted very select vines and, in spite of this,
wild grapes ripened. In what do these wild
grapes consist? Good grapes which God was
expacting — says the prophet — should have
congisted in justice and uprightness, Instead,
wild grapes bring viclence, bloodshed, and
opprassion, which make people groan under
the yoke of injustice.

In the Gospel, the image changes: the
wine produces good grapes, but the tenants
keep them for themselves They are mot will-
ing to give them to the owner. They beat and
kill his messengers, and kill his Son. Their
reasons are simple: they want to become
owners; they take over what does not belong
to them. In the Old Testament, first of all,
there is an accusation against violating social
justice, for despising man by man. Howeaver,
what appears in the background is that by de-
spising the Torah, that right given by God, it
is God Himself who is despised; man only
wants to enjoy his own power,

This aspect is fully underlined in the par-
able of Jesus: the tenants do not want a
landowner — and these tenants are also a
mirror of ourgelves. We men, to which crea-
tion, 50 to say, is entrusted to manage, usurp
it. We want to be the direct landownars, and
by ourselves. We want to own the wodd and
our own lives In an unlimited way. God is our
stumbling stone. Either we make Him & sime-
ple devout eapression, or He is denied every-
thing, He Is banished from public life, thus
loging all meaning. Toléerance, which admits

‘God as a private opinion, but denles Him in

the public domain, the reality in the world
and in our life, is not tolerance, but hypocrisy.

Howewer, whearevaer man makes himsalf
the only master of the world and of himself,
justice cannot exist. Only the freedom of
power and interests can dominate there, OF
coursa, one can send the Son out of the vine-
vard and kill him, In order to selfishly taste
the fruits of the earth alone. But then, the
vinayard will soon be changed into unculti-
vated land trodden by wild boars, as savs the
responsorial Pgalm (Cf. 78:14)

Hance, wa reach the third alamant of to-
day's readings. The Lord, in the Old as in the
Maw Testament, proclaims judgement on the
unfaithful vineyard. The judgement which
Isaiah foresaw became reality in the grest
wars and exiles carrled out by the Assyrians
and Babylonians, The judgemeant proclaimed
by Qur Lord Jesus refers above all to the de-
struction of Jerusslem in the year 70. But the
threat of judgement also concerns us, the
Church in Europe, Eurcpe and the West in
general. With this Gospel, the Lord is also
crying out to our ears the words which, in
the Apocalypse, He addressed to the Church
of Ephesus “if you will not repent., | shall
come to you and take your lamp-stand from
its place”™ (Rv 2:5). Light can also be taken
eway from us, and we are right to let this
warning ring again in our soul In all its seri-
ousness, orying out at the same time to the
Lord: "Help us to convert! Give us all the
grace of true renewal! Do mot allow Your
light in our midst to blow out! Strengthen
our faith, our hope, and our love. So that
we can bring good fruit 1*

Howaever, at this point we ask ourselves:
“But isnt there any promise, any comforting
word in the reading and in the page of to-
day's Gospel ¥ Is the last word a threat 7 Nol
The promise is there, and it is the last one,
the essential one. We can see this in the Alle-
luia verse, taken from the Gospel of John: 7
am the wine, you are the branches. Whoever
remaing in Me, with Mg In him, bears fruit in
plenty {Jn 15:5).

With these words of the Lord, John
shows us the last and true result of the story
of God's vineyard, God never fails. At the end
He wins, love wins... He, who in Canaan
changed water into wine, changed His blood
inte the wine of the true love, and thus
changad the wine into His blood. He antici-
pated His death in the Cenacle, and trans-
formed it in the gift of Himself, in an act of
radical love. His blood s a gift; it is love, and
for this reason it is trues wine which the Crea-
tor was expecting. In this way, Christ Himgelf
has become lifa, and this vine always brings
good fruit: the presenmce of His love for us,
which is indestructible,

In the Holy Eucharist, Jesus draws us all
towards Him from the Cross (Jn 12:32) and
makes us becorne branches of life which is
He Himself. f we remain united to Him, then
we will also bear fruit; then also from us
there will no longer be the vinegar of self-suf-
ficiancy, of discontent of God and of Hiz crea-
tion, but the good wine of joy in God and of
love towards one's neighbour.

i Our next “Siege of Jericho” |

in our headquarters in Rougemont

March 19-25, 2006

Seven days and six nights of adora-
tion and Rosaries in front of the Blessed
Sacrament exposed in the Monstrance
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The Eucharist: Living Bread for the Peace of the World
Message of the Synod of Bishops on the Eucharist

On October 21, at the end of the Synod
of Bishops on the Eucharist, held af the Vatl-
can, the 256 Bishops who attended the mest-
ing approved the Message of .the Synod of
Bishops o the People of God; the commis-
sion for its writing was presided over by Car-
dinal Mare Ouellet of Ouebsc City. The gosf
of this Synod was to offer proposals fo the
Haofy Father that might help him te update
and deepen the Eucharistic Iife of the Church;
Pope Benedict XVI iz fo issue an Apostolic
Exhortation on this issue in the coming
months. Mare are excerpts from this message
of the Synod:

Christ is living in Hig Church, as He prom-
Ised (see Mt 28:20). He remains with us al-
ways until the end of the world, He gives
Himsalf to us in the Most Holy Sacrament of
the Eucharist, along with the joy of loving as
He loved. He commands us to share His vic-
torious lowve with our brothers and sisters of
the whole world. This iz the joyful message
that we proclaim to you, beloved brothers
and sisters, at the end of the Synod of Bish-
ops on the Eucharist.

Listening to the suffering of the world

The meeting of the Synod has been an In-
tense time of sharing and witnessing to the
Ife of the Church in the different continents,
Wa have been made aware of extreme situ-
ations and suffering generated by wars, hun-
ger, different forms of tarrorism and injustice,
which touch the daily life of hundreds of mil-
lions of human beings. The explosive violence
in the Middle East and in Afmica has rémindad
us that the African continent has been forgot-
ten by the public opinion of the warld, MNatu-
ral disasters, which seem to have multiplied,
force ws to look upon nature with greater re-
spect, and to strengthen our solidarity with
those suffering peoples,

We have not remalned silent before the
consequences of secularization, present
above all in the West, that lead to religlous
indifference and various expressions of rela-
tiviem. We have remambered and denounced
the situations of injustice and extreme pov-
erty that are in evidence everywhere, but es-
pecially in Latin America, in Africa, and in
Asla, All this suffering cries out to God, and
challenges the consclence of humanity. h
challenges us all. What is becoming of the
global wvillage of our earth, the threatened
environment that risks being ruined? What
can be done so that, in this era of globaliza-
tion, solidarity might triumph over suffering
and misary ?

We also direct our thoughts to those
who govern the nations that they take dili-
gent cars to provide access to the common
good for all. We ask that they be promoters
of the dignity of every human being, from
concaption till natural death. We ask them
to enact laws which respect the mnatural
rights of marriage and the family. For our
part, we will continue to participate activaly
in a common effort to generate lasting con-
ditions for genuine progress for the whole
human family, where no one is lacking his or
her daily bread.

“Do this in memory of Me"

On the sva of His Passion, “Jesus took
the bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to
the disciples, saying, Take, eat, this s My
Body.! Then he took the cup, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them saying,
‘Drink of it all of you; for this is My Blood,
the Blood of the covenant, which is poured
out for many for the forgiveness of sins™ (Mt
28:25-28). “Do this in memory of Me® (Lk
22:19: 1 Cor 11:24-28). From its beginnings,
the Church has remembered the death and
resurrection of Jesus with the same words

and actions of the Last Supper, asking the
Spirit to -transform the bread and wing into
the Body and into the Blood of Christ. We
firmly believe, and we teach in the constant
tradition of the Church, that the words of Ja-
sus pronounced by the priest at the Mass, in
the power of the Holy Spirit, effect what they
signity. They bring about the real presence of
the risen Christ. The Church lives from this
gift par excellence that gathers it, purifias it,
and transforms it into the one body of Christ,
animated by the one Spirit (see Eph 5:29).

The Eucharist Is the gift of love, love of
the Father who sent His only Son so that the
world might be saved (see Jn 3:16-17); the
lowve of Christ who lovad us to the end (ses
Jn 13:1); the love of God poured into our
hearts by the Holy Spirit [see Rom 5:5), who
crigs out in us “Abba, Father!” (Gal 4:6). In
celebrating the Holy Sacrifice. therefora, we
joyfully announce the salvation of the world
in proclaiming the victorious death of the
Lord until He comes. In our communion with
his Body, we receive the "pledge” of our own
resurraction.

Forty wears after the Second Vatican
Council, wea wanted to examine to what ex-
tent the mysteries of the Faith are adequately
expressed and celebrated in our liturgical as-
semblies. The Synod reaffirms that the Sec-
ond Vatican Council provided the necessary
basis for an authentic lturgical renewal. It is
necessary now to cultivate the positive fruits
of this reform, and to correct abuses that
have crept into liturgical practice. We are con-
vinced that respect for the sacred character of
the liturgy is transmitted by genuine fidelity to
liturgical norms of legitimate authority. No
one should consider himsalf master of the
Church’s liturgy. Living Falth thet recognizes
the presence of the Lord is the first condition
for beautiful fiturgical celebrations, which give
a genuine “Amen” to the glory of God.

Challenges for a Eucharistic renewal

The life of our Churches is also marked
by shadows and problems which we hawve
not ignored. In the first place, we think of
the loss of the sense of sin and the persist-
ent erisis in the practice of the Sacrament of
Penance. It is important to rediscower its
despest meaning; it i3 a conversion and &
precious remedy given by the risen Christ
for the forgiveness of sins [see Jn 20:23)
and for the growth of love towards Him and
our brothers and sisters.

It is interesting to notice, that more and
more young people, suitably catechized, prac-
tice confessing their personal sins, s0 reveal-
ing an awareness of the reconciliation
required for the worthy reception of Holy
Communion.

We know the sadness of those who do
not have access to sacramental Communion
because of their family situations that do not
conform to the Commandment of the Lord
(zea Mt 19:3-8). Some divorced and remarried
people sadly accept their inability to take sac-
ramental Communion, and they make an of-
faring of it to God. Others are not able to
understand this restriction, and live with an
internal frustration. We reaffirm that, while we
do not endorse their choice, they are not ex-
cluded from the life of the Church. Weask
that they participate in Sunday Mass and de-
vote themselves assiduously to listaning to
the Word of God so that it might nourish
their life of Faith, of love, and of conversion,
We wish to tell them how close we are to
them in prayer and pastoral concermn. To-
gether, let us ask the Lord to obey His Wil
faithfully.

We hawve also observed that, in certain
areas, there iz a lessening of the sense of
the sacred that affects not only the active
and fruitful participation of the falthful at
Mass, but also the manner in which the
celebration takes place and the gquality of
the witnass that Christians are called to
give. We seek to revive, by means of the
Holy Eucharist, the sense and joy of belong-
ing to the Catholic community, a3 an in-
creasing number of departures from the
Church is evident in certain countries. The
fact of de-Christianization calls for a better
formation to Christian life In families so that
sacramental practice is revitalized and genu-
inely expresses the content of the Faith. We
therefore invite parents, pastors, and cate-
chists to work toward re-establishing &
strategy for evangelization and education in
the Faith at the beginning of this new mil-
lenmium.

Before the Lord of history and the future
of the world, the poor of every generation
and today, the ever-increasing number of vie-
tims of injustice, and all the forgotten of this
world, challenge us. They remind us of
Christ's agony, until the end of the world,
These sufferings cannot remain axtraneous bo
the celebration of the Eucharistic Mystery
which summons ell of us to work for justice
and tha transformation of the world in an ac-
tive and conscious fashion, on tha basis of
the social teaching of the Church that pro-
motes the centrality and the dignity of the hu-
man person.

‘“We cannot d-l"l..ﬂl‘f ourselves: mutual
love and especially the care that we show
for those who are in need, will indicate that
we will be recognized as true disciples of
Christ (see Jn 13:35; Mt 25:31-46). This is
the criterion that will sttest the authenticity
of our Eucharistic celebrations.”

Dear vyoung people, the Holy Father
Benedict XV has repeatedly said that you
lose nothing when you give yourselves to
Christ, We take up again his strong and se-
rena words from his inaugural Mass that di-
rect you toward true happiness, with the
greatest respect for your parsonal freedom:
Do not be afraid of Christ]! He takes nothing
gway, and He gives you averything. When wea
give ourselves to Him, we receive a hundred-
fold in return. Yes, open, open wide the
doors to Christ — and you will find true life.”
We have great trust in your capacity and your
desire to develop the positive wvalues in tha
world, and to change what is unjust and vig-
lent. Please count upon our support and our
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prayer so that we may together accept the
challenge to bulld the future with Christ. You
are the *“sentinels of the morning™ and the
“sxplorers of the fulure.”" Do not fail to draw
from the source of divine energy in the Holy
Eucharist to bring about the changes that are
necessary.

Dear Christian married couples and your
families, your vocation to holiness begins as
the domestic Church, is nourished at the Holy
Table of the Eucharist. Your faith in the Sac-
rament of Mardage transforms your nuptal
union into @ Temple of the Holy Spirit, into a
rich socurce of new life, generating children,
the fruit of your love., We have ofien spokan
of you at the Synod because we are con-
scious of the fragility and the uncertainties of
the world today.

Remain strong in your struggle to edu-
cate your children in the Faith. You are the

source where vocations to the priesthood .

and the religious life are born. Do not forget
that Christ dwalls in your union; He blesses
it with all the graces you need to live your
vocation In & salntly. way. We encourage you
to maintain the practice of particlpating es a
family in the Sunday Eucharist. In this way,
you bring joy to the heart of Jesus, who has
sald: “Let the little children come to Me"
Mk 10:74).

23. We wish to address a special word to
all the suffering, especially the sick and the
handicapped, who are united with Christ's
sacrifice through their suffering (see Rom
12:2). In your suffering of body and heart,
you participate in a special way in the sacri-
fice of the Eucharist, and you are privileged
witnesses of the love which comes from it
We are certain that in the moment when we
axperience our own frailty and limitations, the
strangth of the Eucharist can be a great help.
United to the Paschal Mystery of Christ, we
find the answer to the anguish of suffering
and death, especially when sickness strikes in-
nocent children. We are close to you all, and
aspecially close to those of you who are dy-
ing and who recaive the Body of Christ as Vi-
gticum for their final journey toward the
Kingdom.

Baloved Brothers and Sisters, Peace be
with you!

Synod: Bishops call for
Communion on the tongue

On October 5, 2006, during the Synod of
Bishops in the Vatican, Archbishop Jan Pawel
Lenga M.ILC., from Karaganda, Kazakhstan,
called 1o mind the sacredness of the Eucharist
and discussed ways to highlight this fact. He
said thet “among the lturgical innovations
produced in the Western world, two in par-
ticular tend to cloud the wvisible aspect of
the Eucharist, especially as regards its cen-
trality and secredness: the removal of the
tabernacle from the center. and the distribu-
tion of Communion in the hand.*

"Communion in the hand”, he szaid, *is
spraading and even prevailing as being eas-
ier, a5 a kind of fashion... Therefore, | hum-
bly propose the following practical
propositions: that the Holy See issue a uni-
versal regulation establishing the official way
of receiving Communion as being in the
mouth and knesling; with Communion in the
hend to be ressrved for the clergy alone.”
He likewisa asked that “bishops in places
where Communion in the hand has been in-
troduced, work with pastoral prodence to
bring the faithful slowly back to the official
rite of Communion, walid for all local
Churches.”

Cardinal Janis Pujats of Riga, Latvia, was
the first to raise the issue, telling the synod
Oct. 3 that he thought Catholics should re-
ceive Communion on the tongue — while
kneeling. When communicants stand, Cardinal
Pujats said, he feels like a dentist looking into
their mouths.

o

VATICAN CITY, November 23, 2005
(zenit.org) — Benedict XVI| condemned the
“soclal plague® of usury, and said that it
should be combated through prevention,
soliderity and education.

Tha Pope made his appeal at the end
of today’s general audiance, which gath-
erad more than 25,000 pligrims, including
2,000 members of the Mational Anti-Usury
Consultancy. This associstion of volunteers
of Christian inspiration offers guarantees to
banks, or technical assistance to free from
their grip victims or possible victims of be-
ing charged excessive interest rates, and
encourages cultural endeavors and activi-
ties of formation to promote respect for le-
gality. They celebrated their - 10th
annivarsary by attending the audience in
St. Peter’s Square and a Mass celebrated
later in St. Peter's Basilica.

“Dear friends,” the Holy Father said,
“your présence in such Ilarge numbers
gives me the opportunity to express my
heartfelt appreciastion for the courageous
and generous activity you carry out in
support of the families of people hit by
the deplorable social plague of wsury. |
hope that many people will stand along-
side you to support your worthy commit-
ment in the field of prevention, solidarity,
and education,” he added.

On the same day, in Genoa, ltaly, Cardi-
nal Targicic Bertone also denounced the
usurious practices of international monetary

Benedict XVI assails “social plague” of usury

agencies: loans by the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund, as well as
country-to-country loans, are usurious and
should be declared illegal, says the arch-
bishop of Genoa.

Cardinal Tarsiclo Bertone wvoiced ﬂlh
criticism when speaking about low-income
nations during a congress entitled “We Are
Still in Debt: Africa Cannot Wait." The con-
gress was organized by the diocesanm Jus-
tice and Peace Commission in collaboration
with Raly-Africa, the Genoa Municipality,
and the Justice and Solidarity Foundation.

“Debt in fact becomeas usury whan it
harms the inalienable right to life, namely,
all those rights that have not been given
to man but that belong to him by nature,”
Cardinal Bertone told the congress. His
words wers broadcast by Vatican Radio.

The cardinal also criticized the “techno-
crats, espacally those of the muhinationals,
of the World Bank, and of the Monetary
Fund, who impose on poor populations un-
acceptable conditions, such as compulsory
sterilization, or the obligation to close
Catholic schools.”

He described usury as “indirect homi-
cide when it causes death and fosters
misery and poverty.” He said a debt of
§6.000 weighs on each child born in low-
income nations, half of whose gross na-
tional product goes toward paying the
interast on the dabt.

Prociaim Faith with courage, Fupn says to Austrian Bishops

On Movamber 5,
recelving the Austrian
bishops who  had
come to him one by
ongd on their “ad
limina apostolorum”
vigit = as the bishops
of sach nation are re-
guired t© do every
five years = and sum-
ming up his conversa-

tions  with them,
Benedict XVI urged
them to  “change
coursa.”

To begin with, the
Pope exhorted them to "look reality in the
face with courage, without letting optimism,
which iz always a lure for us, rapresent an
obstacle to calling things by their names with
mmplm objectivity, and without embealfish-
mant.

Ha then recalled the “sorrowful™ fact that
“the process of secularization, which I3 now
increasingly significant for Eurcpe, did not
even pause at the doors of Catholic Austria.
Adherence to Church teaching is diminishing
among many of the faithful, and this leads
to loss off cartainty in the Feith and a less-
ening of reverential fear for the law of God.”
After this, he asked: “So, then, what can we
do 7"

“As you well know, the confession of the
Faith is one of the bishop's primary duties. “i
did not drew back,” St. Paul says in Miletus
to the pastors of the Church of Ephesus,
‘from the task of proclaiming to you the
whole counsel of God' [Acts 20:27). Kt is true
that we bishops must act with discretion,
MNavertheless, this prudence must not pre-
vent us from presenting the Word of God in
all its clarity, including those things thet are
haard lass willingly, or that consistently pro-
voke reactions of protest and derision.

“You, dear brothers in the Episcopacy,
know this well: there are some topics ralating
to the truth of the Faith, and above all to
moral doctrine, which are not present in the

catechesis and preach-
ing of wour digceses
to a sufficient extent,
and which sometimes,
for example in pastoral
outréach to youth in
the parishes or
groups, are either not
. confronted at all, or
4 are not addressed. in
the clear sense under-
stood by the Church.

“Thanks be to
God, it is not like this
everywhere. - Perhaps
those who are respon-
sible for the proclamation [of the Gospel]
are afraid that people may drew back if they
spesk too clearly. However, experience in
genéral demonstrates that it is precisely the
opposite that happens. Don't deceive your-
selves! Catholie teaching offered in an in-
complete manner i a contradiction of itself,
and cannot be fruitful in the long term. The
proclamation of the Kingdom of God goes
hand in hand with the demand for conver-
sion and with the love that encourages, that
knows the way, that teaches that, with the
grace of God, even that which seemed im-
possible becomes possible.

*Think of how, litde by little, religious in-
struction, catechesis on various levels, and
preaching can be improved, deepened, and,
&0 to speak, completed | Please, make zealous
use of the ‘Compendium’ and the ‘Catechism
of the Catholic Church’| Have tha priests and
catachists adopt these tools, have them ex-
plained inm the parishes, have them used in
families as important reading material | Amid
the uncertainty of this period of history and
this society, offer to men the certainty of the
fullness of the Church’s Faith! The clarity and
the beauty of the Catholic Faith are what
make man's life shine, even today | This is es-
pecially the case when it is presented by en-
thusiastic and exciting witnesses.”

Sandro M
WWW. :#m.l.wzgmﬂ
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The purity of soul necessary for Holy Communion

For Catholics to receive the Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion
while in the state of mortal sin (having com-
mitted a mortal or grave sin which has not
been confessed and forgiven in Sacramental
Confession) is itself a mortal sin — a mortal
sin of sacrilege.

by Fr. Stefano Manelli,
O.F.M. Conv., S.T.D.

What is there to say about the great pu-
rity of soul with which the saints approached
to recelve the Bread of Angels? We know
that they had a great delicacy of conscience
which was truly angelic. Aware of thair own
misary, they tried to present themselves to
Jesus “holy and immaculate”, (Eph. 1:4) re-
peating with the Republican, “O God, be mer-
ciful to me a sinner® (Luke 18:13), and having
recourse with great care to the cleansing of
Confession.

When St. Jerome was brought Holy Viati-
curn gt the end of his life, the saint prostrated
himself on the ground in adoration, and he
was heard to repeat with profound humility
the words of 5t. Elizabeth and those of 5t
Peter, "How iz this, that my Lord should
come to ma?” “Depart from me, for | am a
sinful man, O Lord® (Luke 5:8)., And how
many times was the angelic and seraphic St.
Gemma Galganl tempted to not receive Holy
Communion, holding herself to ba nothing
else than a vile dunghill |

St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina used 1o repeat
with trepidation to his brethren, “God sees
blights even in the angels. What must He see
in me!™ For this reason, he was very diligent
in making his sacramental Confessions.

“Oh, If we could only understand Who s
that God Whom we receive in Holy Commun-
ign, then what purity of heart we would bring
to Him!* exclaimed S5t. Mary Magdalen of
Pazzi.

For this reason, St Hugh, St. Thomas
Aquinas, 5t. Francis de Sales, 5t. Ignatius,
St. Charles Borromeo, 5t. Francis Borgia, St
Louwis Bertrand, St. Joseph Cupertino, St
Leonard of Port Mawrice, and many other
saints went to Confassion every day before
celebrating Holy Mass.

St. Camillus de Lellis never celebrated
Holy Mass without first going to Confession,
becauss he wanted at least “to dust off* his
soul. Once, at sundown in a public square in
Livorno, before taking leave of a priest of the
same religious order, foresesing that he
would not have a priest to confess to on the
following morning before his Mass, paused,
took off his hat, made the sign of the Cross,
and went to Confession right there in the
square to his confrere.

Also, St. Alphonsus, 5t. Joseph Cafasso,
5t. John Bosco, 5t. Pius X, and 5t. Padre Pio
of Pietrelcina went to Confession very often.
And why did 5t. Pius X wish to lower the age
for First Holy Communion to seven years, if
not to allow Jesus to enter into the innocant
hearts of children, which are so similar to an-
gels. And why was Padre Pio so delighted
when they brought him five-year-old children
who were prepared for First Holy Commun-
ion ¥

The saints applied to perfection the direc-
tive of the Holy Spirit. "Let everyone first ex-
amine himself, and then eat of that Bread
and drink of that Chalice; because he who
eats and drinks unworthily, eats and drinks
unte his own condemnation™ (1Cor. 11:28-
29).

To examina themsehras, to repent, to ac-
cuse themselves In Confession, and to ask
pardon of God, and in this way evan every
day profit from the Sacrament of Confession,
was something natural for the saints. How

fortunate they were to be capable of so
much! The fruits of sanctification were con-
stant and abundant bacausa the purity of soul
with which each saint welcomed into himself
Jesus, “the Wheat of the alect,” (Zach. 9:17)
was like the good ground “..which brings
forth fruit in patience® (Luke 8:15).

5t. Anthony Mary Claret illustrates this
fact very well: “When we go to Holy Com-
munion, all of us receive the same Lord Je-
sus, but not all receive the same grace nor
are the same effects produced im all. This
comes from our greater or lesser disposition.
To explain this fact, | will take an example
from nature, Consider the process of grafiing.
The mora similar the one plant is to the
other, the better the graft will succesad. Like-
wisa, the more resemblance there is between
the one that goes to Communion and Jesus,
g0 much the batter will the fruits of Holy
Communion be.” The Sacrament of Confes-
sion is in fact the excellent means whereby
the similarity between the soul and Jesus is
restored.

For this reason, St. Francis de Sales
taught his spiritual children: "Go to Confas-
sion with humility and devotion... if it is pos-
gible, every time that you go to Holy
Communion, even though you do not feel In
your conscience any remorse of mortal sin.”

In this regard, it is well to recall the
teaching of the Church. Holy Communion
must be received only while one iz in the
grace of God. Therefore, whan ona has com-
mitted & mortal sin, even f one has repented
of it and has a great desire to receive Holy
Communion, it is necessary and indispensabla
to confess onesalf first before receiving Holy
Communion; otherwise one commits a8 most
grave sin of sacrilege, for which Jesus said to
5t. Bridget, "There does not exist on earth a
pumishmant which is great enough to punish
It sufficienthy 1*

5t. Ambrose said that persons who com-
mit this sacrilege “"come into church with a
few sins, and leave it burdened with many.”
St. Cyril wrota somathing yat stronger: “They
who make a sacrilegious Communion receive
Satan and Jesus Christ into their hearts —
Satan, that they may let him rule, and Jesus
Christ, that they may offer Him in sacrifica as
a Victim to Satan.”

Thus the Catechism of the Council of
Trent (De Euch., v.i) declares: “As of all the
sacrad mystaries... none can compare with
the... BEucharist, so likewise for no crime is
there heavier punishment to be feared from
God than for the unhcly or irreligious use by
the faithful of that which... contains the very
Author and Source of holiness.”

On the other hand, Confession made be-
fore Holy Communion to render a soul al-
ready In the state of Sanctifying Grace more
pure and more beautiful, is something pre-
cious even though not required. it is precious
because it clothes the soul with 8 more beau-
tiful “wedding garment” (cf Matt. 22:12) with
which it may take its place at the table of the
angels.

For this reason, the most consciantious
souls have always made frequent use [at least
once a8 week] of the sacramental cleansing of
absolution, even for venial sins. f you want
great purity of soul n order to receive Jesus,
no purity shines brighter than that which one
obtains whan he makes a good confession,
whera tha cleansing Blood of Jasus rendars
the rapentant soul divinely bright and beauti-
ful. “The soul that receives the Divine Blood
becomes beautiful, as being clothed in a
more precious garment, and it appears so
beautiful aglow that if you could see it, you
would be tempted to adore it,” declared 3t.
Magdalen di Pazzi.

The Mass isn’t entertainment, says Cardinal Arinze

VATICAN CITY, NOV. 16, 2005 (Zenit.org)
— The Mass is a moment of reflection and
encounter with God, rather than a form of en-
tertainment, says Cardinal Francis Arinze. In
an intarview with Inside the Vatican magazine,
the prefect of the Congregation for Divine
Worship and the Sacraments made a compre-
hensive assessment of the recemt Synod of
Bishops on the Eucharist and of develop-
mants in liturgical practice 40 years after the
Second Vatican Council. Regarding “music in
the liturgy, we should start by saying that
Gregorian music is the Church's precious heri-
tage,” he said. “It should stay. It should not
be banished. If therefore in a particular dio-
cese or country, no one hears Gregorian mu-
sic anymore, then somebody has made a
mistake somewhere.”

"People don't come to Mass in order to
ba entertained. They come to Mass to adore
God, to thank him, to ask pardon for sins,
and to ask for other things that they need.
When they want entertainment, they know
where to go — parish hall, theater, presuming
that their entertainment is acceptabla from a
maoral theological point of view," added the
cardinal, 73, who this year celebratad the
40th anniversary of his episcopal ordination.

“Vatican Il brought many good things, but
everything has not been positive, and the
Synod recognized that there have been shad-
ows,” Cardinal Arinze acknowledged. "Thare
has been a bit of neglect of tha Holy Eucha-
rist outside Mass” he said. "A lot of igno-
rance. A ot of temptations to showmanship
for the priest who celebrates facing the peo-
ple. f he is not very disciplined, he will soon
become a performer. He may not realize it,
but he will be projecting himself rather than
projecting Chirist.

“So there are problems. Howewver, soma
of the problems wera not caused by Vatican
I, but they wars causad by children of tha
Church after Vatican Il. Some of them talking
of Vatican Il push their own agenda. We have
to watch that. People pushing their own
agenda, justifying it as the ‘spirit of Vatican
I."" The Vatican prefect continued: “So, if
only people would be more faithful to what
has been laid down, not by people who just
like to make laws for other people, but what
follows from what we belisve, 'Lex orandi,
Lex credendi’ It is our Faith that directs our
prayer life, and if we genuflect in front of the
tabarnacla, it is because we balieve that Je-
sus s there, and is God."
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Messages of Our Lady in Akita, Japan
Serious Messages for the world, like at Fatima

In 1973, the Blassed Virgin Mary gave Sis-
ter Agnes Katsuke Sasagawa in Akita, Japan,
three Messages through a statue of Mary.
Bathed in a brilliant light, the statue became
alive and spoke with a voice of indescribable
beauty. Her Guardian Angel also appeared
and taught her to pray.

The wooden statue, about 3 feet high, had
bean carved by an artist on the requast of tha
Sisters of the Institute of the Handmalds of
the Eucharist, founded by the local Bishop,
Most Rev. John Shojiro Ito, of the Diocesa of
Miigata. This statue, from which the wvoice
carme, wapt 101 times over a course of sev-
eral years, from January 4, 1975, to Septem-
ber 16, 1981, the Feast of Our Lady of Saven
Sorrows. It also perspired abundantly, and the
perspiration sent out a sweet perfume. hs
right palm bled from a wound that had tha
form of a cross.

Hundreds of people witnessed many of
these events. Scientific analysis of blood and
tears from the statue, provided by Professor
Sapgisaka of the faculty of Legal Medicine of
the University of Akita, confirmed that tha
blood, tears, and perspiration wera real hu-
man tears, sweat, and blood. They came from
three blood groups: O, B, and AB,

Sister Agnes also has the stigmata on the
right palm. A Korean woman with terminal
brain cancer received immediate healing while
praying before the statute in 1981. The mir-
acle was confirmed by Dr. Tong-Woo-Kim of
the St Paul Hospital in Seoul and Fr, Theisen,
President of the Ecclesiastical Tribunal of the
Archdiocese of Seoul. The second miracle
was the complete cure of the total deafness
of Sister Agnes.

Miraculous events

The events began on June 12-14, 1973,
During these days, Sister Agnes saw a bril-
liant light coming from the tabernacle. On
Thursday, June 28, eve of the Feast of the
Sacred Heart, Sister Agnes again saw a blind-
ing light fram the Blessed Sacrament, rays of
light, and a multitude of angels surrounding
the altar in adoration before the Host.

In the evening, another mysterious event
ccourrad. Whila praying in the chapel, Sister
Agnes felt as though something pierced the
palm of her left hand. Thera, in the center of
her palm, were two red scratches in the form
of a cross. As days went by, the pain became
increasingly intense,

Thiz phenomenon recurs avery week, and
Bishop lto himself witnesses it: on Thursday
gvening, the wound is still dried out, but it
beging to swell up, and scratches form on the
gkin. On Fridey morning, blood flows and im-
pregnataes the bandages of gauze. On Satur-
day morning, the wound stops bleeding and
becomes dry egain. This phenomenon |asted
the whola month of July.

On July 6, the Guardian Angel appeared
to Sister Agnes, and said: “Do not fear. | am
the one who is with you and watches over
you. Do not fear. Pray with fervor not only
because of your sins, but in reparation for
those of all men. The world today wounds
the Most Sacred Heart of Our Lord by its in-
gratitudes and injuries. The wounds of Mary
are much deeper and sorrowful than yours.
Let us go and pray together in the chapel.”

Messages of Mary

In the chapel, the statue of the Virgin
Mary came to life, and a voice of indescrib-
gble beauty struck her totally-deaf ears, This
was to be the first Message of Mary:

"My daughter, My novice, you have
obeyed Me well in abandoning all to follow

Me. Is the infirmity of your ears painful?
Your deafness will be healed, be sure. Be
patient. K Is the last trial. Does the wound
of your hand cause you to suffer? Pray in
reparation for the sins of men. Each person
in this community is My irreplaceable daugh-
ter. Do you say well the prayer of the Hand-
maids of the Eucharist? Then, let us pray it

together:

AL B
The statue of Our Lady s
"Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, truly pre-
sent in the Holy Eucharist, | consecrate my
body and soul to be entirely one with Your
Heart, being sacrificed at every instant on all
the altars of the world and giving praise to
the Father, pleading for the coming of His
Kingdom. Please receive this humble offering
of myself. Use me as You will for the glory
of the Father and the salvation of souls.

“Most Holy Mother of God, Never let ma
be separated from Your Divine Son. Please
defend and protect me as Your special child.
Amen.”

Az her Guardiam Angel had told her, a
cross-ghaped wound, similar to that of Sister
Agnes, appeared in the right hand of the
statue of the Blessed Virgin, and blood
started to flow.

Qn August 3,. 1973, the First Friday of the
month, Sister Agnes received the second
Message from Mary:

“My daughter, My novice, do you love
the Lord? If you love the Lord, listen to
what | have to say to you. It is very impor-
tant. You will convey it to your superior.

"Many men in this world afilict the Lord.
I desire souls to console Him to soften the
anger of the Heavenly Father. | wish, with
My Son, for souls who will repair, by their
suffering and their poverty, for the sinners
and ingrates.

“In order that the world might know His
anger, the Heavenly Father is preparing to
inflict a great chastisement on all mankind.
With My Son, | have intervened so many
times to appease the wrath of the Father. |
have prevented the coming of calamities by
offering Him the sufferings of the Son on the
Cross, His Precious Blood, and beloved souls
who consele Him and form a cohort of vic-
tim souls.

“Prayer, penanceé, and couragecus sacri-
fices can soften the Father's anger. | desire
this also from your community, that It love
poverty, that it sanctiy itself and pray in
reparation for the ingratitude and outrages
of 50 many men. Recite the prayer of the
Handmaids of the Eucharist with awareness

hedding tears

of its meaning; put it Into practice: offer
[whatever God may send) in reparation for
sins. Let each one endeavour, according to
her capacity and position, to offar herself en-
tirely to the Lord.

"Even in a secular institute, prayer is
necessary. Already souls who wish to pray
are on the way to being gathered. Without
attaching too much attention to the form, be
faithful and fervent in prayer to console the
Master.”

It was on Saturday, October 13, the anni-
versary day of the last Apparition of the Vir-
gin Mary to the three children of Fatima, that
Mary gave to Sistar Agnes Her third Message,
the most Important and serious one:

“If men do not repent and better them-
selves, the Father will inflict a terrible pun-
ishment on all humanity. It will be a
punishment greater than the deluge, such as
one will never have sean before. Fire will fall
from the sky and will wipe out a great part
of humanity, the good as well as the bad,
sparing nelther priests nor faithful. The sur-
vivors will find themselves so dasolate that
they will envy the dead. The only arms
which will remain for you will be the Rosary
and the Sign left by My Son. Each day recite
the prayers of the Rosary. With the Rosary,
pray for the Pope, the Bishops and the
priests.

"The work of the devil will infitrate aven
into the Church in such a way that one will
see Cardinals opposing Cardinals, Bishops
against other Bishops. The priests who wen-
erate Me will be scorned and opposed by
their confreres (other priests). Churches and
altars will be sacked. The Church will be full
of those who accept compromises, and the
demon will press many priests and conse-
crated souls to leave the service of the Lord.

*The demon will be especially implacable
against the souls consecrated to God. The
thought of the loss of so many souls is the
cause of My sadness. i sins increase in
number and gravity, there will no longer be
pardon for them,"

"..Pray very much the prayers of the Ro-
sary. | slone am able to still save you from
the calamities which approach. Those who
placa thair confidence In Me will be saved,”

The last Sunday of May, 1982, during the
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, Sister
Agnes was completely cured from her deaf-
ness,

Approval of the local Bishop

After having himself been an eyewitnass
of the events, and having carefully invest-
gated them for years, Most Rev. John Shojiro
Ho, Bishop of Niigata (the diocese Akita be-
longs to} declared the events of Akita, Japan,
to be of supernatural origin, and authorized
throughout the entire dioccese the veneration
of the Holy Mother of Akita, in a long mes-
sage which he ordered to be read in every
parish of his diocese on Easter Sunday, April
22, 1984.. He said: "The Message of Akita Is
the Message of Fatima.”

Approval of Rome

Bishop Ito went to Rome a third time in
June of 1988 to seek the opinion of the Holy
See. "l was worried because of the serious-
ness of the Message,” he said. Joseph Cardi-
nal Ratzinger, the Prefect of the Sacred
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,
reassureéd Bishop Ito that he had acted prop-
erly, and pave definitive judgement on the
Akita events and Messages as reliable and
worthy of belief.
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The flow and cancellation of money

Mr. Henry Raynel, of
Mew Zealand, has been
acquainted with tha So-
cial Credit philosophy
for owver 50 years, and .
UPON Our request, came
to owr Congress in
Rougemont this year to
give lectures on Social
Credit. Part | was pub-
lished in our previous
issue; Here iz part Z, (The third and final part
will be published in our next issue.)

by Henry Raynel

Earlier [see Michsel's previous issue), we
discussed the ownership of society’s monay
supply and the importance of enacting legisla-
tion to confer the right of creation, aownership,
and management to the nation, to the Gow-
ernrment, and to the people of our nation. Our
address and discussion illustrated the tremen-
dous benefit that would result for every indi-
vidual in society.

Today | want to discuss and delve a little
more about enacting legislation for society to
establish, own, and managa its ocwn money
supply. | want to briefly comment about just
one aspect only: on savings for investment.
And | was also like to brisfly comment abouwt
society paying its debts to bankers.

Cur first priority right now is to prograss
our discussion bevond money creation to talk
about money flow and money cancellation,
and how it relates to industry and commerce.
Society’s money supply is created and can-
celled continuously as it flows through each
eycle of production and consumption of all
goods and services. | have endeavoured to il-
lustrate this in an elementary picture form
which | will show you at the end of the lec-
tre.

My experience In teaching Social Credit
has proved to me that the flow-and-cancella-
tion subject is a stumbling block for many of
our conscientious supporters. My mother
teaching me the Christian philosophy, com-
bined with my father's support for a typical
farmers natural feelings for freedom and pri-
vate enterprise, has given me the lifetime
natural philosophy that helps me study and
accept the natural reality of Social Credit.

Most people in the Social Credit Move-
rment find it difficult to understand and accept

that ‘money cancels automatically when it is -

paid into commercial business bank accounts.
Working with my own business has helped
me understand flow and cancellation. Lack of
understanding of flow and cancellation is one
of the reasons why many Social Crediters
have not got the confidence to advocate and
campaign for society to actually own, create,
and manage its money supply. And this un-
derstanding gives one confidence and enthu-
siasm to become a crusader.

Our army of crusaders are dependent on
the understanding of the leaders of our eco-
nomic reform Movement. Because us leaders
have a good understanding of Douglas and
Louis Even, because we have a honest con-
viction that there iz an shernative economic
system based on freedom with financial secu-
rity, the grassroots “will of the peopla”, the
people's army will be inspirad and will follow
T3

C.H. Douglas and his staunch disciples
claim thare is only one thing worse than a
private banking money monopoly, and that is
to marry the bankers’ money creation with
politiclans and Gowvernment, and thereby cre-
ate a complete Government dictatorship of
both finance and politics. History of the par-
formance of socialist governments has proved
Douglas to be correct.

Right now, our nation's orthodox money

supply continuously flows as it Is created for
production, and cancals through distribution.
Or to put it more simply, this is what is
meant by creation flow and cancellation.

The prasent commarcial banks operate the
present system of money creation and cancel-
lation that is very simple and, fortunately,
very afficient. There would be no need for a
Government operating the new economics of
Social Credit to change this aspect of how
money functions, The change we must de-
mand is that the ownership and flow of soci-
ety’s money from the beginning of the monay
pipeline be society owned and independenthy
managed. R would not be as now with
bankers owning and managing society’s total
money supply flow as unrepayable perma-
nent interest-bearing debt compounding ex-
ponentially. The people’s money supply must
be managed independently by a people’s
monetary authority.

Let us talk quite precisely about creation
flow and cancellation of society’s money.
Commercial bankers lend to businesses, as an
example, and bankers also lend to our bakers
to bake today's bread. And when the consum-
ers have bought the bread in the days ahead,
the shops return the money to the commaer-
cial bankers, and it is cancelled. If there is
stil & demand for more bread in the days
ghead, the process will be repeated.

In this way, private-enterprise businesses
fluctuate production and distribution accord-
ing to consumar demand. Money flows: it is
cregted for production, and it is cancelled
when production is consumed. The ald saying
is: money is made round to go round, and its
meaning is still basically true.

Now what is meant by “a cycle of produc-
tion and consumption” ? This involves a sa-
ries of stages of production and the time
needed to converl nature's raw materials —
nature’s free raw materials — by the applica-
tion of enargy into finished goods and serv-
ices from where they are purchased by
consumers. The cycle may take one year, one
month, or less. This free portion of energy,
which is all energy, except human energy, is
our cultural inheritance.

C.H. Douglas once wrote: "Economic pro-
duction Is simply the conversion of one
thing into another, and s primarily 2 matter
of energy. It seems highly probable that
both energy and production are only limited
by our kiowledge of how to apply them.”

Statements by banking authorities

There are & large number of eminent
banking authorities that could be quoted, but
for professional proof of this, | will limit my-
salf to only one.

The Rt Hon. Reginald McKenna, one-tima
British Chancellor of the Exchequer and Chair-
man of the Midland Bank, addressed s meet-
ing of shareholders of the bank on January
25, 1924, and said (as recorded in his book
Post-War Banking):

*| am afrald the ordinary citizen will not
like to be told that the banks can, and do,
create and destroy money. The amount of fi-
nance in existence varies only with the ac-
tion of the banks in increasing or decreasing
deposits and bank purchases. We know how
thiz iz affected. Every loan, overdraft, or
bank purchase creates a deposit, and svery
repayment of a loan, overdraft, or bank sale
destroys a deposit.”

This distinguished authority iz acknow-
ledgement and proof of my above statemerits
that banks create and cancel the fiow of
monay as it dally flows into banks, reducing
loans, and if needed for the next cycle of pro-
duction, it is created and flows to finance the
next cycle of production.

Hopefully | have made the point perfecthy
clear which | am trying to amohasize.

All sections of our community’s business
people, all industry and commerce, obtain
their financial requiremeants, directly ar jinai-
rectly, from the commercial banks. There is
no other creating and cancelling authority.
Even legal tender Is brought into circulation
by the trading banks that purchase it with
their own bank chegues.

Only a small number of registered banks
carry out this creating and cancelling function
with thair cheque-clearing facility. AN our
commercial business companies, and even
gavings and lending institutions and financial
companies, must process all their chegues
and other financial transactions through the
commercial banks cheque-clearing house. it is
an efficlent system.

I now wish to further advance my pre-
vious lecture about ownership of money and
the constitutional establishment of a society's
independent monetary authority. The follow-
ing extract states the development beautifully.
The gentlemen would probably rather that |
use &8 different word, like excellently. | am
quoting an extract from one of a series of re-
liable Social Credit booklets which was co-
authored by the Soclal Credit’ secretarlat
chairman Donald MNeale and his successor,
secratariat chairman Alan  Armstrong, an
economist with an honours degree. Thair
publication is called Sustainable Prosperity -
Challenge and Change. | am guoting from
booklat 3 entithed Money, page 18, and pub-
lished In 1984 by The Social Credit Secretariat
of Edinburgh, Scotland, which speaks about
the reform of the money-supply system,

*The power to create money must be
withdrawn from the commercial banking sys-
tem. The creation of the community’s monay
supply, debt-free, must revert to a Govemn-
ment authority — a Mational Credit Authority
— charged with the duty of maintaining a
strict relationship between the volume of
money supply and the wvolume of real-wealth
production, allowing for imports and exports
and for capital depreciation and appreciation,
thereby ensuring that there is always "eflec-
tive demand’ sufficient to clear the markets in
each productive period. All the statistics nec-
essary to do this are already avallable within
the Central Statistical Office.

*This Authority would need to be so con-
stituted as to be accountable to Parliament,
but 1o be insulated from any form of political
manipulation. In this respect, it would be
similar to the Weights and Measuras Office
which is responsible for maintaining and en-
forcing observance of correct weights and
measures in all trading, while being free from
political. pressure  to tamper with those stand-
ards for political advantage.

"Critics who may object that money cre-
ated under Government control would inevita-
bly prove inflationary must be able to say
why that must be so, when it would be cre-
ated by precizely the same means and from
th# same source — the national credit — as
tha banks, and yet there iz no allegation that
bank-created money is inevitably inflationary.

“As Clitford H. Douglas insisted, "Money
is only a mechanism by means of which we
deal with things. It has no properties axcept
those we choose to give it. A phrase such
a5 "There is no money in the country with
which to do such and so” means absolutely
nothing unless we are also saying that “the
goods and services required to do this thing
do not exist and cannot be produced; there-
fore it is wuseless to creste the money
equivalent of them.” For instance, it is sim-
ply childish to say that a country has no
money for social betterment or for any other
purpose when it has the skill, the men, and
the materials to create that betterment.’”

This key to reform the money system
would open the way to further measurers de-
signed: (1) to eliminate .all possibility of in-
flation through the introduction of a
scientific or just price, and (2] to eliminate
the chronic deficiency of aggregate purchas-

—
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ing power with aggregate prices through the
introduction of a national dividend.

The national dividend

Mow | will speak about the national divi-
dend quoting from booklet 2 of the same
BEDUrca:

"The nbational dividend would be pro-
vided from part of the new money created
on a Government account, and would be dis-
tributed as purchasing power to each mem-
ber of the community as a right. It would be
unrelated to eamings, and would be suffi-
clent to ensura a ‘certain standard of re-
spect, health, and decency which is the first
desideratum.”

"The national dividend woiild break the
age-old link between employment and in-
come, a necessary reform when, through
technological progress, employment can no

longer ba regarded as the sole claim to in-
Corme.”

Ag soon as understanding becomes clear,
than it becomes |ogical that society’s total
maney supply can, and should be distributed
in two flows: one portion of the flow to the
Government Treasury to finence all Govemn-
ment spending, free of debt, and the second
portion of the flow as loans, free of interest,
to bankers for them to finance industry and
commerce with low-cost loan finance. This
shows clearly in the diagram that is attached.
(See opposite diagram.) Government borrow-
ing would cease, and the natignal debt, along
with taxation, could be progressively elimi-
nated in a reasonably short time.

We who understand our faulty private
banking money system, our pre-the age of
machines, the business-pricing system, and
the reason for the inadequacy of our society's
individuals-incomes system, we who under-
stand heve a responsibility to build, in a
democratic way, a grass-roots “will of the
paople” army to pressure and force MP's to
work in Parllament for honest natural policies
that woters want, and to insist on the enact-
ment of legislation appropriately. We must in-
sist that MP's represent policies wanted by
voters, and not policies foisted on us by
banker economists, travelling salesmen, work-
ing and paid by bankers.,

The key that will bring success is that tha
pressure from wvoters must be greater than
the pressure from economists. it is as simple
as that! History has proved that the will of
the people can be the greatest power on
aarth. Tha shamed democracy we have is
precious, and we must use it!

Savings

There is a false argument prevailing that
consumers must save to finance industry
and commerce. It is a deceitful whitewash of
the worst type. The serious permanent
shortage of total consumer income illus-
trates the falseness of the often-repeated
statament that the main source of money to
finance industry and commerce comes from
people’s savings.

This false propaganda perpetuates the lie
that the main source of general investment fi-
nance is provided from people’s savings. Yet
avery dollar savad from immediate use to buy
today’s goods and services available in shops
and offices causes those goods to remain une-
sold, Only by somebody somewhere else in
society borrowing extra bank-debt dollars can
it be made possible for the goods repre-
sented by the saved dollars to be sold. The
savings propaganda not only helps to shroud
the fact that the banks own and create all of
society’s debt money, but also it very effec-
tively portrays the false belief that there is no
alternative, and that we must pay taxation-
robbery out of our wages, salaries, and divi-
dends.

The international financial oligarchy’s well-
educated, well-paid, economic managers are
continvously travelling advising the nations of
the world the policies that swit the Interna-

MONEY IS CREATED AND CANCELLED, AS IT FLOWS THROUGH EACH CYCLE
OF PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION, OF ALL GOODS AND SERVICES
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Debts cannot be paid back

MNow 1 will make a brief comment on the
impossibility of paying back society’s debt
to the banking owners. All money, every dol-
lar that is circulating in society, is a bor-
rowed dollar from the commercial banking
system. Bankers creste all of society's
money a5 & debt — there is no other monay
m existence. It is therefore asbsolutely illogi-
cal and completely unrealistic for econo-
mists, university lecturers, politicians, and
sanior highly-positioned bankers to tell soci-
aty that it must, or even can, pay back its
debt. It is an absolute impossibility because
of the wvery simple fact that all money is
debt. If we could Imagine all of ocur commer-
cial bank loans to be repaid, there would be
no money in society. and the economy, as it
functions today, would collapse. What a so-
bering fact to think about. S0 why then do
economists and highly-positioned bankers
carefully nurse their secret?

Wa are responsible to let the cat out of
the bag!

At prasent, in each country money comes
from your banks, and it goes out in two
flows. One flow is the debt building up in
yvour Parliament, your Government, and the
gecond flow flows out through industry and
commerce, The both flows join together, the
industry of Government flow and the general
industry and commerce flow, and so they are
going through the industry and commerce of
State and private enterprise, flowing through
goods and services of all descriptions. The
goods and services are purchased by cons
sumers, and the money in their pockets is
spent, and the money is logically returned to
the bank daily as the commercial people bank
their takings.

Unfortunately, at the point of consumption
of each cycle of production, the total amount
that is paid out as wages, salaries, and profits
or dividends is not available for the consum-
ers to spend in the shops. A substantial
amount of it is taken in taxation, and goes up
in this flow to finance Government industry
and commerce, or Government spending; tha
police, the armed forces, and all Government
responsibilities. So the flow that we have as
consumers to spend on the things we need is
substantially less than what it should be for
that one reason alone.

The functioning of banking iz complately
legal and legitimate; they have every right to
function as they are doing their responsible
work. The Government has delegated the
right to create monay to bankers. So they are
just carrying out the job that lagislature re-
quirgs them to do. We may not be happy
with some of the results, but they have every
right to do it. And, fortunately, we have

By ey Bl

somebody doing it. What kind of sociaty
would we have if there was no managemant
in controd ] W it is not what we like, then it is
up to us 1o protest against what we think is
wrong, and have it changed. And this is what
Social Credit is proposing. )

On this graph entitied "Money is created
and cancelled at it flows” [see diagram
above) is shown the modernized supply-cycle
flcw under a Social Credit way. Society’s total
money supply flows through as the lecture
stated. Mow we have the situation where,
with the wisdom of the people putting pres-
sure on their members of Parliament, the
members of Parliament get such pressure that
was just a Iittle bit more than the traditional
economists,

All the statistics that are needed for soci-
ety’s monetary authority to manage the quan-
tity of money are all available. So now we
have a situation where society’s management
group can send the money into society, it will
flow inte a similar situation of what is hap-
pening now. As far as the citizens of society
are concerned, the change is so0 simple and
so efficient with the bankers just carrying on
their important function, which they are doing
now, that most people in society would not
gven know what has happened. So thers
would be no upheaval at all.

We have a position now whare society's
monetary authority is allocating money re-
guired to function State spending in one flow
which, of course, i naturally free of cost,
Now who owns the money supply? Society
owns the money supply. So there is no nead
for taxes when you own the money supply.

One flow would go to the Government,
and one flow would go to the bank to finance
industry and commerce. So out the flow goes
to supply industry and commerce. They all
hawe what they require; there is no guestion
of the banks being short of monay. A full
amount will be available according to the
mathematical statistics that are done, so the
bankers will have full access to all they will
need; it will go through industry and com-
merce, it will join up with this flow here, and
the total together will enable society to pay
the total costs of industry and commerce for
all goods and serviceas, and poverty will at
lazt be abolishad |

It is important to appreciate this. It iz not
a miss-and-hit thing. The whole thing has
besn done with statistics that flow in month
after month, continuously, and the quantity of
goods and services, proven to be there by
statistics, is matched by the people’s monay
supply, owned by the people. F there are
1,000 units of prices there, there are 1,000
units of money available.

Henry Rayneal
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The physical basis of Social Credit

The following arti-
cle /s part of & paper
prepered  for presen-
tation af our réecent
September Congress
i Rowgeman, by MW
Victor A Bridger, &n
gxceifent  feacher o
popularize the Social
Credit idaa. Mdr.
Bridger altended our
Congress in 2004 he
cowld mol make it s
yagr, but sent us {his
exceflent artfclfe. He
has bean involved
with the Social Credit idea for over 50 vears,
and /s currently the editor of the Australi-
azian Social Credit Journal, Part I of thiz arti-
cle will be puiblished in our next isswe,

by Victor J. Bridger

Victor Bridger

This paper was prépared from original
Socigf Credit lterature for purposes of
authenticity. It was afso desfgned to draw at-
tention to the bagiz in reality of Social Credit
proposals. Too many people who become fa-
miliar with Social Credit, including those who
have been aware of [t for years, spend too
much time on the guestion of money, without
realizing the Importance of the underlying
principles, This paper focuses aftention on
the physical rather than on the monestary as-
paet,

To commence the explanation on the
physical basis of Social Credit, it is interesting
te recall some of the incidents involving C. H.
Douglas who can be regarded as the founder
of the ideas that are encompassed in what is
known a5 Sadcial Cradit.

Originally it was refermed to as Douglas
Credit by many, but he quickly rejected that
degignation because he acknowladged that he
was not the originator of the credit of sociaty.
Thet credit in the form of all the natural re-
gources was provided for man. Whether one
wishes to acknowledge that ewverything that
existed before man is attributable to God, or
simply to natural phenomena, i3 not in gues-
tion. The fact is: all the physical resources
necassary for the life of man existed inde-
pendent of man.

Before he entered into & study of the
problems which confronted people in cbiain-
ing the benefits of their work and working to-
gether, he had noticed certain  things
operating in the economy which did not ap-
pear to make sense to him,

How Douglas found out

In an address to members of the Cana-
dian Club at Ottawa early in 1923, when in
Canada by invitation to lay his views before
the Canadian Parliamentary Committee on
banking and commerce, Douglas gave an out-
ling as to how his ideas began 1o formulate,

The story begen, he said, when he was in
India about fifteen years previously (1208} in
cherge of the Westinghouse interests In the
East. He was surveying for the Indian Govern-
ment & large district which revealed a8 good
deal of water power. In Calcutta and Simla,
he asked what was going to be done about
this, 1o which came the raply, “Well, we ha-
ven't any money.” At that time manufacturers
in Great Britain were hard put to get orders,
and prices were very low indeed. Major
Douglas said he accepted the statement made
and, he supposed, pigeonholed the fact and
circumstances in his mind.

At that time, he dined frequently with the
controller general of India, &8 man who used
to bore him wvery much by continually talking
about somaething he called credit. "Silver and
gold,” said his friend, “have nothing to do

with it. 1 all depends on credit.” Douglas re-
marked that had his friend given him a short
sharp lesson on Mesopotamia, it would have
been as intelligible to him at that time, Mever-
theless, that fact also must have staved at the
back of his mind, He proceeded to say that
just before the war, he was employved by the
Governmeant in the building of a post office
underground railway from Paddington to
Whitechapel. There were no physical difficul-
ties, but first he received orders to get on
with the job, then to slow up and pay off the
men. “And as a matter of fact,”™ said Major
Dougles amid laughter, “the rallway is not fin-
ighed yet (1923)." *Then came the war,” he
said, “and | began to notice that you could
get money for almost any purpose.” And that
gtruck him again as being curigus,

On being sent during the war to the Royal
Aircrafit Establishment at Farmborough to as-
sist in s operation, he decided that it would
be necessary to go wvery carafully into the
costing process. His friend, Sir Guy Calthrop,
suggested that he should make use of tabulat-
ing machines, and so after a time, Major
Douglas began to concentrate wvery carefully
on them. One dey he noticed, with regard to
the figures on the cards emerging from those
machines, that wages and saleries &t the
weekend did mot represent the price value of
the goods produced in the same period. “You
might say that anybody would know that, and
I suppose they would,” said Major Douglas
But to him it followed that if that weare true, it
was true every week and in every factory at
the samea time. Tharefore the wage and salary
purchasing power each week was insufficient
to purchase the goods according to the price
each weaek,

This is a matter which, sighty years later
in 2005, still eludes those economists and
others who argue that Douglas only looked
at the results of one factory, and ignored
the whole economy. it appears that the rea-
soning is that if a problem is made bigger, it
will disappear. If one factory produces price
values in any one perlod grester than the
wages and salaries paid in the same period,
the factory next door must be the same.
This must be true of all factories in the
world, but there are those who believe this
to he incorrect because Douglas did not look
at all factories operating in the economy.
Their argument is that if he did look at the
whole economy and all factorles, then he
was wrong in his calculations in relation to
one factory.

On completion of his work at Farnbor-
ough, and confronted with industrial disputes,
he found that the best way out of the difficul-
ties with those who were fighting for more
wages was to give it to them. "It settled
everything,” said Major Douglas amid laugh-
ter. Then he went to Richborough, one of the
new concrete cities built during the war, and
was immeansely impressed by the fact that in
spite of the withdrawal of somathing like
seven million of the best producers to the
armed services, plus millions more engaged
in the production of immense quantities of
materials to be destroyved, leaving behind only
the old and the very young,. thay were able to
raisa such wonderful new concrete cities, and
vet everybody in the country was living at
least at as high a standard as before the war.

These facts also became pigeonholed in
his mimnd. Then his attention was attracted o
a persistent propaganda that was being con-
ducted to the effect that "we must produce
more.” And he began to think what would
happen when the whole of this intensive pro-
duction was diverted in peace time. The per-
sistent propaganda gained in volume, to be
supplementad by a new cry that they waore &
poor, poor nation, and only hard work would
sava them from destruction.

The delusion of super-production

The first article written by C. H. Douglas
was The Delusion of Super-Production. In this
article he stated:

"It must be borne in mind that manufac-
turing, or what is commonly called produc-
tion, is conversion, and just as the
conversion of mechanical energy into elec-
tricity. or heat into mechanical energy, in-
volves a dispersion, which for practical
purposes is a loss, so the conversion of
manufactured articles can never take place
without a similar economic dispersion.”

This very important fector was again em-
phasized by Douglas in his article Social
Credit Principles, in which he said:

*That economic production Is simply a
conversion of one thing into another, and is
primarily a matter of energy. It seems highly
probable that both energy and production
are only limited by our knowledge on how
to apply them.”

The starting point to understanding So-
cial Credit iz the acceptance and uwnder-
standing of the physical realities with which
we are confrontad. We have natural re-
sources provided without the intervention of
man, and we hawe the use of energy by man
to convert those resources for the benefit of
man.

In his book Imtroduchion to Social Credit
in the section Physics, Dr. Bryan W. Mona-
han, one time Chairman of The Social Credit
Secretariat, wrote:

“From the purely physical material aspect
man is like 8 machine parforming work by tha
conversion of energy. Food is his fuel, and
the primary condition of life will obviously ba
that the amount of energy obtained from the
food shall be sufficient to allow for the expen-
diture of energy in the searching for, and
consumption of, food. We may Imagine a
state of life in which the energy obtained
from the food just balanced the energy ex-
pended in the searching for, and consumption
of, food, allowing also time for necegsary
sleep, Life must have begun at slightly above
this level, for otherwise, no progress or other
activity beyond this would be possible. Now
the difference bebween the energy necessary
merely to sustain life and the total anergy di-
rectly available represents true profit in its
mosgt fundamental sense. It forms the basis of
the ability of man to pursue other ends than
the mere obtaining of food. (When that true
profit is wsed to make more tools, it is re-
garded as an investment in new capital eguip-
ment.)

“An individual which has to devote the
whole of its time to obtaining the mere ne-
cessities of its existence has the nature of
its activities wholly determined by this ne-
cessity. But as soon as it has surplus energy
above this fundamental requirement, it has a
cholce as to how it will expend it. Thera are,
of course many ways in which the surplus
energy may be expended. One of them,
however, is of very special importance, and
that is the use of this energy to improve the
efficieney of the individual as a machine = to
further increase the useful efect produced
by a given expenditure of energy.”

C. H. Douglas, in his book Economie De-
mocracy, drew attention to the fact thet the
fundamental currency in which, In the lagt
analysis, an individual can liguidate his or her
debts is potential effort over a definite period
of time. In other words, the real of the
world's currency is effort into time, which he
refarred to as time-enargy units, Without amy
other form of energy, it is human energy in a
certain pericd of time in which an individual
can obtain the necessaries of life,

By liguidating “his or her debis” iz a refer-
ence to the fact that he or ghe is drawing
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against the credit — the natural resources -
provided by God or nature, In the same man-
ner, it is by working (using efnargy) that man
can pay his debts in society.

Another way o regard this is to imagine a
balance sheet where all money transactions
were cancelled out by payments of all debts
to creditors. All that would remain would be
physical assets. Who would be shown as the
creditor — God ?

Wa know that man has been able to ulil-
ise hiz energy to the extent that there is &
surplus with which he has been able to put
this surplus energy to Increasing benefits. The
construction of tools, for instance, which al-
lows not only the procurement of basic ne-
cessities in less time with less eaxpenditure of
human eanergy, but renders possible proc-
asses hitherto impossible. This s the basic
physical reality underlying the modern con-
ception of investment. it is the devotion of
energy to the increase of efficiency in the
consumption of energy, and Is intrinsically a
miltiplier. That is, it multiplies the energy di-
ractly avaeilable for any given constant expen-
diture of energy. Motice that it begins in the
individugl human being, and originally bene-
fits him directly. Tools, and the knowledge of
process utilizing the individual’s own human
energy, alone have resulted in a8 great expan-
gion in the possible results of efort.

We have now reached & position of un-
derstanding the physical basic realities. All
natural resources ara made available to man
to utilize for his own benefit. The physical
use of human energy can convert these
natural resources to other things which are
of increasing benefit. The knowledge of how
to do things, make tools and increase the
use of human energy, provides a physical
profit which ¢an be utilized to further in-
crease beneflts. Those benefits include the
ability to make more tools, or to spend
somea tima in leisure.

Cultural inheritance

- Another. factor which eanters. into the egua-

tion is the discovery that by associating with
ong or more other persons, it was possible to
further increase benefits, because it was
found that two or more persons working to-
gether could achleve something which ona
parson on his own could not achieve. Thus, a
further physical profit could be gained, which
wea refer to as the lncrement of Assocfation.
The knowledge of how to do things, make
tools etc. both of which, the kmowledge and
tools, are passed on to future generations, we
refer to as the Cufltural fnheritance.

Dr. Bryan W. Monahan explains, in his fn-
troduction fo Social Credit, the real physical
aspects in production,

*We have only to think of the changes
due to the use of the spade In horticulture.
What is also important, of course, is not only
the spade, but a knowledge of spade practice
and the habits of plants, and this principle
can be extended over all the fields of man's
activities, past, present, and 1o come. Tools
commonby outlast the life of their makers, and
are passed on to & succeading individual.
This we call physical inheritance. There is
also the knowledge of how to do things,
which includes how to replace the tool whan
it is worn out. In gll its wide ramifications, we
call this the cultural inheritance,

“This is again a fundamental conception
of immense importance, as real as, and more
important than, the longevity of tools, and
structures for it not only enable the ada-
quate use of the tool, but ensure the possi-
bility of the tool's replacement as well as
simplifying the basis for further possible im-
provements. We have thus found three basic
elements at the very core of our subject.
Profit we may define as Improved eMiciency
accruing to the individual; and investment as
the application of profit to the increase and
enhancement of efficiency. Profit, invest-
ment, and inheritance, especially cultural in-
heritance, are basic elements of economies,

and a correct understanding of them, quite
apart from any economic, and particularly fi-
nancial theory, is vital.”

Further factors that enormously extend the
affectiveness of individual effort are:

(1] The association of individuals to
achieve a common objective.

{2) The introduction of solar and nuclear
energy in place of human and animal energy
8s the basis of work done.

{3) The arrangement of automaticity in
mechanical and electrical operations.

The increment of association

In  examining
the first factor, it
will be noted that
the first result of
association is that
a given job may
be accomplished
more gquickhy and
more  easily. But
not only may two
men lift a8 heawy
wiight more easily
and more quickly
than one man, but
twa men may lift

Clifford Hugh Douglas
a weight that neither alone could lift.

Within reasanable limits, this result can be
extended. There is a benefit from association
of all kinds far bevond simple arithmetic pro-
gression, and this is what is called the un-
earmed incramant of association, which really
is true profit. A money systemn, when used,
must be made to conform with this reality.
Otharwise, it will eventually break up the as-
sociation in which it is involved, There is
nothing that modern man does that does not
rest somewhere on this unearned increment
of association, the various forms of which are
of great complexity. In addition to primary as-
soclation there is the association of associa-
tions which produces further incréments.

A notable example is the telephone sys-
tem. The telephone itself, the result of com-
plex associations, not only increases in
usefulness with the number of users, but in-
creases the efficiency of the whole of industry
and human society; and human society is ex-
actly the same thing as human association.
S0 Important is the study of association for
those who desire to investigate Social Credit
seriously that the first chapters of Dr. Tudor
Jones textbook Elements of Social Credit are
entirely devoted to it. It is important to re-
member thet human society is “an association
; the most complex sssociation we know: a
vast construct, or complex of separate asso-
ciations.”

Society, from the aspect which concerns
this paper, “is a complex of observable phe-
nomena and phenomena are observed results
in mature, and all phenomena (all observed re-
sults in nature}) appear to arise from some
mode of association.” Every association has a
result, and this is its increment of association.
We can divide associations Into different
classes: material, mass, and energy associa-
tions, for instance. The cultural heritage which
incraases the power of human beings in asso-
ciation to do things is the conservation of
means of doing things.

The use of solar energy

The second factor which incalculably ex-
tends the power of human beings to produce
desired results is solar energy, which includes
energy stored in the form of wood, coal, oil,
and watar power derived from the changes in
the distribution of water due to the sun's di-
réct heat. It is most important to be wvery
clear that it Is energy, and not machines as
such, which we are considering here. Ma-
chines are only elaborate forms of tools
through which energy Is wransformed and di-
rected. Their importance lies in the great and

easily controllable rate st which they can
transform and direct energy, comparsd with
the Individual human being. At the presant
day, humanity has at iz disposal wvastly
greater direct sources of machine energy than
that of the totel man powear of the whola
earth’s population.

Thus an important ratio:

Machine time energy units
Human labour tima

could be 201, 50/1, 100/1, 400/1, ranging
from at least fifty, in some cases, many hun-
dreds units, is increasing daily. Add to this
atomic power and the still more spectacular
possibilities of thermo nuclear, and the mag-
nitude of the picture may perhaps be
glimpsed. In fact, human energy is becoming
negligible and, as with automation, could for
the most part be dispensed with antirehy.

Automation is a catalyst

The third factor which the individual now
has in his power to increase benefits is the
use of automation. Increased technology,
computerization, and the division of labour
which further multiplies the use of ensrgy all
add up to what Douglas referred to as a cafa-

fyst.

In fact, human energy i becoming negli-
gible and, as with automation, could for the
most part be dispensed with entirely, Hs im-
portance lies in guite another direction. The
term "catalyst” is wsed in chemistry to dencie
a substance, the presence of which either en-
ables a chemical reaction to take place, or to
take place much more readily. The rate of
production depends on the rate of transfor-
mation of energy. A man may control the
spead of a giant machine by the mere energy
at his finger tips. The multiplying factor of
sutomaticity via amazing electronic devices is
even greater still. Certain functions of human
thinking can be performed with Incredible
speed by certain electronic machines which
the late Robert Theobald, an English econo-
mist, referred to as cybernation, ie. the usa
of computers together with electronic robots
such as wused in motor vehicle manufacturing.

In rocket research, most complex and vital
mathematical calculdfions, that would take
more than a year for an individual to com-
plete, can be done in minutes by computers.
S0 far removed s man from mera animal ex-
istence that it is all too easy 1o miss the sig-
nificance in every day life of the importance
of the foregoing considerations. The very divi-
gion of labour confuses the total picture and
conceals the totality. Mankind during his his-
tory, but especially during the last one-hun-
dred years or so, has been engaged in the
congfruction of an industrial machine, the rae-
sult of which has been to transfer the burden
of the maintenance of life from the *backs of
men to the backs of machines.”

In Major Douglas’ unsurpassed descrip-
tion, “the industrial machine is a lever, con-
tinuously being lengthened by progress,
which enables the burden of Atlas to be
lifted with ever-increasing ease. As the num-
ber of men required to work the lever de-
creases, $o the number of men set free to
lengthen it increases.” This is simply recog-
nition of the fact that human energy is re-
ducing in comparison to other energy used
in the productive process.

This process is of the nature of accelera-
tion, and involves the ever-greater rate of pro-
duction of things to make things with; the
leverage of real capital. But there iz a limit to
the amount of capital goods that can be util-
ized usefully, and barring unlimited export
into outer space, we are approaching this
limit ever more rapidly. it must be empha-
sized that our capacity to produce capital
goods, things to make things with, is far
greater than actual capital goods in existance.

The ultimate meaning of true Industrial
progregs is that the amount of human work
necessary in order to sustain a very high

feontinued one page 22)
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The physical basis

feontinued from page 21}

standard of living steadily decreases. Im the
words of Major Douglas, "the primary fact on
which to be clear is that we can produce at
this moment foods and services at a rate very
considerably greater than the possible rate of
consumption of the word.” This then I3 the
physical and realistic basis of leisure andfor
the ability to devote time and energy in the
production of more capital goods to reduce
human enargy aven further. Quite clearly,
only elther leisure or ‘employment’ owiside
useful production can dispose of the so-called
"unemployment problem®. All problems of
. economics and politics are absefutely condi-
tiomed by the physical realities described.
Short of sabotage or cataclysm, the progress
of the situation is inexorable. Anyone perceiv-
ing what is involved will see through the con-
fugions which result from the wrong positing
of problems. If employment is regarded as
the problem, then the result will be increas-
ingly artificial amploymeant.

The folly of full employment

Az a result of obvious and deliberate pol-
icy. together with the working of a long out-
moded economic and financlial system, “full
amploymeant” 5 made to appear to ba the le-
gitimate object of the ecomomic system.
"The modern maching, with s marvellous ca-
pacity for wtilizing power is capable of releas-
ing man from much of his human labour and
for providing for his economic independence
so that he can be set free for other ends. Yet
people’s ideas hawe changed, been so per-
wverted that they have become slaves of the
machine, ewver more definitely rivetted to an
invisible slavery.”

If the only access to food, clothing, and
shelter is through money, and the only ac-
oess to money is through employment, then
unemployment means starvation. This se-
guence I8 not logical. it is what the Russian
psychologist Paviev called “conditioning’. I
gpplies to animals just as effectively as to
man, the place of employment being taken,
for example, by jumping through a hoop. We
can well believe that some sanimals may
think the chief end in life is jumping through
hoops, even a flaming hoop. In the casa of
man, the hoop is represented by employ-
ment, and the flaming hoop by employment
ng matter how degrading.

The sequence ‘wnemployment means star-
valion” is a convention, just as the sequence
of a ringing bell means salivation in a dog is
8 convention. The Depression was terminated
by the employment associated with prepara-
tion for swar. Preparation for war means the
construction or conversion of factories, the
manufacture of armaments and arms, the
stockpiling of materials, and the amployment
of a proportion of the population in doing
these things. OF itself, clearly it contributes
nothing to the standard of living. But it does
distribute money, allowlng access to whataver
standard of living is available through the ef-
forts of those not diverted 1o the production
of munitions.

When a maniac in charge of the world's
mast powerful military organization is threat-
ening to make war, proeduction of munitions
to meet the threat is a necessity. But insofar
as war, under modern conditions, imvolving
the mass slaughter of non-combatants, is an
incarmation of evil, employment in the produc-
tion af the means of this slaughter is degrad-
ing employment. But it still distributes
incomes, virually the only access to the
maans of life.

The production and distribution of pormog-
raphy also distributes incomes; so does the
production of essentially useless gadgets. Em-
ployment of any kind, usaful, neutral, useless
or vicious, iz paid for in the sama way, by
means of money. What enhances the stand-

ard and quality of life is remunaratad indiffar-
ently with what degrades life and despoils the
aarth. We pay, of course, for this indifference.
Wasted sffort dilutes the wvalue of useful ef-
fort; this Is the reality underlying the financial
phenomenon of inflation.

The proper objective of the economic
system k3 not employment, but the produc-
tion of goods and services as, when, and
where required with the minimum of labour
and inconvenisnce.

In order to see clearly how the institutions
of society can be made to minister to the true
welfara of man spiritually, matarially, individu-
ally and socially, we will nead to take a carsé-
ful look at some important discoveries and
enunciations contained in Soclal Credit.

The cost of production is consumption

The first of these is that the "cost of pro-
duction is congumption.” This iz a real, natu-
ral, and fundamental law of economics; baing
expressed more fully in the statement that the
real cost of production is measurad by the
consumption incurred in that production. We
can say that the true cost of a given pro-
gramme of production is the consumption of
all production ower an equivalent period of
time. Cost is only the natural penalty or con-
dition paid by human beings in reaping the
rasult of incremeant of association, one aspect
of which iz the fruitfulness of the earth. The
ratio of food consumed to food produced is
always 8 fraction less than one. This applies
to all consumption items. The differance be-
tween that frection amd one represents frue
profit in the most fundamental sensa.

Therefore: Food consumed |/ food produced
may be equal to 1/2 or 2/4.

It is difficult for some people to under-
stand the meaning of the statement that cost
s the natural penally pard by human beings,
but this should be related to what was said
earfller. The fundamental currency In which,
in tha last analysis, an individual can liquida-
te his or her debis Is potential effort over a
definite period of time. The cost in real
physical terms represents a penalty: a panalty

in the form of potential effort over time. Peo-
ple must expend some energy in a certain pe-
ricd of time to obtain something.

By way of explanation, the following arti-
cle is an excerpt from The Elermnents of Social
Cradit by Dr. Tedor Jones, ong time chairman
of The Social Credit Secretariat.

"The notion of 'cost’ is obscure. One can
go back to Imperial Roman times — probably
much further — without finding anything but
double-meaning in the words wsed for cost,
and rather sgignificantly, the same double-
meaning persists today. Thus sumptus meant
cost and also expense; (mpansa ffrom im-
panda, | lay out) axpense, outlay, cost; prae-
mium, that which is taken frsf; advantage
{which, in the natural world, is not taken first
but ar the time an assoclation is effacted].
The word also meant gain, profit {the Incre-
ment of agsociation], an honourable reward,
recompense, a promise and lironically) pun-
ishmant. Merces meant wageas, hire, pay, fea,
salary, reward, interest, rent income. It also
meant punishment. Carifas meant costliness,
dearness, high price, scarcity of money, and
also affection and the dearness of e.g.. one's
children; while carus signified high-priced,
and also dear and belowed,

"There is no natural connection batween
the high price of (say) tomatoes and natural
affection, The rest of the meanings indicate
gither the plain effects of monetary customs
{sgreement associations) e.g., the reward for
services in negotiable money tokens instead
of kind, or they are ironical.

“Legend attdches to the discovery of fire-
miaking the punishrment (said to have been for
theft) inflicbed upon Prometheus, whose liver
was eaten in the day-time by birds, regenerat-
ing at night. Thus suffering might be regarded
g8 the cost of the fire. Cuite another ‘cost’ of
fire is the fuel to stoke it. This, howewver, only
transfers the “cost’ to the fuel. I the ‘cost’ of
the fire is its fuel, what iz the ‘cost’ of the
fuel? Did the invention of money render
costhy what was costless bafore "

(Te be continued in the nexi issue)

On MNovember 21, 2005, our Mexican full-time Pilgrim, Memiliz Guttierrez Arroyo,
sccompanied by her mother, Maria de Jesus Arroyo Guttierez, an economist, at-
tended in Mexlco City the meeting for the presentation of the Spanish-language ver-
sion of the new Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. They were abla
to talk to Cardinal Rensto Martino, head of the Justice and Peace Pontifical Council
that prepared that book, Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera of Mexico City, Cardinal
Marc Ouellet of Quebec City, and even Mexican President Vicente Fox, about our
Work and the Soclal Credit philosophy, which is a excellent way to apply the social
doctring of the Church and put an end to the scandal of poverty in the world. On
the picture are Nemiliz and her mother, with Cardinal Quellet.
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Moral laws must direct economics too

(Mare: the following article was first pub-
fished in owr March-April, 1886 /ssue.)

I the beginning of October, 1985, the
gixth symposium of Europsan Bishops was
held in Rome. The then Joseph Cerdinel Ratz-
inger [now Popa Benedict XVI), who was the
Parfect of the Sacred Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, had repeated the con-
demnation mada by the Church on economic
liberalism and Marxism. He reminded us of
the Church's moral responsibility in the eco-
nomic order; he advocated the necessity of
subjecting the economy of nations to moral
laws, and he declared that we must find a so-
lution, new economic ideas, that would free
the present world from poverty in spite of ac-
tual abundance.

This Is the right answer to those who, for
the last 50 years, have reproached the Social
Crediters of the “Michael™ Journal for mixing
religion with ecoenemics, "To mix ethics, relig-
jon with economics, with politics, this 5 ex-
actly what should be done,” said the Church,
And If the priests do not do it themsalves, it
ig they who do not carry out their duties. To
mix religion with politics, with economics,
dogs not mean priests should be elected
members of parliaments, but that they miust
preach truth and justice in politics, as His Ho-
liness Pope John Paul Il constantly did.

Gilberte Caté-Merciar
from Cardinal Ratzinger

Im my mame and on behalf of the two
ather Prefects, Cardinals Haoffner and
Etchagaray, | bring warm graetings to you all,
here sssembled for the symposium on the
Church and economics. | am pleased that,
with the help of the Pontifical Council of the
Laity, of the International Association of
Catholic Universities, the German Ecomomic
Institute, and the Konred Adenauer Founda-
tion, it has beén possible to hold a world dis-
cussion of & question thet concerns all of usg.

The sconomic imbalance betwesn the
Morth and the South on our globe has be-
comea an increasing threat to the cohesion of
the human family, it Is a long-term threat
which is as saricus for the continuation of our
history as arms arsenals, with which the East
and the West confront each other.

So we must repest our efforts to owver-
come this tension, since all the other previous
methods have wrned out to be ineffective,
and that, on the contrary, for the last thirty
years, poverty has spread throughout the
world in a really staggering scale.

In order to find solutions that really bring
progress, we will need new sconomic ideas,
even though they lack a mew moral impetus,
or seem inconceivable and, above all, not
workable. This is why the possibility and the
necessity of a dislogue between the Church
and economics arisas.

Becausea the international imbalance be-
tween different sectors of the woarld economy

have jeopardized free markel since the fifties,
attempts have been made to establish a bal-
ance in the economy through development
projects. But one can no more lose sight of
the fact that these attempts, in their present
forms, have bean a failure, and that the im-
balance has still increased. Conssquenthy,
large parts of the Third World, which had first
turned to these aids to development with
great hopes, now see the market economy as
the cause of their poverty, regarding it as a
system of exploitation, a structure of sin and
injustica. Thus, they started to consider a cen-
tralized economy as an attractive moral altar-
native to which they could turn with a virtual
religious fervouwr, [...)

i i ) o ) .'E‘._'

John Paul U and Cardinal Ratzinger

For while a market economy rests on the
required effects of egotism and its automatic
restriction by other congurrent egolisms, we
have the impression here that a just central-
izad direction seems o prevail, a sysiem
aimed at getting equal rights for all and a fair
distribution of all the goods to everyone. To
tall the truth, examples of this have not been
encouraging so far, but there are still hopes
that the concept of morality can, without
doubt, lead to success.

In my attempt to sketch out the constella-
tion of a dislogue between the Church and
economics, | found another aspect. it comes
from the well-known words of Theodore
Hoosawalt in 1812: *1 think thet the assimila-
tion of the Latin-Ameérican countries by the
United States will be long and difficult as
long as these countries will remain Catho-
lie.” Similarty, Rockefeller, speaking n Rome
in 1969, recommended that Catholics in these
countries be replaced by other Christians.

In these two statements, religion is
viewed as a social factor and, consequently,
an econgmic factor too that can determine
the subsequent development of political struc-
turas and economic possibilities. This reminds
us of Max Weber's theory on the intemal af-
finity between capitalism and Calvinism, be-
tween the implementation of an economic
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order and a determining religious idea.

Here it aslmost sesms that they are im-
bued with Marx's Ideas: it iz not the sconomy
that produces religious ideas, but the basic
orientations of religion that determine the
economic system that will prevail. The idea
that only Protestantism cen breed a free
economy while Catholicism does not bring
the same education to liberty and reguired
self-discipline, but rather favours totalitarian
systems, is certainly still largely spread today.

An economic policy that is not only di-
rected towards the welfare of particular
groups and, actually, not only towards the
welfare of a particular nation, but towards the
common welfare of the whale human family,
requires the highest degree of religious
strength.

The forming of a political will 0 govern
the laws of economics to that end seems al-
mast impossible, despite all great humanitar-
ian a@ssurances. It can be realied only if
antirely néw moral strengths are released to
that end. & morality which considers itself in-
capable of trampling the experts’ knowledge
of the laws of economics ks not a true moral-
ity; it is, at the wery most, moralism, tha op-
posite of true morality,

An objectivity which thinks it can get off
without genius shows an ignorance of human
reality. It is consequently ewverything but ob-
jective. Today, we need the highest degree of
economic expertise so that we may put this
sconomic expartise at the service of just
goals, and make this knowledge workable and
socially feasible.

Let us hope that, with this alliance be-
tween morality and economics, we will be
able to take a step leading us to more knowl-
edge and a better action, and thus finally to
more peace, more freedom, and more unity
among the human family.

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger

Comments of the “Michael”™ Journal

Those who are acquainted with Social
Credit know quite well that it is the solution
of genius that introduces moral laws Into
economics. First, Social Credit takes away
from the present swindling banking system
its powers to continue ruining, economically,
all men and peoples on earth. It is the first
step to take if we want a just economy, an
economy In accordance with moral laws.

And Social Credit guarantees to each and
every citizen of all nations a periodic social
dividend that would ensure them the necessi-
ties of life. It is the distribution of the 20™
century progress and abundance to each,
since progress belongs to no particular indi-
vidual, but to each man on earth. This is still
justice, ethics. This dividend will come In ad-
dition to wages for those who are amployed.

And Social Credit favours private enter-
prise; it finances it without interest so that it
can supply consumers with products. It is the
opposite of state-owned corporations, the op-
posite of Socialism, of Communism.’ Private
enterprise is the method that has been thor-
oughly tried and tested to supply an unlimited
abundance in production, Soclal Credit rids
the sconomy of its banking cancers. Social
Credit sets private enterprise reslly free and,
at the same time, supplies consumers with
money through the dividend and through a
goclal discount on prices that makes prices
decrease at the rate of overproduction,

Soclal Credit fully meets all the require-
ments of justice, of ethics In economies. So-
cial Credit Is both Catholic and sciantific. It
is the same . Creator who gave men the Ten
Commandments and who created science.
Ethics and soonomics come from the same
sourca,JGod the Creator.

Gilbarte Coté-Mercier
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On January 23, vote for traditional marriage
An issue in the coming election, said the Canadian Bishops

On June 28, 2005, after more than two
years of debate, Canada’s controversial
same-sex marriage legislation (Bill C-38) was
passed by a vote of 1568 for and 133 against
in the House of Commons. Marriaga, which
was until then “the union of a man and a
woman to the exclusion of all others™ is
now, with this new law, redefined as "the
union of two persons to the exclusion of all
others,” thus allowing the union of two ho-
mosexuals to be called marriage.

To call "marriage” something that cannot
produce life goes ageinst plein  common
sensa. To refresh the memory of those who
say thare is nothing wrong with this new law,
hare i the official teaching of the Church.
The most authoritative document on this is-
gue is the document issued om July 31, 2003
by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (the present
Pope), then Prefect of the Congregation for
the Doctring of the Faith, entitled “Considera-
tions regarding proposals to give legal recog-
nition  to  unions  betwean  homosexual
parsons”:

"The Church's teaching on marriaga and
on the complementarity of the sexes reiter-
ates a truth that is evident to right reason
and recognized as such by all the major cul-
tures of the world. Marriage is not just any
relationship between human beings. it was
established by the Creator with its own na-
ture, essential properties and purpose. No
ideclogy can erase from the human spirit the
certainty that marrisge exists solely between
a man and a woman, who by mutual per-
sonal gift, proper and exclusive to them-
selves, tend toward the communion of their
persons. In this way, they mutually perfect
each other, in order to cooperate with God
in the procreation and upbringing of new hu-
man lives.

"There are absolutely no grounds for
considering homosexual unions to be in any
way similar or even remotely analogous to
God's plan for mamiage and family. Marriage
is holy, while homosexual acts go asgainst
the natural moral law. Homosexual acts
‘close the sexual act to the gift of life. They
do not proceed from a genuine affective and
sexual complementarity. Under no circum-
stances can they be approved’. (Catechism
of the Catholic Church, No. 2357.)

“In those situations where homosaxual
unlons have been legally réecognized or have
been given the legal status and rights be-
longing to marriage, clear and emphatic op-
position is a duty. One must refrain from
any kind of formal cooperation in the enact-
ment or application of such gravely unjust
laws and, as far as possible, from material
cooperation on the level of their application.
In this area, evaryone can exercise the ripht
to conscientious objection.”

And now, read whal Carding! Ratzinger
sargd about so-caffed Catholic pofitictans who
vate in favor of same-sex marriage:

“If it is true that all Catholics are obliged
to oppose the legal recognition of homosex-
wal unions, Catholic politiclans are obliged
to do so in a particular way, In keeping with
their responsibility as politicians. Faced with
legislative proposals in favour of homosexual
unions, Catholic politiclans are to take ac-
count of the following ethical indications.
When legislation in favour of the recognition
of homosexual unions is proposed for the
first time in a legislative assembly, the
Catholic lawmaker has a moral duty to ex-
press his opposition clearly and publicly, and
to vote against it. To vote in favour of a law
so harmful to the common good is gravely
immoral,”

Despite all of these warnings, many politi-
cians who claim to be “practicing Catholics”™

voted for same-sex marriages, beginning with
Liberal Prime Minister Paul Martin, who
forcad all his cabinet to also vote for it. So,
out of the 133 Liberal Members of Padiameant,
only 32 broke ranks with their party by voting
against the bill. On the other end, out of the
96 Conservative MPs presant in the House, 93
voted against the bill, and only 3 voted for it
46 MPs of the Bloc voted for it, and B
against; out of the 19 NPD Members of Par-
liament, only one voted against it

Even if gay marriage is now the law of
the country, the fight is far from being owver,
and ag the Canadian Bishops said, it will be a
definite issug in the coming election {January
23, 2006). In their comment after the approval
of Bill C-38, the Bishops said on July 20,
2006:

"Although Bill C-38 has now been ap-
proved as federal legislation in Canada, the
fundamental and universal reality of mar-
riage remains the exclusive union of 8 man
and a woman for life. From the perspective
of the Catholic Church, the new federal stat-
ute falsifies moral walues and principles.
Catholics are to continué to oppose it, and
to ensure that all provincial and territorial
regulations on the solemnization of mar-
riages provide full protection for freadom of
conscience and religion, as guaranteed in the

*Unfortunately, there are some Catholics
who have promoted the redefinition of mar-
riage, including politicians who have voted
in its favour. In this regard, they are in dis-
sont from the teaching of the Church as
enunciated by the Holy Father and the Bish--
ops. This is a serious and problematic mat-
ter.

*Canadlans In general have been and re-
main deeply divided about changing the na-
ture of marriage and altering its basic
meaning. It Is clear this debate Is far from
over, and that it will be a significant issue In
the upecoming federal election.”

20 if you care about the protection of the
definition of traditional marriage, please vote
for a candidate who supports this definition.
This is not a partisan issue; it is about de-
fending Christian values, The platform of all
the partias iz basically the same [sspecially
about finance, since none of them dare to at-
tack the present debt-money system), but it
happens that there is only one party in the
coming election that officially stands up for
traditional marriaga. On the first day of the
election campalgn, Conservative leader
stephen Harper said thet he would hold a
frea wote to re-éstablish the tradtional defini-
tion of marriage i he becomes prime minis-
ter. All the other main parties said they favor
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How they voted

Following is the list of the Members of Parliament who voted for (yeas)
or against [nays) bill C-38 on the legalization of same-sex marriages; they
will all be judged by God on Judgment Day on the way they voted, but on
January 23, it is your turn to judge them:
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